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4  Note  as  to  Nichot.as  Udall. 

From  Powles  I  went,  to  Aeton  sent. 
To  learnc  straight  wayes,  the  Latin  phraue. 
Where  fiftie  three  stripes  giuen  to  mee, 
at  once  I  had  : 

Niehoiu  Por  faut  but  small,  or  none  at  all, 

muter  >t  '  t  Came  to  passe,  thus  beat  1  was, 

Eton.  See  Udall  see,  the  mercy  of  thee, 

to  mee  poore  lad. 
1537.  Sept.  27.      Is  made  Vicar  of  Braintrce.     Neivcotirt,  Rep.  ii.  80. 
1542.  Udall  publishes  a  translation  of  the  3rd  and  \X\\  books  of 

Erasmus  Apophthegjtts. 
•1543.  Cott.  MS.  Titus,  B.  via.  p.  371,  is  a  long  letter,  undated 

and  unaddrcssed,  to  some  one,  as  to  '  my  restitution  to  the 

rounie  of  Scholemaister  in  Eton.' 
1544.  Dec.   14.      Resigns  the  Vicarship  of  Brain  tree.     Neivcourt,  idem. 
1542-1545.  He  is  engaged  with  the  Princess,  afterwards  Queen  Mary 

and  others  in  translating  Erasmus'  Paraphrase  of  tilt  Nevt 

Testament  into  English. 
'  1545.  Sept.  30,  at  London,'  date  of  his  Preface  to  Luke. 

In  his  Pref  to  JohH,  partly  translated  by  Princess  Mary,  partly  by  Rev. 
F.  Malet,  D.D. ;  Udall  gives  us  the  following  account  of  female  etiucation  in 
his  day:  which  can  only,  however,  apply  to  a  few  women,  like  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  and  Lady  Jane  Grey.  "  But  nowe  in  this  gracious  and  blisseful  tyme  0/ 
know  ledge,  in  whiche  it  hath  pleased  al  mighlye  God  to  reuele  and  shewe  abrode 
the  1  yght  of  his  moste  holye  ghospelh  what  a  noumbre  is  there  of  noble  women 
(especially  here  in  this  realme  of  Eiiglande,)  yeaandhowe  many  in  the  yeares 
of  tender  vyrginitiee,  not  only  aswel  seen  and  as  familiarly  trade  in  the  Latine 
and  Greke  tounges,  as  in  theyr  owne  mother  language:  but  also  both  in  all 
kindes  of  prophane  litterature,  and  liberall  artes,  exactely  studied  and  exer- 
cised, and  in  the  holy  Scriptures  and  Theologie  so  ripe,  that  they  are  able 
aptely  cunnyngly,  and  with  much  grace  eyther  to  indicte  or  translate  into  the 
vulgare  tongue,  for  the  publique  instruccion  and  edifying  of  the  vnleamed 
multitude.  ...  It  is  nowe  no  newes  in  Englande  to  see  youn^  damiscls  in 
nobles  houses  and  in  the  Courtes  of  Princes,  in  stede  of  cardesand  other  instru- 
inentes  of  idle  triflcyng,  to  haue  continually  in  her  handes,  eyther  Psalmes, 
Omelies,  and  other  deuoute  meditacions,  or  elles  Paules  Epistles,  or  some 
booke  of  holye  Scripture  maticrs  :  and  as  familiarlye  both  to  reade  or  reason 
thereof  in  Greke,  Latine,  Frenche,  or  Italian,  as  in  Englishe." 

1547.    3an.  28.    CtiSuarli  IfC.  nBcmUs  Hjc  tljronf. 
'1552.  July  20.    At  Windsor.'    The  date  of  Udall's  preface  to  the  translation 
by  himself  and  others,  of  T.  Gemini's  Anatomy. 

1553.    3ul)j  6.    fHnnj  Bucrcitc  to  tije  crofasn. 

1554.  Dec  3.  Date  of  a  warrant  dormer  from  the  Queen  to  the  Master  of 
her  Revels.  [Reprinted  in  The  Losehy  MSS.  Ed.  by  A.  J. 
Ke.mpe,  F.S.A.  London.  1836.]  The  warrant  runs  thus — 
'  Whereas  our  welbeloued  Nichol.is  Udall  hath  at  soondric 
seasons  convenient  heretofore  shewed  and  myndeth  hereafter 
to  shewe  his  diligence  in  setting  foorth  of  Dialogues  and  Er.. 
terludcs  before  us  fo'  ou'  regell  dispone  and  recreacion.'  .  .  . 
And  then  goes  on  to  authorize  the  loan  of  apparel  for  thet 
purposes.  Did  the  popularity  of  the  Dramatist,  and  her  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  him,  since  tliev  had  worked  together 
on  Erasmus'  Paraphrase,  lead  the  Queen  to  condone  the 
intense  Protestantism  of  the  Preacher,  even  to  the  continuing 
of  him  in  favour?  Udall  and  Ascham,  two  noted  Protestants, 
are  both  favoured  by  Mary. 

•1555.  Udall  is  appointed  Master  of  Westminster  School,  and  so  con- 

1556.  Nov.        tinues  until  i\I.ary  re-establishes  the  Monastery  at  Westminster. 

1556.  Dec.  Udall  die5. 

23.        lie  is  buried  in  St  Margaret's,  Westminster.    IV.  D.  Cooper, 
Oi  above. 


ROISTER  DOISTER. 


INTRODUCTION. 

jHE  author  and  early  date  of  the  profeut  Comedy  are 

ascertained  by  a  quotation  in  Sir  Thomas  Wilfon's 

Rule  of  Re.ifo)t  of  Roifler  Doifter's  letter  to  Dame 

Cuflance. 

The  fiift  edition  of  the /'///i'(?/'/v'c'<7/^«,  1550-1,  is 

a  very  fcarce  work  ;  of  wliicli  1  have  been  unable  to  fee  a  copy. 

The  fecond  edition,   1662,  8vo,    '  nevvely  conedled  by  Thomas 

Vvilfon,^  has  not  the  quotation  :  which  apparently  firft  appears  in 

the  third  edition  of  1663,  410,  the  title  of  which  nms,  "  The  Rule 

of  Reafon,  conteinyng  the  Arte  of  Logique.       Sette  furthe  in 

I'^ngliflie,    and    newly   corrected    by   Thomas   Wilfon.      Anno 

Domini.  M.D.LIII.  Menfc  lanuarij." 

At  folio      of  this  edition,  Wilfon,  in  treating  of  The  Anibigiiitie, 

adds  to  his  previou.s  examples,  Roifler  Doiller's  letter,  with  the 

following  heading : 

C  An  example  cfsoche  doubtful  writing,  whiche  by  reason  of 

poincting  niaie  haue  double  sense,  and  contrarie 

meaning,  taken  out  of  an  entrelude 

made  by  Nicolas  Vdal. 

The  prefent  comedy  was  therefore  undoubtedly  written  before 
the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  who  died  6  July  1553. 

If  it  was  then  printed,  that  entire  edition  has  periflied.  The 
prayer  for  the  Queen  at  /.  86,  can  be  for  no  other  than  Queen 
Elizabeth  :  and  therefore,  allhongli  the  title-page  is  wanting  and 
there  is  no  conclufive  allufion  in  the  play,  it  may  confidently  be 
believed  that  the  extant  text  was  printed  in  Elizabeth's  reign  . 
and  that  it  had  poDTibly  in  some  rcfpc<fls  been  nifxlified. 

Tlicre  now  comes  the  evidence  of  the  Stationers  Co.'s  Rcgifter, 

as  quotcrl  by  Mr.  Collier,  Exlra/ls,  i.  154,  Fd.  1848  : 

Kd  of  'rhotn.-u  H.ickctt,  for  hys  lycense  for  prynlinge  of  a  play  intitujed 
R.iuf  Ruysier  Duster,  &c .        iiij* 

The  miJmg  title-page  and  the  abfencc  of  any  colophon  in  the 
Eton  copy,  here  reprinted,  preclude  demonflrative  proof  that  it 
is  one  of  Ilackett's  edition.  It  Ls  however  morally  certain  that 
it  does  reprefent  that  text. 

On  tlic  whole,  therefore,  though  that  text  was  pollhumoti*— 


6  Itttroduciion. 

Udall  having  died  in  Dec.  1556 — :  and  though  its  authorfhip 
refls  entirely  on  the  above  heading  of  Wilfon's  quotation  :  it  may 
he  fafelyacceiJted.Jhat  Udall  is  the  author  of  this  comedy,  and 
that  Jie  wrote  it  before  iSSZi)  Conclufions  both  of  them  confonant 
with  the  "knowiTfa^Ts  ofTJdairs  life. 

Tlie  comedy  was  probably  firft  written  for  the  Eton  boys  to 
act.     Mr.  W.  D.  Cooper  thus  writes  : — 

Certain,  however,  it  is  that  it  was  the  custom  of  Eton,  about  the  feast  ol 
St.  Andrew,  for  the  Master  to  choose  some  Latin  stage-play  for  the  boys  to 
act  in  the  following  Christmas  holidays,  and  that  he  might  sometimes  order 
smart  and  witty  English  plays.  "Among  the  writings  of  Udall  about  the 
year  1540,"  says  Warton,  "  are  recited  Plures  Comedia,  and  a  tragedy 
De  Papain,  on  the  Papacy,  written  probably  to  be  acted  by  his  scholars;" 
and  it  is  equally  probable  that  the  English  comedy  was  written  with  a  like 
object ;  for  it  is  admirably  adapted  to  be  a  good  acting  play,  and  the  author 
avows  in  the  prologue  that  his  models  were  Plautus  and  Terence,  with  whose 
writings  his  scholars  were  familiar.     Intro.  Memoir,  p.  xvi. 

Of  the  few  dramatic  pieces  of  that  early  period  that  have  sur- 
vived, Roijler  Voijler  is  regarded  as  the  tranfition-play  from  the 
Myfteries  and  Enterludes  of  the  Middle  Ages  to  the  Comedies  of 
modern  times.  A  critical  examination  of  its  position  in  our 
Literature  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Collier.  Hijl.  of  Dram.  Poetry. 
it.  445-460  Ed.  1830.  A  full  confideration  of  the  play  would 
exceed  our  prefcnt  limits  :  we  may  however  call  attention  to  the 
peculiar  rhyme  in  which  Udall  wrote  it. 

In  the  prefent  reprint,  the  text  appear^  according  to  modem 
ufage  :  but  in  the  original  it  flands  in  line's  of  unvarying  length. 
Where  the  fpeech  is  continuous,  thefe  lines  rhyme  like  our  ordi- 
nary poetry  :  but  when  the  dialogue  is  fiiort ;  one,  two,  three  or 
more  fpeeches  are  thrown  into  one  line,  and  the  lafl  fyllables  of 
that  line — whether  they  occur  in  words  in  the  middle  or  at  the 
end  of  a  fentence,  as  di(flated  fimply  by  the  length  of  line  of  type 
— are  made  to  rough  rhyme  in  couplets.  Thus  an  irregular 
affonance  jingles  through  the  play. 

On  the  oppofite  p.">ge  are  a  few  lines  fet  up  as  in  the  original, 
lo  illuftrate  this  pecuUarity  ;  and  alfo  to  (how  the  mode  ofed  of 
marking  the  atflor's  names.  May  this  peculiar  rhyme  be  accepted 
as  any  evidence  that  Udall  compofcd  this  play  as  much  for  the 
prefs  as  the  flage  ? 

There  being  no  defcripiion  of  the  reprefentation  and  the  ftage 
dire(5lions  being  fcanty  :  jRoi/Ut  Doijler  fhoukl  be  read  a  firft  time 
to  learn  the  jdot ;  a  fecond  time  to  imagine  the  adlion  :  and  a 
third  to  combine  and  enjoy  the  two. 
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8  BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

|loi)Stcr  pointer. 

Tlie  whole  of  Udall's  plays  were  supposed  to  have  perished  [see  Wood. 
Ath.  Oxon.  i.  213,  Ed.  1813J.  The  Rev.  T.  Briggs,  an  old  Etonian,  in  1818, 
became  the  possessor  of  the  now  famous  unique  copy :  which  he  presented  to 
the  Library  of  Eton  College,  in  December  of  that  year. 

1.  [?is66.)  Lond.     f  First  edition  of  a  revised  text.     The  copy,  now  at  Eton 
I  vol.  4to.     College,  consists  of  33  folios.     The  title-page  is  wanting. 

2.  1818.  Lond.     '  Ralph  Rcysier  Doysier,  A  ComtAy.    London.    Reprinted 
I  vol.  8vo.     in  the  year  1818.'      [Ed.  and  privately  printed  by  Rev.  T. 

Briggs.     30  copies  only  struck  off.     The  printer  was  James 
Compton,  Middls  .St.,  Cloth  Fair,  London.]    At  the  beginning 
is  the  following  Advertisement: — 
'  It  appears  from  the   Biographia  Dramatica,  that  a  Play  called  RauJ 
Ruster  Duster  ■via.'i  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Stationers'  Company  in  the 
year  1566,  but  that  it  was  supposed  never  to  have  been  printed  :  this,  how- 
ever, is  now  proved  to  be  a  mistake,  a  copy  having  been  found  contained  in 
a  collection  of  plays  which  was  lately  upon  sale  in  London.     It  is  true  that 
the  name  is  spelt  somewhat  differently,  but  it  is  presumed  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  its  being  the  piece  in  question.     The  book  unfortunately  wants  the 
title-page,  and  the  author's  name  is  not  known.     It  is  now  in  the  Library  of 
Eton  College,  and  is  here  reprinted  for  the  amusement  of  the  reader.' 

3.  1821.  Lond.     '  Ralpk  Royster  Doyster,  a  Comedy,  entered  on  the  books 
1  vol.  8vo.     ofthe  Stationers' Company,  1566.  Loncion:  Printed  by  F.  Mar- 
shall, Kenton  St.,  Brunswick  Sq.,  1821."      [Editor  not  known. 

R.  Southey's  copy,  with  his  autograph,  and  dated  i  Feb.  1837,  is  in  the 
British  Museum.     Press-mark,  1344,  k.] 

Neither  of  the  above  knew  that  Udall  was  the  author.  The  editor  of  1821 
leprint  writes,  'The  author,  whoever  he  was,'  /».  iv.  It  was  Mr.  Collier  who 
connected  Wilson's  quotation  with  Roister  Doister,  and  so  proved  Udall  to 
'ue  its  author.  Writing  on  14th  April  1865  ;  he  thus  begins  the  Pre/ace  of  his 
Bibl.  Account  of  Ear.  Etig.  Lit.     Ed.  1865. 

'During  my  whole  life,  now  rapidly  approaching  fourscore,  I  have  been 
a  diligent  reader,  and,  as  far  as  my  means  would  allow,  a  greedy  purchaser 
of  all  works  connected  with  early  English  literature.  It  is  nearly  sixty  years 
since  I  became  possessed  of  my  first  really  valuable  old  book  of  this  kind — 
Wilson's  "  Art  of  Logic,"  printed  by  Richard  Grafton  1551 — from  which  I 
ascertained  the  not  unimportant  facts  that  "Ralph  Roister  Doister"  was  an 
older  play  than  "Gammer  Gurton's  Needle,"  and  that  it  had  been  written 
by  Nicholas  Udall,  Master  of  Eton  School :  I  thus  learned  who  was  the 
author  of  the  earliest  comedy,  properly  so  called,  in  our  language.  This  was 
ray  first  literary  discovery,  made  several  years  anterior,  although  I  had  not 
occasion  to  render  it  public,  until  I  printed  my  Notes  upon  "  Dodsley's  Old 
Plays,"  soon  after  1820.'  * 

4.  1830.  Lond.  The  Old  English  Drama,  A  series  of  Pla\s,  at  6d  each, 
3  vols.  i8mo.     printed  and  published  by  Thomas  White.     Ralph  Royster 

Doyster  is  the  first. 

5.  1847.  Lond.     Sliakespeare  Society.     Ralph  Roister  Doister,  &c.,  and 
1  vol.  8vo.     The  Trugcdie  0/ Gorboduc.     Edited,  with  Introductory  Me- 
moirs, by  W.  D.  Cooper,  F.S.A.     The  text  collated  with  the 
original  by  J.  P.  Collier,  F.S.A. 

6.  24  July  1869.     Lond.     i  vol.  8vo.     English  Reprints  :  see  title  at/,  i. 
.'.  All  the  previous  reprints  have  been  and  now  are  unobtainable  to  most 

persons.  It  is  to  the  mott  courteous  and  generous  kindness  of  the  present 
Provost  and  Fellows  of  Eton  Collej<c  that  lam  enabled  to  place  what  I  hope 
may  prove  an  exact  text  into  trie  hands  of  every  one.  I  trust  also  to  koep  it 
perpetually  on  sale  :  that  the  student  of  the  History  of  our  Literature  m  ly  n'l 
longer  lack  one  of  the  most  impurtant  illustrations  of  the  growth  of  Engli.>b 
Dramatic  Poesy.  ,  ^^^  ^^^   ..  ^  ^     ^^  ^g^^ 


The  Prologue. 

[iHat  Creature  is  in  health,  eyther  yong  or 
olde, 

But  fom  mirth^vith  modellie  wil  be  glad 
to  vfe 

As  we  in  thys  Enterlude  dial]  now  vnfolde, 
WHierin  all  fcurilitie  we  vtterly  refufe, 
Auoiding  fuch  mirth  wherin  is  abufe  : 
Knowing  nothing  more  comendable  for  a  mans  re- 
creation 
Than  Mirth  which  is  vfed  in  an  honefl  fafhion  : 
For  Myrth  prolongeth  lyfe,  and  caufeth  health. 
Mirth  recreates  our  fpirites  and  voydeth  penfiueneffe, 
Mirth  increafeth  amitie,  not  hindring  our  wealth, 
Mirth  is  to  be  vfed  both  of  more  and  leffe, 
Being  mixed  with  vertne  in  decent  comlyneffe. 
As  we  truft.  no  good  nature  can  gainfay  the  fame  : 
Which  mirth  we  intende  to  vfe,  auoidyng  all  blame. 
The  wyfe  Poets  long  time  heretofore, 
Vnder  menie  Comedies  fecretes  did  declare, 
Wherein  was  contained  very  vertuous  lore, 
With  myReries  and  forewarnings  very  rare. 
Suche  to  wTite  neither  Plautus  nor  Terence  dyd  fpare, 
Whiche  among  the  learned  at  this  daybeares  the  bell: 
Thefe  with  fuch  other  therein  dyd  excell. 
Our  Comedie  or  Enterlude  which  we  intende  to  play. 
Is  named  Royfler  Doyfler  in  deede. 
WJiich  againfl  the  vayne  glorious  doth  inuey, 
Whofe  humour  the  royfling  fort  continually  doth  feede 
Thus  by  your  pacience  we  intende  to  proceede 
In  this  our  Enterlude  by  Gods  leaue  and  grace, 
Ajid  here  I  take  my  leaue  for  a  ccrtaine  fpace. 

FINIS. 


Roister  Doister, 


Actus,  j.  Scaena.  j. 

fSlatljfTOe  ^crggreckc.     Be  entrdh  finghig. 

S  long  lyueth  the  mery  man  (they  fay) 

As  jdoth  the  fory  man,  and  longer 
by  a  day. 

Yet  the  Graffehopper  for  all  his 
Sommer  pipyng, 

Sterueth  in  Winter  wyth  hungrie 
gripyng,  [men  aduife 

Therefore  an  other  fayd  fawe  doth 
That  they  be  together  both  mery  and  wife. 
Thys  Leffon  miifl  I  practife,  or  elfe  ere  long, 
Wyth  mee^rathew  Merygreeke  it  will  be  wrong. 
In  deede  men  fo  call  me,  for  by  him  that  vs  bought, 
VVTiat  euer  chaunce  betide,  I  can  take  no  thought, 
Yei  wifedome  woulde  that  I  did  my  felfe  bethinke 
Where  to  be  prouided  this  day  of  meate  and  drinke  : 
For  know  ye,  that  for  all  this  merie  note  of  mine. 
He  might  appofc  me  now  that  fliould  a(ke  where  I  dine. 
My  lyuing  lieth  hcere  and  there,  of  Gods  grace. 
Sometime  wyth  this  good  man,  fometyme  in  that  place, 
Sometime  Lewis  Loytrcr  biddcth  me  come  necre. 
.Somewhylcs  Watkin  Wafler  makeih  vs  good  chcere, 
Sometime  Dauy  Die  (;i)layer  when  he  hath  well  call 
Kecpelh  reuell  route  as  long  as  it  will  lad. 
Sometime  Tom  Titiuile  maketh  vs  a  fcafl, 
Sometime  with  fir  Hugh  Pye  I  am  a  bidden  gucaft. 
Sometime  at  Nirhol  Neuertliriucs  I  get  a  foppe, 
Sometime  I  am  fcafled  with  Bryan  I'.linkinfoppc, 
Sometime  I  hang  on  Hankyn  Hoddydodics  flceut-, 
But  thys  day  on  Ralph  Royflcr  Doyflcrs  by  hys  leeuc. 
For  truely  of  all  nien  Tie  is  my  chicfc  banker 
T^oth  for  meate  and  money,  and  my  chiefe  fhootnnker 


12  Raisier  Doister. 

For,  footh  Roifler  Doifler  in  that  he  doth  fay, 

And  require  what  ye  will  ye  fliall  haue  no  nay. 

But  now  of  Roifler  Doifter  fomewhat  to  exprelle, 

That  ye  may  efleeme  him  after  hys  worthineffe. 

In  thefe  twentie  townes  and  feke  tliem  throughout. 

Is  not  the  like  flocke,  whereon  to  graffe  a  loute. 

All  the  day  long  is  he  facing  and  craking 

Of  his  great  actes  in  fighting  and  fraymaking  : 

But  when  Roifler  Doifler  is  put  to  his  proofc, 

To  keepe  the  Queenes  peace  is  more  for  his  behoofe. 

If  any  woman  fmyle  or  cafl  on  hym  an  eye, 

V^p  is  he  to  the  harde  eares  in  loue  by  and  by, 

And  in  all  the  hotte  hafle  mufl  flie  be  hys  wife. 

Elfe  farewell  hys  good  days,  and  farewell  his  life, 

Maifler  Raufe  Royfler  Doifler  is  but  dead  and  gon 

Excepte  fhe  on  hym  take  fome  compaffion, 

Then  chiefe  of  counfell,  mufl  be  Mathew  Merygreeke, 

What  if  I  for  manage  to  fuche  an  one  feeke  ? 

Then  mufl  I  footh  it,  what  euer  it  is  : 

For  what  he  fayth  or  doth  can  not  be  amiffe, 

Holde  vp  his  yea  and  nay,  be  his  nowne  white  fonne, 

Prayfe  and  roufe  him  well,  and  ye  haue  his  heart  wonne. 

For  fo  well  liketh  he  his  owne  fonde  fafhions 

That  he  taketh  pride  of  falfe  commendations. 

But  fuch  fporte  haue  I  with  him  as  I  would  not  leefe, 

Though  I  fliould  be  bounde  to  lyue  with  bread  and 

cheefe. 
For  exalt  hym,  and  haue  hym  as  ye  lufl  in  deede : 
Yea  to  hold  his  finger  in  a  hole  for  a  neede. 
I  can  with  a  worde  make  him  fayne  or  loth, 
I  can  with  as  much  make  him  pleafed  or  wroth, 
I  can  when  I  will  make  him  mery  and  glud, 
I  can  when  me  luR  make  him  fory  and  fad, 
I  can  fet  him  in  hope  and  eke  in  difpaire,  [faire. 

I  can  make  him  fpeake  rough,  and  make  him  fpeake 
But  I  maruell  I  fee  hym  not  all  thys  fame  day, 
I  wyll  feeke  him  out :  But  loe  he  commeth  thys  way, 
I  haue  yond  efpied  hym  fadly  comming, 
And  in  loue  for  twentie  pounde,  by  hys  glommyng. 
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Actus,  j.  Scaena.  ij. 

^itfe  ^oijEitcr  Roister.    |ltall)eto  |tlcnigi£ekc. 

^.  llogsJttr.  [l^fr^^jl^iOme  death  when  thou  will^ 

I  am  weary  of  my  life. 
pt.  IHcrji.  I  tolde  you  I 
we  fliould  wowe  another 
wife. 

fl.  JlcsfSUr.  Why  did  God  make  me  fuche  a  goodly 

perfon  ?  [fport  anon. 

fft.  i^lcrg.  lie  is  in  by  the  weke,  we  fliall  haue 

^.  Jlogstcr.  And  where  is  my  tniftie  friende  Mathew 

Merygreeke  ? 

|tl.  fftcv]).  I  wyll  make  as  I  fawe  him  not,  he  doth 

me  fceke.  [is  hee, 

%.  Jloi^ter.  I  haue  hym  elpyed  me  thinketh,  yond 

Hough  Mathew  Merygreeke  my  friend,  a  wonlc  with 

thee.  [hafte, 

|Vl.  |tlcrp.  I  wyll  not  heare  him,  but  make  as  I  had 

Farewell  all  my  good  friendes,  the  tyme  away  dothewaRe, 

And  the  tide  they  fay,  taricth  for  no  man. 

^.  Jioi^tcr.  Thou  mufl  with  thy  good  counfell  helpe 

me  if  thou  can. 
j(U.  ilttrn.  God  kecpe  thee  worfliypfuU  Maifter  Roi- 
fler  Doifler, 
And  fare  well  the  luflie  Maifler  Roifler  Doider, 
JR.  lionjstcr.   I   mufte  needes   fpeakc  with   thee  a 
worde  or  twaine.  [againe, 

§&..  ^rtcrg.  Within  a  month  or  two  I  will  be  here 
Negligence  in  grcate  affaires  ye  knowe  may  marre  all. 
jl.  ^loi)»tcr.  Atiende  vpon  mc  now,  and  well  rewarde 

thee  I  fhalF 
i^-  i^trj).  1  haue  take  my  leauc,  and  the  tide  is 
well  fpcnt.  [content, 

?l.  'iioijSttr.  T  die  except  thou  helpe,  I  pray  thee  be 
Doc  thy  parte  wcl  nowe,  and  afke  what  thovi  wilt. 
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For  without  th)'  aide  my  matter  is  all  fpilt. 

JTil.  iHcrj).  Then  to  ferue  your  turne  I  will  fome 
paines  take,  "' 

And  let  all  myne  owne  affaires  alone  for  your  fake. 

Jl.  Jioijstcr.  My  whole  hope  and  trull  reft<"th  onely 
in  thee. 

fltl.  cilery.  Thencan  ye notdoeamiffewhatener  itbee. 

'§..  SIo vaster.  Gramercies  Merygreeke,  mofl  bounde 
to  thee  I  am.  ^ 

|\il.  ^Icrj).  But  vp  with  that  heart,  and  fpeake  out 
like  a  ramme. 
Ye  fpeake  like  a  Capon  that  had  the  cough  now : 
Bee  of  good  cheere,  anon  ye  fhall  doe  well  ynow. 

^.  JlowjsUr.  Vpon  thy  comforte,  1  will  all  things 
well  handle.  [candle. 

1^.  |t:Uri).  So  loe,  that  is  a  bread  to  blowe  out  a 
But  what  is  this  great  matter  I  woulde  faine  knowe, 
We  fliall  fynde  remedie  therefore  I  trowe. 
Doe  ye  lacke  money  ?  ye  knowe  myne  olde  offers, 
Ye  haue  always  a  key  to  my  purfe  and  coffers. 

51.  Soggier.  I  thanke  thee  :  had  euer  man  fuche  a 
frende  ?  [lende. 

f^.  iHcni.  Ye  gyue  vnto  me  :  I  mufl  needes  to  you 

%.  Ilopjjlcc  Nay  I  haue  money  plentie  all  things 
to  difcharge.  [offer  fo  large. 

|E.  <tlcrg.  That  knewe  I  ryght  well  when  I  made 
But  it  is  no  fuche  matter. 

^.  ^er]).  What  is  it  than? 
Are  ye  in  daunger  of  debte  to  any  man  ? 
If  ye  be,  take  no  thought  nor  be  not  afraide, 
Let  them  hardly  take  thought  how  they  fhall  be  paide. 

^.  5lo});3tcr.  Tut  I  owe  nought. 

|a.  iBerg.  What  then?  fear  ye  imprifonment ? 

%.  Ilonjster.  No. 

|U.  itters-  No  I  wift  ye  offende,  not  fo  to  be  flient 
But  if  he  had,  the  Toure  coulde  not  you  fo  holde, 
But  to  breake  out  at  all  times  ye  would  be  bolde. 
What  is  it  ?  hath  any  man  threatned  you  to  beate  ? 

5^.  |lo2«(tcr.  What  is  he  that  durft  haue  put  me  in 
that  heate  ? 
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He  that  beateth  me  by  his  armes  fhall  well  fynde, 
That  I  will  not  be  farre  from  him  nor  runne  behinde. 
|U.  Itterj.  That  thing  knowe  all  men  euer  iince  ye 
ouerthrewe, 
The  fellow  of  the  Lion  which  Hercules  flewe. 
But  what  is  it  than?    ^,, 
^.  Hogjiter.  Of  loiie  I  make  my  mone.        [alone? 
|a.  lllecD.  Ah  this  fooliflie  a  Toue,  wilt  neare  let  vs 
But  bicaufe  ye  were  refufed  the  lafl  day, 
Ye  fayd  ye  woulde  nere  more  be  intanglcd  that  way. 
I  would  medle  no  more,  fmce  I  fynde  all  so  vnkinde, 
fv.  Jloj)!3tcr.  Yea,  but  I  can  not  fo  put  loue  out  of 

my  minde. 
|tlatl).  |Ucr.  But  is  your  loue  tell  me  firfl,  in  any  wife. 
In  the  way  of  Manage,  or  of  Merchandife? 
If  it  may  otherwife  than  lawfull  be  founde, 
Ye  get  none  of  my  hcipe  for  a  hundred  pounde. 
^.  JloDStcr.  No  by  my  trouth  I  would  haue  hir  to 
my  Wife.  [your  life, 

^d.  i^lcri;.  Then  are  ye  a  good  man,  and  God  faue 
And  what  or  who  is  flie,  wilh_y\'homexe.aje-ill-lou£^- 
|L  |[lor)$tcr."A  woman  whome  I  knowe  not  by  what 

meanes  to  mouc. 
(ft.  i>Urg.  Who  is  it? 
%.  ^lOP^tcr.  A^woman  yond,_ 
fU.  fKcrn.  What  is  hir  name? 
|i.  JlojjiStcr.  Hir  yonder, 
m.  iiaerij.  Whom. 
%.%w%\.tx.  MiflrcfTeah. 
JTl.  itttrn.  Fy  fy  for  fliame 
Loue  ye,  and  know  not  whomc?  but  hir  yonde.aWoman, 
Wc  fhail  tlicn  get  you  a  WyXc^.l  .can_nQtj5ll  whan. 
|l.  llopjJtcr.  The  faire  Woman^JhatJupped  w7th 
vs  ycflcmyght, 
And  I  hearde  hir  name  twice  or  thric  e,  and  had  it  r>'ght. 
|tl.  ittcrj.  Yea,  yc  may  fee  yc  nere  take  me  to  good 
cheere  with  you, 
If  ye  had,  I  coulde  haue  toldc  you  hir  name  now. 
|l  Hopfiftr.  I  was  to  blame  in  dccde.but  the  ncxtc 
lyiiie  i>t'V<;liaun(,e : 
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And  flie  iiPelleth  in  this  houfe. 
fft.  Jltterg.  WhatXihrifl-ian  Cuftance. 
|R.  ^gjSter.  Excej)t  I  haue^Ir  jQjTTy  Wife,  I  fhall 
runne  madde.  [for  madde. 

ill.  itttrg.  Nay  vnwife  perhaps,  but  I  warrant  you 
Jl.  ^ogXtcr.  I  am  vtterly  dead  vnlefle  I  haue  ray 

defire. 
Jtt.  |tterg.  Where  be  the  bellowes  that  blewe  this 

fodeine  fire  ? 
|R.  I^ojiister.   I  heare   flie   is  worthe   a  thoufande 
pounde  and  more.  [afore, 

in.  I^erjj.  Yea,  but  leame  this  one  leffon  of  me 
An  hundred  pounde  of  Marriage  money  doubtleiTe, 
Is  euer  thirtie  pounde  flerlyng,  or  fomewhat  leffe, 
So  that  hir  Thoufande  pounde  yf  fhe  be  thriftie, 
Is  muche  neere  about  two  hundred  and  fiftie, 
Howebeit  wowers  and  Widowes  are  neuer  poore. 
^.  ^ogjstcr.  Is  flie  a  Widowe  ?  I  loue  hir  better 

therefore. 
|H.  Iftcrg.  But  I  heare  flie  hath  made  promife  to 
another.  [my  brother. 

^.  |PiOg«iter.  He  fliall  goe  without  hir,  and  he  were 
|U.  |tterj).  I  haue  hearde  fay,  I  am  right  well  aduifed, 
That  flie  hath  to  Gawyn  Goodlucke  promifed. 
51.  Jlog^tcr.  \Miat  is  that  Gawyn  Goodlucke  ? 
iU.  |Hcrj).  a  Merchant  man. 

^.  flojijstev.  Shall  he  fpeede  afore  me  ?  nay  fir  by 
fweete  Sainct  Anne. 
Ah  fir,  Backare  quod  Mortimer  to  his  fowe, 
I  wyll  haue  hir  myne  ovvne  felfe  I  make  God  a  vow. 
For  I  tell  thee,  fhe  is  worthe  a  thoufande  pounde. 
|IX.  ^crp.  Yet  a  filter  wife  for  your  mafhip  might 
be  founde : 
Suche  a  goodly  man  as  you,  might  get  one  wyth  lande, 
Bcfides  poundes  of  golde  a  thoufande  and  a  thoufande, 
And  a  thoufande,  and  a  thoufande,  and  a  thoufande, 
And  fo  to  the  fumme  of  twentie  hundred  thoufande. 
Your  moR  goodly  perfonage  is  worthie  of  no  leffe. 
JH.  jSog^tcr.  JLaiU-iorif  God,  made  me  fo  coniely 
doubtleffc. 
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Foi  that  maketh  me  eche  where  fo  highly  fauoured, 
And  all  women  on  me  fo  enaniQured  [out  that? 

|tt.  fllcrj.  Enamoured  quod  you?  haue  ye  fpied 
Ah  fir,  mary  nowe  I  fee  you  know  what  is  what. 
Enamoured  ka  ?  mary  fir  fay  that  againe, 
But  I  thought  not  ye  had  marked  it  fo  plaine. 

^.  Jlogjstcr.  Yes,  eche  where  they  gaze  all  vppn  rne 
and  flare.  '  [they  dare. 

|tt.  lUcrn.   Yea  malkyn,  I  warrant  you  as  muche  as 
And  ye  will  not  beleue  what  they  fay  in  the  flreete, 
When  your  mafhyp  paffeth  by  all  fuch  as  I  meete, 
That  fometimes  I  can  fcarce  finde  what  aunfwere  to 

make. 
WTio  is  this  (fayth  one)  fir  Launcelot  dn  lake} 
Who  is  this,  greate  Guy  of  Warwike,  fayth  an  other? 
No  (fay  I)  it  is  the  thirtenth  Hcrades  brother. 
Who  is  this  ?  noble  Hcclor  of  Troy,  fayth  the  thirde  ? 
No,  but  of  the  fame  nefl  (fay  I)  it  is  a  birde. 
Who  is  this?  greate  Go/ia/i,  Sampfon,  or  Coibrande} 
No  (lay  I)  but  it  is  a  brute  of  the  Alie  lande. 
Who  is  this?  greate  Alexander}  or  CJiarle  le  Afaignel 
No,  it  is  the  tenth  Worthie,  fay  I  to  them  agayne : 
I  knowe  not  if  I  fayd  well. 

^l.  JloTi$ter..Yes.for  fp  I.auL 

|U.  Itltrjj.  Yea,  for  there  were  but  nine  worthies  be- 
fore ye  came. 
To  fome  others,  the  ihirde  Cato  I  doe  you  call. 
And  fo  as  well  as  I  can  I  aunfwere  llieni  all. 
Sir  I  pray  you,  what  lorde  or  great  gentleman  is  this? 
MaiRcr  Ralph  Roillcr  JJoifler  dame  fay  I,  ywis. 
O  Lorde  (faylh  flic  than)  what  a  goodly  man  it  is, 
Woulde  ChriR  I  had  fuch  a  hufbande  as  he  is. 
O  Lorde  (fay  fomc)  that  the  fight  of  his  fiice  we  lacke : 
It  is  inough  for  you  (fay  I)  to  fee  his  backe. 
His  face  is  for  ladies  of  high  and  noble  parages. 
With  whome  he  hardly  fcajielh  great  mariagcs. 
With  nnuhe  more  than  this,  anrl  much  othcrwife. 

JR.  ?lon0ler.  I  can  thee  ihanke  that  thou  canfl  fiiche 
anfweres  deuife  : 
But  I  perceyue  thou  doflc  me  throughly  Knowc. 
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|tt.  JtttrjJ.  I  marke  your  maners  for  myne  owne 
leamyng  I  trowe, 
But  fuche  is  your  beautie,  and  fuche  are  your  actes, 
Suche  is  your  perfonage,  and  fuche  are  your  factes, 
That  all  women  faire  and  fowle,  more  and  leffe,    [leffe. 
That  eye  you,  they  lubbe  you,  they  talke  of  you  doubt 
Your  p[l]eafant  looke  maketh  them  all  merie, 
Ye  paffe  not  by,  but  they  laugh  till  they  be  werie, 
Yea  and  money  coulde  I  haue  the  truthe  to  tell, 
Of  many,  to  bryng  you  that  way  where  they  dwell. 
^.  |log<(ter.  Merygreeke  for  this  thy  reporting  well 
of  mee  :  [pardee  : 

|«l.  ittcq).  What  flioulde  I  elfe  fir,  it  is  my  duetie 
p..  floiijJtcr.  I  promife  thou  fhalt  not  lackcj  while  I 

haue  a  grote. 
|tt.  I^crn.  Faith  fir,  and  I  nere  had  more  nede  of  a 

newe  cote. 
Jl.  ^logiSter.  Thou  flialte  haue  one  to  morowe,  and 
golde  for  to  fpende.  [endc. 

|U.  |ftcrD.  Then  I  trufl  to  bring  the  day  to  a  good 
For  as  for  mine  owne  parte  hauing  money  inowe, 
I  could  lyue  onely  with  the  remembrance  of  you. 
But  nowe  to  your  Widowe  whome  you  loue  fo  hotte. 
^.  JlonjJtcr.  By  cocke  thou  fayed  truthe,  I  had  al- 
mofl  forgotte.  [jigu  what? 

f.  iilerg.  What  if  Chriftian  Cuflancewill  not -haue 
^oijftcr.  Haue  me?    yes  I  warrant  you,  ^euer 
doubt  of  that, 
I  knowe  flie  loueth  me,  l^ut  flie  dare  not  fpeake. 
JU.  |Herjj.  In  deede  meete  it  were  fome  body  fhould 
it  breake.  [night, 

51.  ^oi^tcr.  She  looked  on  me  twentie  t}Tiies  yefler- 
And  laughed  fo. 
ftt.  ;(tterjj.  That  (he  coulde  not  fitte  vpright, 
Ti.  ^loistcr.  No  faith  coulde  fhe  not. 
|U.  JHcrg.  No  euen  fuch  a  thing  I  cafl. 
%.  p.Q'QiXn.  But  for  wowyng  thou  knoweft  women 
are  fhamefafl.  [glad, 

But  and  (he  '  icwe  my  minde,  I  knowe  (he  would  be 
And  thinke  it  the  befl  chaunce  that  euer  flic  had. 
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|tt.  |tterg.  Too  hir  then  like  a  man,  and  be  bolde 

fortli  to  (larte, 
Wowers  neuer  fpeede  well,  that  haue  a  falfe  harte. 

21.  ^loiister.  What  may  I  beft  doe? 

1^.  |tlcni.  Sir  remaine  ye  a  while, 
Ere  long  one  or  other  of  hir  houfe  will  appere. 
Ye  knowe  my  mihde. 

^.  Jlopster.  Yea  now  hardly  lette  me  alone. 

|U.  iBerg.  In  the  mcane  time  fir,  if  you  pleafe,  I 
wyll  home, 
And  call  your  Mufitians,  for  in  this  your  cafe 
It  would  fette  you  forth,  and  all  your  wowyng  grace, 
Ye  may  not  lacke  your  inflrumentes  to  play  and  fmg. 

?I.  ^lOnstcr.  Thou  knowed  I  can  doe  that. 

/tt.  iUcrg.  As  well  as  any  thing. 
Shall  I  go  call  your  folkes,  that  ye  may  fliewe  a  cafl  ? 

^.  2loi}0tcr.  Yea  runne  I  befeeche  thee  in  all  pofli- 
ble  hafle. 

jftt.ftlerij.  I  goe.  Exeat, 

%.  ^loyslcr.  Yea  for  I  loue  fmgyng  out  of  meafure. 
It  comforteth  my  fpirites  and  doth  me  great  pleafure. 
But  who  commeth  forth  yond  from  my  fwcte  hearte 

Cuflance  ? 
My  matter  framcth  well,  Ihys  is  a  luckie  chaunce. 

Actus,  j.  Scsena.  iij. 

fttage  fumble  vcw^i,  fpinu'w^  on  the  dijlaffi'.    Wxhti 

ZMi  apace,  /oic'j'ni;.    ;?y,nuot  ;Mjjfiicc  kniltjfis. 

|l.  51oi3lcr. 

fSi.  fUumbl.  9Sf9^^  thys  diftaffe  were  fpoonne 

Margerie  Mumblecrufl. 

"^'xh    Calk.    Where    good 

(laic  ale  is  will  drinke 

no  v.aier  I  trufl. 

fU.  ;Pilumbl.  Dame  Cuflance  hath  promifed  vs  good 

ale  and  white  bread.  [hir  head  : 

STib  oTalk.  If  Ihc  kcpe  not  promifc,  I  will  befhrewc 
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But  it  will  be  ftarke  nyght  before  I  fliall  haue  done, 
^i.  Jloj)$ter.  I  will  ftandc  here  a  while,  and  talke  with 
tliem  anon, 
I  heare  themipeake  of  Cuflance,  which  doth  my  heart 

good, 
To  heare  hir  name  fpoken  doth  eiien  comfort  my  blood, 
f^.  ilumbl.  Sit  downe  to  your  worke  Tibet  like  a 

good  girle. 
®ib.  Salk.  Nourfe  media  you  with  your  fpyndle  and 
your  whirl  e, 
No  hafle  but  good,  Madge  Mumblecruft,  for  whip  and 

whurre 
The  olde  prouerbe  doth  fay,  neuer  made  good  furre. 
ftJ.  laitmbl.  Well,  ye  v/yll  fitte  downe  to  your  worke 
-  anon,  I  truft. 
S^ib.  ®alk.  Soft  fire   maketh   fweete   make,   good 

Madge  Mumblecrull. 
|E.  Jtlumbl.  And  fweete  malte  maketh  ioly  good  ale 

for  the  nones.. 
©ib.  STalk.  Whiche  will  Aide  downe  the  lane  without 
any  bones.  Cantet. 

Olde  browne  bread  crufles  mufl.  haue  much  good 

mumblyng, 
Butgoodaledowneyour  throtc  hath  good  eafie  tumbling. 
^.  |So])sitcr.  The  iolyefl  wenche  that  ere  I  hearde, 
little  moufe, 
May  I  not  reioyce  that  fhe'  fliall  dwell  in  my  houfe  ? 
®ib.  (ITalk.  So  firrha,  nowe  this  geare  beginneth  for 

to  frame. 
itt.  JHumbl.  Thanks  to  God,  though  jour  work  (land 

(lil,  your  tong  is  not  lame 
Sib.  ©alk.  And  though  your  teeth  be  gone,  both  fc 
fharpe  and  fo  fine 
Vet  your  tongue  can  renne  on  patins  as  well  as  mine. 
itt.  fttumbl.  Ye  were  not  for  nought  named  Tyb 

Talke  apace.  " 

JKib.  ®alk.  Doth  my  talke  grieue  you  ?    Alack,  God 

faue  your  grace. 
^.  Jllttmbl.  I  holde  a  grote  ye  will  drinke  anon  for 
this  geare. 
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STib.  STalk.  And  I  wyll  pray  you  the  flripcs  for  me 

to  beare. 
|E.  |Rumbl.  I  holde  a  penny,  ye  will  drink  mthout 

a  cup.  [all  vp. 

Sib.  STalk.  Wherein  fo  ere  ye  drinke,  I  wote  ye  drinke 
^n.  Algfacc.  By  Cock  and  well  fowed,  my  good 

Tibet  Talke  apace. 
STib.  STalk.  And  een  as  well  knitte  my  nowne  Annot 

Alyface. 
,  '§..  ^ogsitcr.  See  v/hat  a  fort  flie  kepeth  that  mufl 

be  my  wife. 
Shall  not  I  when  I  haue  hir,  leade  a  merrie  life  ? 
Sib.  Salk.  Welcome  my  good  wenche,  and  fitte 

here  by  me  iufl. 
^n.  ;3llgface.  And  howe  doth  our  old  beldame  here, 

Mage  Mumblecrufl.? 
2tib.  STalk.  Chyde,  and  finde  faultes,  and  threaten 

to  complaine. 
^n.  ^lyface.  To  make  vs  poore  girles  fhent  to  hir 

is  fmall  gaine. 
ftl.  |Uumbl.  I  dyd  neyther  chyde,  nor  complaine, 

nor  threaten. 
Jl.  Xlon^ter.  It  woulde  grieue  my  heart  to  fee  one  of 

them  beaten. 
(&.  |ltnmbl.  I  dyd  nothyng  but  byd  hir  worke  and 

holde  hir  peace. 
STib.  Salk.  So  would  I,  if  you  coulde  your  clatter- 
ing ceafTe  : 
But  the  deuill  can  not  make  olde  trottc  holde  hir  tong. 
^n.  ;M]ifact.  Let  all  thcfe  matters  paffe,  and  we  three 

fing  a  fong, 
So  fhall  we  pleafaiUly  bothe  the  tyme  beguile  now, 
And  eke  difpatche  all  our  workes  ere  we  can  loll  how. 
(Lib.  STalk.  I  flirew  them  that  fay  nay,  and  tliat  fliall 

not  be  I. 
ill.  I^nmbl.  And  I  am  well  content. 
(Lib.  (Talk.  Sing  on  tlicn  by  and  by. 
in.  ^lOBJJttr.  And  I  will  not  away,  but  liflen  to  their 

long, 
Vet  Merygreckc  anil  my  folkes  tary  xery  long. 
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Sl^ib,  |in,  and  Jttargcrie,  doefinge  here. 

Pipe  raery  Annot  etc. 
Trilla,  Trilla.  Trillarie. 
Worke  Tibet,  worke  Annot,  worke  Margerie. 
Sewe  Tibet,  knitte  Annot,  fpinne  Margerie. 
Let  vs  fee  who  fliall  \vinne  the  victorie. 

%\h.  Salk.  This  fleue  is  not  willyng  to  be  fewed  1 

trowe,  [throwc. 

.\  fmall  thing  might  make  me  all  in  the  grounde  to 

Then  they  fing  agayne. 

Pipe  meme  Annot.  etc. 

Trilla.  Trilla.  Trillarie. 

What  Tibet,  what  Annot,  what  Margerie. 

Ye  fleepe,  but  we  doe  not,  that  fliall  we  trie. 

Your  fingers  be  nombde,  our  worke  will  not  lie. 

STifa.  STalk.  If  ye  doe  fo  againe,  well  I  would  aduife 
you  nay. 
In  good  footh  one  floppe  more,  and  I  make  holy  day. 

They  finge  the  thirde  tyme. 

Pipe  Mery  Annot.  etc. 
Trilla.  Trilla.  Trillarie. 
Nowe  Tibbet,  now  Annot,  nowe  Margerie. 
Nowe  whippet  apace  for  the  mayflrie. 
But  it  will  not  be,  our  mouth  is  fo  drie. 

STib.  (ITalk.  Ah,  eche  finger  is  a  thombe  to  day  me 
thinke, 
[  care  not  to  let  all  alone,  choofe  it  fwimme  or  finke. 

They  fing  the  fourth  tyme. 

Pipe  Mcry  Annot.  etc 
Trilla.  Trilla.  Trillarie. 
When  Tibet,  when  Annot,  when  Margerie. 
1  will  not,  I  can  not,  no  more  can  I.    Lette  Mr  taste 
Then  giue  we  all  ouer,  and  there  let  it  lye.   Jv^'/^e.  " 

STib.  STalk.  There  it  lieth,  the  worfle  is  but  a  curried 
cote, 
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Tut  I  am  vfed  therto,  I  care  not  a  grote. 
^n.  ^Ipface.   Haue  we  done  fingyng  fince?  then 
will  I  in  againe, 
Here  I  founde  you,  and  here  I  leaue  bothtwaine.  Exeat. 
^.  fitmnbl.  And  I  will  not  be  long  after:  Tib 

Talke  apace. 
2^ib.  Salk.  What  is  ye  matter? 
|H.  flXumb.  Yond  Rode  a  man  al  this  fpace 
And  hath  hearde  all  that  euer  we  fpake  tog>ther. 
eib.  elialk.  Mary  the  more  loute  he  for  his  comming 
hither. 
And  theTelTe  good  he  can  to  liflen  maidena  talke. 
I  care  not  and  I  go  byd  him  hence  for  to  walke : 
It  were  well  done  to  knowe  what  he  maketh  here 
aAvay. 
$.  ?log3ter.  Nowe  niyght  I  fpeake  to  Uiem,  if  I  wift 
wnat  to  fay.  [he  is. 

fO,.  ^umbl.  Nay  we  will  go  both  off,  and  fee  what 
^i.  |LiOi)sstcr.  One  that  hath  hearde  all  your  talke 

and  fmgyng  ywis. 
STib.  Kalk.  The  more  to  blame  you,  a  good  thriftie 
hufbandc  [hande. 

Woulde  elfc'where  haue  had  fome  better  matters  in 
Jl.  Jloggtcic    I  dyd  it  for  no  harme,  but  for  good 
loue  I  beare,  [heare. 

To  your  dame  miflreffe  Cuflance,   I  did  your  talke 
And  Miflreffe  nource  I  will  kifle  you  for  acquaintance, 
^.  ^umbl.  I  come  anon  fir. 
Sib.  Sallt.  Faith  I  would  our  dame  Cuflance 
Sawe  this  gcarc. 

^.  |tlnmbl.   I  mufl  firfl  wipe  al  cleane,  yea  I  mufl, 
©ib.  ®alk.  Ill  chieue  it  dotyng  foole,  but  it  mufl  be 

cua. 

|tt.  |Vlumbl.  God  yelde  you  fir,  chad  not  fo  much 

ichottc-not  whan, 
Nerefmce  chwas  bore  chwinc,  of  fuch  a  gay  gentleman. 
|R.  JiOggter.  I  will  ki(Te  you  too  maydcn  for  the  good 

will  I  beare  you. 
2l^ib.  (ITalk.  No  forfoth,  by  your  Icaue  ye  fliall  not 

kitfe  rac. 
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%.  ^JoiiiStcr.  Yes  be  not  afcarde,  I  doe  not  difdayne 

you  a  whit. 
S^ib.  (ITitlh.  Why  flioulde  I  feare  you  ?  I  haue  not 

fo  little  wit, 
Ye  are  but  a  man  I  knowe  very  well. 
%.  |loj)jStcr.  Why  then  ? 
Sib.  STalk.  Forfooth  for  I  wyll  not,  I  vfe  not  to 

kiffe  men. 
%..  ^ogstcr.  I  would  faine  kiffe  3'ou  too  good  maiden, 

if  I  myght. 
Sib.  Salk.  What  fhold  that  neede  ? 
fl.  ^oiigtcr.  But  to  honor  you  by  this  light. 
I  vfe  to  kiffe  all  them  that  I  loue  to  God  I  vowe. 
Sib.  Sallt.  Yea  fir  ?  I  pray  you  when  dyd  ye  lafl 

kiffe  your  Cowe. 
^.  ^ogiStcr.  Ye  might  be  proude  to  kiffe  me,  if  ye 

were  wife. 
Sib.  Siilh.  What  promotion  were  therein  ? 
^.  ^ogjSter.  Nourfe  is  not  fo  nice. 
Sib.  Salk.  Well  I  haue  not  bene  taught  to  kiffing 

and  licking. 
^.  Jlojjjster.  Yet  I  thanke  you  miflrellfe  Nourfe,  ye 

made  no  flicking. 
|tt.  |Humbl.  I  will  not  flicke  for  a  koffe  with  fuch 

a  man  as  you. 
Sib.  Salk.  They  that  lufl :    I  will  againe  to  my 

fewyng  now. 
^n.  ^lgfac[c].  Tidings  hough,  tidings,  dameCuflance 

greeteth  you  well. 
^.  Jlog^tcr.  Whome  me  ? 

|in.  ^^Infacc.  You  fir?  no  fir?  I  do  no  fuche  tale  tell. 
Jl.  ^opsitcr.  But  and  Hie  knewe  me  here. 
%Xi.  ^lyfate.  Tybet  Talke  apace, 
Your  miflreffe  Cuflance  and  mine,  mufl  fpeake  w'th 

your  grace. 
Sib.  Salk.  With  me  ? 
^n.  ^lj)facc.  Ye  muRe  come  in  to  hir  out  of  all 

doutes. 
Sib.  Salk  And  my  work  not  half  done  ?    A  mis- 
chief on  all  loutes.  Ex.  nm. 
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|i.  ^ogjiter.  Ah  good  fweet  nourfe. 

fltt.  ittumb.  A  good  fweete  gentleman. 

fS..  Jou^ter.  What  ? 

ftt.  IttumbL  Nay  I  can  not  tel  fir,  but  what  tiling 

would  you  ? 
^.  ^ogjstci:.  Howe  dothe  fweete  Cuftance,  my  heart 
of  gold,  tell  me  how  ? 
^g^~  ftt.  ^umbL  She  dothe  very  weU_fir,  and  com- 
maunde  me  to  you. 
5R.  ISog^ter.  To  me  ? 
;pl.  Ittumbl.  Yea  to  you  fir. 
%.  ^ojjjster.  To  me  ?  nurfe  tel  me  plain 
To  me? 
fa.  Jfttuinb.  Ye. 

1^  ^og^tcr.  That  word  maketh  me  aliue  again. 
|ll.  |llumbl.  She  commaunde  me  to  one  laft  day 

who  ere  it  was. 
^.  ^Eojjisttr.  That  was  een  to  me  and  none  other 

by  the  Mafle. 
|tt.  Jltlnmbl.  I  can  not  tell  you  furely,  but  one  it 

was. 
JR.  JiogjSttr.  It  was  I  and  none  other:  this  commeth 
to  good  paffe. 
I  promife  thee  nourfe  I  fauour  hir. 
|tt.  ittnmb.  Een  fo  fir. 

^lOji^ttr.  Bid  hir  fue  to  me  for  manage. 
;lTlnmbl.  Een  To  fir.  - 

Jloy^tcr.  And  furely  for  thy  (ake  (he  Ihall  fpeede. 
|Uumb.  Een  fo  fir. 

3Roij!»tcr.  I  fliall  be  contented  to  take  hir. 
gl.  ittnmb.  Eon  fo  fir. 

JR.  yionstcr.  But  at  thy  requefl  and  for  thy  fake. 
f^.  illumb.  Een  fo  fir. 
|&.  yi02«ttr.  i\nd  come  hearke  in  thine  eare  what  to 

fay. 
ftt.  fttumb.  Een  fo  fir.  ^''Tf '"''*"^ 

•  •  ttU  hir  a  ^rtal 

lo'>K  tnU  IM 
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Actus,  j.  Scaena.  iiij. 

JUatlicto  ^crggrceke.  Pobinet  pongl)tie.  ^arpax. 
lilalp!)  Poa^tci'.  lUargcvie  |Eumblecru)8t. 

|tt.  iHerj.  '^^^^g'jOme  on  firs  apace,  and  quiie 

your  felues  like  men, 
Your  pains  fhalbe  rewarded. 
p.  Poit.   But  I   wot  not 
when. 

Jtl.  JHerj).  Do  your  maifter  worfhip   as  ye   haue 

done  iu  time  pad.  [haue  a  cafl. 

p.  jEDougl).  Speake  to  them  :  of  mine  office  he  fliall 

|tt.  |Hcrg.  Harpax,  looke  that  thou  doe  well  too, 

and  thy  fellow. 
Harpax.    I  warrant,  if  he  will  myne  example  folowe. 
JE.  |ttfrn.    Curtfle   whoorefons,   douke    you    and 
crouche  at  euery  worde,  [horde. 

p.  Pougl).  Yes  wiiether  our  maifler  fpeake  earnefl  or 
|tt.  pierjj.  For  this  lieth  vpon  his  preferment  in 
deede.  [fpeede. 

p.  SongI).  Oft  is  hee  a  wower,  but  neuer  doth  he 
fSi.  fElcrg.  But  with  whome  is  he  nowe  fo  fadly 

roundyng  yond  ? 
p.  Pongl).  With  Nobs  nicebecetiir  miferere  fonde. 
[i^]  i^^n?-  God  be  at  your  wedding,  be  ye  fpedde 
alredie  ? 
I  did  not  fuppofe  that  your  loue  was  fo  greedie, 
I  perceiue  nowe  ye  haue  chofe  of  deuotion. 
And  ioy  haue  ye  ladie  of  your  promotion. 
51.  ^onjstcr.  Tuflie  foole,  thou  art  deceiued,  this  is 
not  (he.  [well  I  vife  ye. 

i^-  l^f'-'fi-  ^^^  mocke  muche  of  hir,  and  keepe  hit 
I  will  take  no  charge  of  fuch  a  faire  piece  keeping. 
^.  fttambL  Wliat  ayleth  thys  fellowe?  he  driueth 
me  to  weeping.  [merrie  woman, 

|El.  ittcrj).  What  weepe  on  the  weddyng  day?  be 
Thoi  jn  I  fay  it,  ye  haue  chofe  a  good  gentleman. 
Jl.  ^ODfitfr.  Kocks  nownes  what  meanefl  thou  ma*!, 
tut  a  whiftle. 
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[|tt.  i^erw.]  Ah  fir,  be  good  to  hir,  flie  is  but  a 
Ah  fweete  lambe  and  coney.  [griflle, 

%.  JloggUr.  Tut  thou  art  decerned.  [receiued. 

|U.  |tterg.  Weepe  no  more  lady,  ye  fhall  be  well 
Vp  wyth  fome  mery  noyfe  firs,  to  bring  home  the  bride. 

^  ^o|))»tcr.  Gogs  armes  knaue,  art  thou  madde  ? 
I  tel  thee  thou  art  wide.  [home  brought. 

|H.  ^crg.  Then  ye  entende  by  nyght  to  haue  hir 

%.  ^ogsittr.  I  tel  thee  no. 

|tl.  i^lerj).  How  then? 

Jl.  flogjitcr.  Tis  neither  ment  ne  thought. 

ftl.  ^tteni.  What  (liall  we  then  doe  with  hir? 

^.  jKo2«{tev.  Ah  foolifh  harebraine, 
This  is  not  fhe. 

|H.  iUcrij.  No  is  ?  why  then  vnfayde  againe, 
And  \vijat>Xirig-gixl£.is.t]iis  withyojitmafliypfo  bolde? 

Jl.  Iloy^tcr.  A  girle  ?  [yere  old. 

|Hl.  Itterg.  Yea.     I  dare  fay,  fcarfe  yet  three  fcore 

%.  ^opjster.  This  laraeis-iiifiLfliire  widowcs  npurlJL. 
of  whome  ye  wotte.  ("home  olde  troite, 

fX.  Itlerg.  Is  fhe  but  a  nourfe  of  a  houfe  ?  hence 
Hence  at  once, 

Jl.  ?lopgter.  No,  no. 

|ll.  ^trp.  What  an  plcafe  your  mafliip 
A  nourfe  talke  fo  homely  with  one  of  your  worfhip? 

%..  ^lojj^tcr.  I  will  haue  it  fo :  it  is  myplcafure  and  will. 

i^-  i^fi^B-    Then    I   am   content.      Nourfe   come 
againe,  tarry  dill. 

Jl.  lilogstcr.  What,  Ihe  will  helpejprward,. this  my 
futc  for  hir  part.  [ing  on  my  hart. 

|lt.  ffterij.  Then  ifl  mine  owne  pygs  nic,  and  blefs- 

%.  |loji)Stcr.  This  is  our  bed  friend  man. 

|!l.  itlenr  Then  tcarh  hir  wliat  to  fay 

/tt.  ^urnbl.   I  am  taught  alrcadie. 

itl.  in  erg.  Then  go,  make  no  delay. 

|R.  jRoijjsttr.  Yet  hark  one  word  in  thine  eare. 

|tt.  jUtrw.   Back  firs  from  his  tailc.  [counfaile  ? 

|R.  iionjjtcr.  Backe  vilaynes,  will  ye  be  priuic  of  my 

ffl.  /Hcrj.   Backe  firs,   fo  :    I  tolde  you  afore  ye 
woulde  be  flienL 
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%.  Ilogjitcr.  She  fhall  haue  the  fira  day  a  whole 
pecke  of  argent 

|E.  JEumbL  A  pecke  ?  Nomine  patris,  hauc  ye  fo 
much  fpare  ?  [were  it  bare, 

^.  ^vog^ter.  Yea  and  a  carte  lode  therto,  or  elfe 
Befides  other  mouablcs,  houfliolde  fluffe  and  lande. 

|tt.  JUttmbl.  Haue  ye  lands  too. 

%..  fiogsitcr.  An  hundred  marks. 

fSi.  JHcrj).  Yea  a  thoufand 

|H.  ^umbl.  Andhaue  ye cattell  too?  andflieepetoo? 

p.  ^og^tcr.  Yea  a  fewe.  [fhewe. 

|E.  JEcrg.  He  is  afhamed  the  numbre  of  them  to 
Een  rounde  about  him,  as  many  thoufande  fheepe  goes, 
As  he  and  thou  and  I  too,  haue  fingers  and  toes. 

|B.  Ittumbl.  And  how  many  yeares  olde  be  you? 

%.  EogJitcr.  Fortie  at  left. 

$^.  JEerg.  Yea  and  thrice  foftie  to  them. 

%.  flosjStcr.  Nay  now  thou  dofl  ied. 
I  am  not  fo  olde,  thou  mifreckonefl  my  yeares. 

f^.  IHerg.  I  know  that :   but  my  minde  was  on 
bullockes  and  fleeres. 

|Kl.  JVlumbl.  And  what  (hall  I  (hewe  hir  your  mas- 
terfliips  name  is  ?  [that  ywis. 

|i.  flogjStcr.  Nay  fhe  fhall  make  fute  ere  (he  know 

|tt.  |ttumbl.  Yet  let  me  fomewhat  knowe. 

in.  |Her2-  This  is  hee  vnderfland, 
That  killed  the  blewe  Spider  in  Blanchepouder  lande. 

jn.  Iftumbl.  Yea/4^,  William  zee  law.dydhezo  law? 

|E.  |fter|i.  Yea  and  the  ladElephantthateuerheCawe, 
As  the  beaft.  pafled  by,  he  flart  out  of  a  bufke, 
And  een  mth  pure  ftrength  of  armes  pluckt  out  his 
great  tufke.  [that  ? 

|tt.  |ttrtmbl.  lefiis,  nomine  patrisy  what  a  thing  was 

%.  I^oijstcr.  Yea  but  Merygreke  one   thing   thou 

'" .  ^tv^.  What  ?  [haft  forgot, 

^ogjitcr.  Of  thother  Elephant. 
•  l^f^'fi-  Oh  hym  that  fledde  away, 
^ojister.  Yea.  [that  day 

fSi.  f^vrsi-  Yea  he  knew  that  his  match  was  in  place 
Tut.  he  bet  the  king  of  Crickets  on  Chriftmaffe  day. 
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That  he  crept  in  a  hole,  and  not  a  worde  to  fay 

/tt.  I^umbl.  A  fore  man  by  zembletee. 

lU.  |ltcrg.  Why,  he  wrong  a  club 
Once  in  a  fray  out  of  the  hande  of  Bclzebub. 

p.  ^ogster.  And  how  v.hen  Mumfifion  ? 

Jtl.  Itterg.  Oh  your  couArelyng 
Bore  the  lanteme  a  fielde  fo  before  the  gozelyng. 
Nay  that  is  to  long  a  matter  now  to  be  tolde  : 
Neuer  aflce  his  name  Nurfe,  I  warrant  thee,  be  bolde, 
He  conquered  in  one  day  from  Rome,  to  Naples, 
And  woonne  Townes  nourfe  as  fafl  as  thou  canfl  make 
Apples.  [he  is  to  fore. 

ftt.  Jtlumbl.  0  Lorde,  my  heart  quaketh  for  fearc  : 

^  l^jifiUr.  Thou   makefl   hir  to  _siuch_alearde, 
Merygrecke  no  more. 
This  tale  woulde  fgaxe-iny  fweete  heart  Cullanee-  right 
euill.  [not  the  deuill. 

|tt.  Jtlcrg.  Nay  let  hir  take  him  Nurfe,  and  feare 
But  thus  is  our  fong  daflit.     Sirs  ye  may  home  againe. 

|J.  ^ogjJter.  No  fhall  they  not.     I  charge  you  all 
here  to  rcmaine  : 
The  villaine  flaues  a  whole  day  ere  they  can  be  founde. 

f/Si.  iHerjj.  Couche  on  your  maiybones  whoorefons, 
down  to  the  ground. 
Was  it  meete  he  fhould  tarie  fo  long  in  one  place 
Without  harmonie  of  Mufike,  or  fome  folace  ? 
Who  fo  hath  fuche  bees  as  your  maifler  in  hys  head. 
Had  neede  to  haue  his  fpiriles  with  Mufike  to  be  fed. 
By  your  maiflerfliips  licence. 

^.  Jlojjsttr.  What  is  that?  a  moate?    [your  coate. 

|tt.  itttriJ-  No  it  was  a  fooles  feather  had  light  on 

|R.  yoij^ter.  I  was  nigh  no  feathers  fmce  I  came 
from  my  bed.  [your  hcd. 

itt.  jftttrg.  No  fir,  it  was  a  haire  that  was  fall  from 

%..  ^oijster.   My  men  com  when  it  plefe  them. 

/|tt.  illtrjj.  By  your  Icue. 

5R.  Cloister.  What  is  that?  [foot  of  a  gnat. 

0.  /Ucrp.  Your  gown  was  foule  fpotted  with  the 

jl.  jUoijJttr.  Their  maifter  to  offendc  they  arc  no- 
What  now  ?  [thing  afeardc. 
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££i.  i^crj.  A  loufy  haire  from  your  tnaflerfhipg 
beard.  [one  offence. 

Omnes  famidcB.  And  fir  for  Nurfes  fake  pardon  this 
We  fliall  not  after  this  fhew  the  like  negHgence. 
^.  |So||!8tcr.  I  pardon  you  this  once,  and  come  fmg 
nere  the  wurfe.  [tieman  nurfe? 

|tt.  Ittcrj).  How  like  you  the  goodneffe  of  this  gen- 
|E.  |ttumbl.  God  faue  his  maiflerfliip  that  fo  can 
his  men  forgeue, 
And  I  wyll  heaie  them  fing  ere  I  go,  by  his  leaue. 
51.  Pogjitcr.  Mary  and  thou  flialt  wenche,  come  we 
two  will  daunce.  [fong  perchaunce. 

|tt.  IHtiinbl.  Nay  I  will  by  myne  owne  felfe  foote  the 
%.  ^logjstcr.  Go  to  it  firs  luftily. 
|tl.  |ttumbl.  Pipe  vp  a  mery  note, 
Let  me  heare  it  playde,  I  will  foote  it  for  a  grote. 

Cantent.  [rniflreffe. 

%.  floBSJter.  Nownurfetakethysfame  letter  hereto  thy 
And  as  my  tmfl  is  in  thee  plie  my  bufmeffe. 
DEI.  JHumbl.  It  fhalbe  done  ? 
Jtlcrg.  Who  made  it  ? 
I.  ^ogjitcr.  I  wrote  it  ech  whit. 

Ittcrg.  Then  nedes  it  no  mending. 
t.  ^onsJter.  No,  no. 
Jtt.  Ittcrjj.  No  I  know  your  wit. 
X  warrant  it  wel. 

|ft.  Jltlumb.  It  fhal  be  deliuered. 
But  if  ye  fpeede,  fhall  I  be  confidered  ? 
Jtt.  itterji.  Whough,  dofl  thou  doubt  of  that? 
itta^ge.  What  fhal  I  haue  ?  [deuife  to  craue 

|Vl.  Iftcrj).  An  hundred  times  more  than  thou  canfl 
|\fl.  lUumbl.   Shall  I  haue  fome  newe  geare  ?  for 
my  olde  is  all  fpent.  [ladies  rayinent. 

|U.  i^crg.  The  worfl.  kitchen,  wench  Ihall  goe  in 
fSi.  Ittxtmbl.  Yea  ?  [go  better 

f£l.  |tler]).  And  the  worfl  drudge  in  the  houfe  flial 
Than  your  miflreffe  doth  now. 

fftar.  Then  I  trudge  with  your  letter,      [mine  owne. 

|[l.  Jlogjstcr.  Now  may  I  repofe  me  :  Cuflancc  is 

I^t  vs  fing  and  play  homeward  that  it  may  be  knownc. 
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^.  ittery.  But  are  you  fure,  that  XQurJetter  is  well 
R.  ^onjStcr.  I  \vTote  it  my  felfe.  [enough  ? 

|tt.  JEcrj).  Then  fing  we  to  dinner. 

Here  t/iey  fing,  and  go  out  finding. 

Actus,  j.  Sc^na.  v. 

CrijrijJtun  (Tu^titnce.     fClargcrie  |Uttmblta'u;St. 

<!;.  Qlujitance.  I^^^^^'^o  tooke  thee  thys  letter 

Margerie  Mumblecrufl? 
|tl.  llXutnbl.  A  luftie  gay 
bacheler  tooke  it  me  of 
truft, 

And  if  ye  feeke  to  him  he  will  lowe  your  doing. 
(Jt.  (J>u$tan£c.  Yea,  but  where  learned  he  that  man- 
ner of  wowing  ?  [take, 
|tt.  |Uumbl.  If  to  fue  to  hym,  you  will  any  paines 
He  will  haue  you  to  his  wife  (he  fayth)  for  my  fake. 
^"^-.-^Ttjrtitncc.  Some  wife  gentleman  belike.     I  am 

befpoken  : 
And  I  thought  verily  thys  had  bene  fome  token   [pleafe 
Ftom.my  dere  fpoufe  Gawin  GoodlucTc,  whom  when  hmi 
God  luckily  fende  home  to  both  our  heartes  eafe. 

^.  |Uumbl.  A  ioyly  man  it  is  I  wote  well  by  report, 
And  would  haue  you  to  him  for  marriage  refort : 
Befl  open  the  writing,,  and  fee  wjiai-it  doth,  fpeake. 
(H.  (itugtance.   At  thys  time  nourfe  I  will  neither 

reade  ne  breake. 
^.  |tlumbl.   He  promifed  to  giue   you  a  whole 
pccke  of  golde.  [Hiall  be  all  tolde. 

(ff.  (!lu)Stanu.  Perchaunce  lackc  of  a  pynLe  when  it 
|tl.  |T[lumbl.  I  would  take  a  gay  rirhe  hufbande, 
and  I  were  you.  [if  I  were  thou. 

C  CujJtance.  In  good  footh  Madge,  een  fo  would  I, 
But  no  more  of  this  fond  taike  now,  let  vs  go  in, 
And  fee  tliou  no  more  mouc  me  folly  to  Lj„nn. 
Nor  bring  mee  no  mo  Iciicrs  for  no  maus  pkaluie, 
But  thou  know  from  whom. 

jtt.  ^nmbl.  I  warrant  ye  fhall  be  fure. 
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Actus,  ij.  Scaena.  j. 

Pobintt  ^ougljUe. 

p.  pouyl).  pSi^saK^tgB|8|  Here  is  the  houfe  I  goe 

to,  l)efore  or  behinde  ? 
I  know  not  where  nor 
when  nor  how  I  flial 
it  finde. 
If  I  had  ten  mens  bodies 
and  legs  and  flrength, 
This  trotting  that  I  haue 
mud  needes  lame  me  at  length. 
And  nowe  that  my  mailler  is  new  fet  on  wowyng, 
I  trufl  there  fhall  none  of  vs  finde  lacke  of  doyng : 
Two  paire  of  fhoes  a  day  will  nowe  be  too  litle 
To  feiue  me,  I  mufl  trotte  to  and  fro  fo  mickle. 
Go  beare  me  thys  token,  carrie  me  this  letter, 
Nowe  this  is  the  befl  way,  nowe  that  way  is  better. 
Vp  before  day  firs,  I  charge  you,  an  houre  or  twaine, 
Trudge,  do  me  thys  meffage,  and  bring  worde  quicke 

again  e, 
If  one  miffe  but  a  minute,  then  his  armes  and  woundes, 
I  woulde  not  haue  flacked  for  ten  thoufand  poundes. 
Nay  fee  I  befeeche  you,  if  my  mofl  truftie  page, 
Goe  not  nowe  aboute  to  hinder  my  mariage, 
So  feruent  hotte  wowyng,  and  fo  farre  from  wiuing, 
I  trowe  neuer  was  any  creature  liuyng, 
With  euery  woman  is  he  in  fome  loues  pang, 
Then  vp  to  our  lute  at  midnight,  twangledome  twang. 
Then  twang  with  our  fonets,  and  twang  with  our  dumps, 
And  heyhough  from  our  heart, as  heauie  as  lead  lumpes: 
Then  lo  our  recorder  with  toodleloodle  poope 
As  the  howlet  out  of  an  yuie  bufhe  fliould  hoope. 
Anon  to ourgitteme,  thrumpledum, thrumpleduni thrum, 
Thrumpledum,  thrumpledum,  thrumpledum,  thrumple- 
Of  Songs  and  Baladcs  alfo  he  is  a  maker,     [dum  thmm. 
And  that  can  he  as  finely  doe  as  lacke  Raker, 
Yea  and  extempore  will  he  dities  compofe. 
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FooHlhe  Marfias  nere  made  the  like  I  fuppofe, 

Yet  mud  we  fmg  them,  as  good  fluffe  I  vndertake, 

As  for  fuch  a  pen  man  is  well  fittyng  to  make. 

A.h  for  thefe  long  nights,  heyhow,  when  ^^^ll  it  be  day? 

I  feare  ere  I  come  flie  will  be  wowed  away. 

Then  when  aunfwere  is  made  that  it  may  not  bee, 

0  death  why  commeft  thou  not  ?  by  and  by  (fayth  he) 
But  then,  from  his  heart  to  put  away  forowe, 

He  is  as  farre  in  with  fome  newe  loue  next  morowe. 
But  in  the  meane  feafon  we  trudge  and  we  trot, 
From  dayfpring  to  midnyght,  I  fit  not,  nor  reft.  not. 
A.nd  now  am  I  fent  to  dame  Chriflian  Cuft.ance : 
But  1  feare  it  will  ende  with  a  mocke  for  paft.ance. 
I_bring[  hir_a_rin^j^  with  a  token  in  a  cloute, 
AnSTby  all  geife,  this  fame  is  hir  houfe  out  of  doute. 

1  knowe  it  nowe  perfect,  I  am  in  my  riglit  way. 

And  loe  yond  the  olde  nourfe  that  was  wyth  vs  laft.  day. 

Actus,  ij.  Scae;ia.  ij. 

|!lage  fttnmbUcrrtjst.     pobinct  pongljtic. 

ftt.  ^umbl.  P^^^®  W'as  nere  fo  fhoke  vp  afore 

fmce  I  was  borne, 
That  our  miftreffe  coulde 
not  haue  chid  I  wold 
haUe  fwome  : 
And  I  pray  God  I  die  if  I  mcnt  any  harme, 
But  for  my  life  time  this  fhall  be  to  me  a  cliarme. 
]0.  iDongl).  God  you  faue  and  fee  nurfe,  and  howe 
is  it  witli  you  ?  [fuchc  as  thou. 

I.  iTlnmbl.  Mary  a  great  dcale  the  worfe  it  is  foi 
jDough-   F'""'  nie  ?  Wliy  (o  ? 
|tl.  jfHumb.  Why  wer  not  thou  one  of  them,  fay, 
That   fung  and  playdc  here  with  the  gentleman  lad 
day  ?  (bini  fpokcn. 

©— 2Loag!}.  Yes,  and  he  would  know  if  you  haue  for. 
And  praycs  you  to  dcliucr  this  ring  and  token,    [brother, 
^.  fttumbl.  Nowc  by  the:  token  that  God  tokened 
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I  will  deliaer  no  token  one  nor  other. 
I  haue  once  ben  fo  flient  for  your  maiders  pleafure, 
As  I  will  not  be  agayne  for  all  hys  treafure. 
p.  pougli.  He  will  thank  you  woman. 
m,  |Humbl.  I  will  none  of  his  thanke.  Ex, 

p.  pougl).  I  weene  I  am  a  prophete,  this  geare  will 
proue  blanke  : 
But  what  fhould  I  home  againe  without  anfwere  go  ? 
It  were  better  go  to  Rome  on  my  head  than  fo. 
I  will  tary  here  this  moneth,  but  fome  of  the  houfe 
ShaU.-take  it  of  me,  and  then  I  care  not  a  loufe. 
But  yonder  commeth  forth  a  wenche  or  a  ladde, 
If  he  haue  not  one  Lumbardes  touche,  my  lucke  is  bad. 

Actus,  ij.  Scaena.  iij. 

STmepcnie.    p.  pottgl).    STibet  %.    ^not  ^l. 

STrupcng.  pS^^^Sj;^  Am  cleane  loft  for  lacke  of 
mery  com  panic, 
We  giee  not  halfe  well  \vithin, 

our  wenches  and  I, 
They    will   commaunde    like 
miflrefles,  they  will  forbyd, 
If  they  be  not  ferued,  Trupeny  mufl.  be  chyd. 
Let  them  be  as  mery  nowe  as  ye  can  defire, 
With  tumyng  of  a  hande,  our  mirth  lietli  in  the  mire, 
I  can  not  fkill  of  fuch  chaungeable  mettle, 
There  is  nothing  with  them  but  in  docke  out  nettlo 

p.  Portgl).  Whether  is  it  better  that  I  fpeake  to  him 

Or  he  ftrfl  to  me,  it  is  good  to  caft.  the  \vurfL       [furll, 

If  I  beginne  firR,  he  will  fmell  all  my  purpofe, 

Otherwife  I  (hall  not  neede  any  thing  to  difclofe. 

STmpeng.  What  boy  haue  we  yonder?  I  will  fee 

wliat  he  is.  [ywis. 

p.  Pongl).  He  commeth  to  me.     It   is  hereabout 

Sntpeng.  Wouldefl  thou  ought  friends,  that  thou 

lookell  fo  about  ?  [no,  I  dout. 

p.  Pougl).  Yea,  but  whether  ye  can  helpe  me  or 


Roister  Doister.  zs 

I  feeke  to  one  raiftreffe  Cudance  houfe  here  dwell}Tig. 

STruptri  te.  Itiajny  roiftreiTe  ye  feeke  too  by  your  telling. 

p.  jQougf).  Is  there  any  of  that  name  heere  but  (hee? 

Snipcnic.  Not  one  in  all  the  whole  towne  tliat  1 
knowe  pardee. 

g.  pougl).  AAYidawe.lbe.is  I  trow. 

ontptnie.  And  what  and  flie  be? 

p.  Pougl).  But  enfured  to  aa  hufbande. 

^rupcnie.  Yea,  fo  thinke  we. 

p.  Potigl).  And  I   dwell  with  hir  hulliande  that 
trufleth  to  be. 

STrupenic.  In  faith  then  mufl  thou  needes  be  wel- 
come to  me, 
Fxt  vs  for  acquaintance  fliake  handes  togither, 
And  what  ere  thou  be,  heartily  welcome  hither. 

2;ib.  Salk.  Well  Trupenie  neuer  but  flinging. 

^n.  ;Mi)£ace.  And  frifking?  [and  whilkjTig? 

Srupenle.   Well  Tibet   and   Annot,   flill  fwingyng 

STib.  tilalk.  But  ye  roile  abroade. 

^n.  ^l.nface.  In  the  Rreete  euere  where. 

5^j3jp£Uje.  Where  are  ye  twaine,  in  chambers  when 
ye  mete  me  there  ? 
But  come  hither  foolcs,  I  haue  one  nowe  by  the  hande, 
Sauant  to  hym  tliat  mud  be  our  miflreffe  hulbande, 
Byd  him  welcgme. 

^n.  ^Mijface.  To  me  truly  is  he  welcome.       [come. 

Srib.  (T^alk.  Forfooth  and  as  I  may  fay,  heartily  wel- 

p.  pougl).  I  thank  you  miRieffe  maides 

^n.  Alfifatc.  I  hope  we  flial  better  know 

c>ib.  Salk.  And  when  wil  our  new  mader  come. 

p.  pougl).  Shortly  I  trow.  [rcforte 

feib.  Calk.  I  would  it  were  to  morow :  for  till  he 
Our  midreffe  being  a  Widow  hath  fmall  coniforte, 
And  I  hearde  our  nourfc  fpcake  of  an  hufljandc  to  duy 
Ready  for  our  miftrcffc,  a  richc  man  and  a  gay, 
And  we  fhall  go  in  our  frenche  hoodcs  euery  day, 
In  our  Glke  cafTocks  (I  warrant  you)  freflic  and  gai', 
In  our  trickc  ferdegcws  and  billimcnts  of  golde, 
Braue  in  our  futes  of  chaungc  fcuen  double  foKIe. 
Then  dull  ye  fee  Tibet  firs,  trcade  the  moffe  fo  triiumt. 
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Nay,  why  fayd  I  treade  ?  ye  shall  fee  Jiir  glide  and 

fwimme, 
Not  lumperdee  clumperdce  like  our  fpaniell  Rig.      [fig, 

Srnpcns.  Mary  then  prickmedaintie  come  tofle  me  a 
Who  fliall  then  know  our  Tib  Talke  apace  trow  ye  ? 

%Xi..  ^ii)fn;ce.  And  why  not  Annot  Alyface  as  fjTie 
as  she?  [none? 

Smpeng.  And  what  had  Tom  Trupeny,  a  father  or 

^it.  ^Igfacc.  Then  our  prety  newe  come  man  will 
looke  to  be  one.  [knot. 

©rupcnj).  We  foure  I  truft.  fliall  be  a  ioily  mery 
Shall  we  fmg  a  fitte  to  welcome  our  friende,  Annot  ? 

^tt.  ^Igfacc.  Perchaunce  he  can  not  fmg. 

Q.  pougl^.  I  am  at  all  affayes.  [alwayes. 

eib.  ©alk.  By  cocke  and  the  better  welcome  to  vs 

Here  they  fing. 

A  thing  very  fitte  No  man  for  defpite, 

For  therii  that  haue  witte,  By  worde  or  by  write 

And  are  felowes  knitte  His  felowe  to  twite, 

Seruants  in  one  houfe  to  bee,  But  further  in  honeflie, 

Is  fafl.  fafl  for  to  fitte,  No  good  turnes  entwite, 

And  not  oft  to  flitte,  Nor  olde  fores  recite, 

Nor  varie  a  whitte,  But  let  all  goe  quite, 

But  louipgly  to  agree.  _  And  louingly  to  agree. 

No  man  complainyng.  After  drudgerie, 

Nor  other  difdayning,  When  they  be  werie, 

For  loffe  or  for  gainyng,  Then  to  be  merie,      [free 

But  felowes  orfriendstobee.  To  laugh  and  fmg  they  be 

No  grudge  remainyng,  With  chip  and  cherie 

No  worke  refrainyng,  Heigli  derie  derie, 

Nor  helpe  reflrainyng,  Trill  on  the  berie, 

But  louingly  to  agree.  And  louingly  to  agree. 

Fi?iis. 

Sib.  STalk.  Wyll  you  now  in  w-ith  vs  vnto  our  mis- 
treffe  go  ?  [two. 

13.  pongli.  I  haue  firfl  for  my  maifl.er  an  errand  or 
But  I  haue  here  from  him  a  token  and  a  ring,  -  [bring. 
They  fliall  haue  mofle  thonke  of  hir  that  firfl  doth  it 
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•8:ib.  JTalk.  Mary  that  will  I. 
Snipeug.  See  and  Tibet  fnatch  not  now. 
S^ib.  Salk.  And  why  may  not  I  fir,  get  thanks  as 
well  as  you  ?  Exeat.         [you  both. 

%\\.  ^Igface.  Yet  get  ye  not  all,  v\-e  will  go  with 
And  haue  part  of  your  thanks  be  ye  neuer  fo  loth, 

Exeant  omms. 
p.  Pougl).  So  my  hand_es_^BLji^de  of„  it  i,I  care 
for  EUD  nxorc 
I  may  now  return  home  :  fo  durft  I  not  afore.  Exeat. 

Actus,  ij,  Scaena.  iiij. 

^.  ©ujstaiue.    (i>ibct.    |innot  ;?J|jf;Kc.     enipeitji. 

d.  d^tiiKtance.  I^^^^^i^y  come  forth  all  three  : 

and  come  hither  pretie 
mayde : 
Will  not  fo  many  forewarn- 
ings  make  you  afrayde? 
a:tb.  cTalk.  Yes  forfoth. 

Ct.  dujstance.  But  fl.il  be  a  runner  vp  and  downe 
Still  be  a  bruigcr  of  tidings  and  tok€US..to  towne. 
Sib.  Salk.  No  forfoth  miftrefle. 
C  (UtiiStance.  Is  all  your  delite  and  ioy 
In  whifkyng  and  ramping  abroade  like  a  Tom  boy. 
cTib.  (Talk.  Forfoth  thefe  were  there  too,  Annot  and 
Tnipenie.  [dcnie. 

Sruptnie.  Yea  but  ye  alone  took e  it,  ye  can  not 
;^nnot  %\^.  Yea  that  ye  did. 
Cibtt.  BuLif  1  had  noi,  ye  twaiiie  would. 
^.  Cuj<tantf.  You  great  calfe  ye  fliould  haue  more 
witte,  fo  ye  fliould  : 
But  why  fhouldc  any  of  you  take  fuch  things  in  hande? 
STibct.  JSccaufe  it  came  from  him  that  mufl.  be  your 
(J.  dnjJtante.  How  do  ye  know  that  ?         [hufbande. 
Slibtt.  Foifolh  the  boy  did  fay  fo. 
d.  (Uttjstanct.  What  was  his  name  ? 
^n.  ^Igface.  We  afkcd  not. 
C  (KttiJtance.  No  did  ? 
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%\v  %\xlxtt.  He  is  not  farre  gone  of  Ikelyhod. 

STrnpeng-  I  will  fee.  [luring  him  to  me. 

®.  (!Iu3tancc.  If  thou  canft  finde  him  in  the  flreete 

Ginipeuie.  Yes.  Ex£at. 

CT.  Cu^tancc.  W^ell  ye  naughty  girles,  if  euer  I  percciue 
That  henceforth  you  do  letters  or  tokens  receiue, 
To  bring  vnto  me  from  any  perfon  or  place, 
Except  ye  firfl  fliewe  me  the  par  tie  face  to  face, 
EytheFthou  or  thou,  full  truly  abye  thou  fhalt. 

®ibct.  Pardon  this,  and  the  next  tyme  pouder  me 
in  fait.  [to  beware. 

CT.  (JujStanct.  I  fliall  make  all  girles  by  you  t^vaine 

STibct.  If  euer  I  oflfende  againe  do  not  me  fpare. 
But  if  euer  I  fee  that  falJ'e  boy  any  more 
By  your  miflrefhyps  licence  I  tell  you  afore 
I  will  rather  haue  my  cote  twentie  times  fwingcd, 
Than  on  the  naughtie  wag  not  to  be  aueiiged-.,. 

<Z>.  CttjjUnce.  Good  wenches  would  not  fo  rampe 
abrode  ydelly, 
But  keepe  within  doores,  and  plie  their  work  eameflly, 
If  one  would  fpeake  with  me  that  is  a  man  likely, 
Ye  fliall  haue  right  good  thanke  to  bring  me  worde 
But  othenvyfe  with  meflages  to  come  in  pofl      [quickly. 
From  henceforth  I  promife  you,  fliall  be  to  your  cofl. 
Get  you  in  to  your  work. 

Sib.  3in.  Yes  forfoth. 

C-  (Hujitauce.  Hence  both  twaine. 
And  let  me  fee  vou  play  me  fuch  a  part  againe. 

STrupeng.  MaiflrelTe,  J  haue  runne  pad  the  farre 
ende  of  the  fl.rcete, 
Yet  can  I  not  yonder  craftie  boy  lee  nor  meete. 

d.  (Ungtance.  No  ? 

STrrtpenji.  Yet  I  looked  as  farre  beyonde  the  people. 
A.*?  one  may  fee  out  of  the  toppe  of  Paules  fleeple. 

C.  Cusitance.  Hence  in  at  doores,  and  let  me  no 
more  be  vext.  [the  next. 

©rnpcnj.  Fcrgeue  me  this  one  fatilt,  and  lay  on  for 

C  (!lu?(taucc.  Now  will  I  in  too,  for  I  thinke  foGod 
me  mende, 
This  will  Droue  fome  fooliflie  matter  in  the  ende.  Ex^. 
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Actus.  [i]ij.  Scsena  j. 


Itlatljctoe  5'!tcn)grceke. 


in.  iHei-2. 


Owe  fay  thys  againe : 
hehathfomewhat 
to  dooing 
Wliich  followeth   the 
trace  of  one  tliat 
is  wowing, 
Specially  that  hath  no 
more  wit  in  his 
hedde, 
Than  my  coufin  Roifler  Doifler  withall  is  ledde. 
I  am  fcnt  in  all  hafle  to  efpie  and  to  marke 
How  bur  letters  and  tokens  are  likely  to  warke. 
Maider  Roifler  Doiller  mufl  haue  aunfuerc  in  hade 
For  he  loueih  not  to  fpende  much  labour  in  wade. 
Nowe  as  for  ChriAian  CuAance  by  this  light, 
Though  Hie  had  not  hir  irouthtoGawinGoodluck  plight, 
Yet  rather  than  with  fuch  a  loutifhe  dolte  to  marie, 
I  dare  fay  woulde  lyue  a  poore  lyfe  folitarie, 
BuLfayne  would  I  fpcake  with  CuAance  if  I  wiA  how 
To  laugh  at  the  matter,  yond  commcth  one  forth  now. 

Actus,  iij.  Scaena.  ij. 

(Tibet.     fCl.  |Ilcrngicckc.    (Jlljrisitian  (Jlu^tauce. 

2Dib.  JTalk.  BS5SR|H  lhat_I  might  but  once  in 

my  li;e  huue  a  fight 
Of  him  that  made  vs  all  fo 

<;.  vll  Hienl  by  this  lights 
He  fhould  neuer  efcapc  if  L 
hatl  him  by  the  carcj 
But  eiien  from  his  head,  I  would  it  bite  or  teare. 
Ven  nnd  if  one  of  them  were  not  inowe, 
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I  would  bite  tliem  both  oflf,  I  make  God  auow. 

Jtl.  i^ei'tt.  What  is  he,  whome    this  little   moufe 

doth  fo  threaten  ? 
<tib.  STalk.  I  woulde  teache  him  I  trow,  to  make 

girles  fhent  or  beaten. 
|tl.  I^tvu-  I  will  call  hir  :  Maide  with  whome  are 
ye  fo  haflie  ?  [paflie, 

cTib.  STalk.  Not  Avith  you  !fir,  but  with  a  little  wag 
A-deceiuer  of  folkes,  by  fubtill  craft  and  guile. 
|ft.  ^erj).  I  knowe  where   (lie  is  :   Dobinet  hath 
wrought  fome  wile.  [fayd  was  fent 

STtb.  (jTalk.  He  brought  a  ring  and  token  which  he 
From  our  dames  hufbande,  but  I  wot  well  I  was  fhent: 
For  it  liked  hir  as  well  to  teU  you  no  lies, 
As  water  in  hir  fhyppe,  or  fait  cafl  in  hir  eies  : 
And  yet  whence  it  came  neyther  we  nor  (he  can  tell. 
i^.  |Kerg.  We  fiiall  haue  fport  anone  :  I  like  this 
very  well. 
And  dwell  ye  herewith  miflreffe  Cuflance  faire  maide? 
cTib.  STalk.  Yeamarydoel  fir:  what  would  ye  haue 

fayd  ? 
|E.  IHerj^,  A  little  jneJQ[agevnto_hir_by  worde  ot 
mouth.  [forfoth. 

STib.  ®alk.  No  meffages  by  your  leaue,  nor  tokens 
^.  JHcrji.  Then  help  me  to  fpeke  with  hir. 
Sibet.  Wiih  a  good  wil  that. 
Here  fhe  commeth forth.  Nowfpeake  ye  knowbeflwhal. 
C  d^u^tance.  None  other  life  with  you  maide,  but 
abrode  to  flcip  ?  [your  millreffhip. 

STib.  STalk.  Forfoth  here  is  one  would  fpeake  with 
C.  (JIujStancc.  Ah,  haue  ye  ben  learning  of  mo  mes- 

fagcs  now  ? 
«Iib.  Saik.  I  would  not  heare  his  minde,  but  bad 

him  fliewe  it  to  you. 
CT.  dustancc.  In  at  dores. 

STib.  5Ialk.  I  am  gon.  Ex, 

^.  i^lirg.  Dame  Cuflance  god  ye  faue. 
C.  ^tt.8tance.   V/elcome   friend   Merygreeke :    and 
what  thing  wold  ye  haue  ?  [breake. 

fH.  |ttrrp.  I    am  come  to  you  a  little  matter  tg 
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(ST.  (iltDStancc.  But  fee  it  be  honefl,  elfe  better  not  to 
fpeake.  [of  late  ? 

|tt.  |tttrn.  HoiveJfi-eJfi^e  your  felfe  aflected  here 

(2>.  (Saltan cc.  I  feele  no  maner  chaunge  but  after 
But  wherby  do  ye  meane  ?  [the  olde  rate. 

Jtt.  ^crg.  Qoncemlng.  mariagfi^ 
Doih  not  loue  lade  you  ? 

C  dujStanc?.  I  feele  no  fuch  cariage. 

|tt-  l^f^S-  Due  ye  feele  no  pangues  of  dotage? 
aunfwere  me  right.  [the  night 

C  (iTttgtancc.  I  dote  fo,  that  I  make  but  one  fleepe  all 
But  what  ncede  all  thefe  wordes  ? 

f&..  /tlery.  Oh  lefus,  will  ye  fee 
What  diffcmblyng  creatures  thefe  fame  women  be  ? 
ThegentlemaxLye. wote  of,  whorae  ye  doe  fo  lone, 
That  ye  woulde  fayne  marrie  him,  yf  ye  durll  it  moue, 
Emong  other  riche  widowes,  which  are  of  him  glad, 
J^efl  ye  for  lefing  of  him  perchaunce  might  runne  mad, 
Is  nowe  contented  that  vpon  your  fute  making, 
Ye  be  as  one  in  election  of  taking. 

€.  (iln^tancc.  What  a  tale  is  this?  that  I  wote  of? 
whome  I  loue? 

|tt.  ;flElcr2.  Yea  and  he  is  as  louing  a  worme  againe 
as  a  douc. 
Een  of  very  pitie  he  is  willyng  you  to  take, 
Bicaufe  yc  (hall  not  deflroy  your  felfe  for  his  fake. 

^.  (ilujStitnce.  Mary  God  yekle  his  mafliyp  what  euer 
It  is  gcntmanly  fpokcn.  [he  be, 

/tt.  ;(tterg.  Is  it  not  trowe  ye  ? 
If  ye  haue  the  grace  now  to  offer  your  fclf,  ye  fpeede. 

d.  Cugtance.  As  muche  as  though  I  did,  this  tim» 
it  Hiall  not  ncedc, 
But  what  gcntman  is  [tj^I  pray  you  tell  me  plaine, 
That  wowcih  fo  finely  ? 

ffl.  iilfrj.  Lo  where  ye  be  againe, 
^  thoui:;h  ye  knewe  him  not. 

€.  (JTuslancf.  Tufl)  ye  (jjcake  in  iefl. 

/tt.  /Tlcrp.   Nay  fure,  the  partie  is  in  good  kn.icking 
earned, 
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And  haue  you  he  will  (he  fa^^tli)  and  haue  you  he  mujl. 

C.  (!lu*)trtuce.  I  am  promifedduryngmylire.that  is  iufl. 

|T0[.  iHei'i).  Mary  fo  thinketh  he,  vnto  hiin  alone. 

(S.  ®usitanfe._No  creature  hath  my iaitti-aBU_lrQUtb 
but  one,  " 
That  .is  Gawin  Goodlucke  :  and.  ifJtlte  not  hee, 
Tie  haih  no"f?ne" tiru/'w.iy  wli.ii  t-ijci  be  be, 
Nor  1  know  none  to  whome  I  haue  fuch  \yord,e  fpoken. 

pi.  iEerg.  Ye  knowe  him  not  you  by  his  letter  and 
toiicn.'' 

(!!.  (!Iu;Slante.  In  dede  true  it  is,  that  p,  letter  I  haue, 
But  I  neuer  rcade  it  yet  as  Crod  me  faue. 

|E.  Itlfi"]!.  T'e  a  woman?  and  your  letter  fo  long 
vnredde. 

C-  (Hu^tance.  Ye  may  therby  know  what  hall  I  haue 
to  wedde. 
But  now  who  it  is,  for  my  hande  I  knowe  by  geflc. 

|*t.  |Rcuu.  Ah  well  I  fey. 

C  (♦instance.  It  is  Roifler  Doiflcr  doubtleffe. 

f{l.  i^crg.  Will  ye  neuer  ieaue  lKis~diflimulation  ? 
Ye  know  hym  not, 

C  (Jlnfitancc.  But  by  imagination, 
For  no  man  there  is  but  a  very  dolt  and  loute 
That  to  wowe  a  Widowe  woulde  fo  go  about. 
He  fliall  neuer  liaue  me  hys  wife  while  he  doe  hue. 

|tt.  Ittei'g.  Tlieh  will  he  haue  you  if  he  may,  io 
mote  I  thriue, 
And  he  biddeth  you  fende  him  worde  by  me, 
That  ye  huml>;y  befeech  him,  ye  may  his  wife  be. 
And  that  there  fhall  be  no  let  in  you  nor  miflrufl, 
But  to  be  wedded  onJunxlay. next  if  he  kill. 
And  biddeth  you  to  looke  for  him. 

(5:.  (ilujstance.  Doth  he  byd  fo  ? 

|tt.  IHcry.  When  he  commeth,  afl-:e  hym  whether 
he  did  or  no? 

CI.  (ilujJtance.  Goe  fay,  thai  I  bid  him  keepe  him 
wamie  at  home 
For  if  he  come  abroade,  he  fliall  cough  me  a  mome. 
?vly  mynde  was  vexed,  I  flirew  his  head  fottifh  dolt. 

|T1.  lUerg.  He  hath  in  his  head. 
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(jr.  Cru«Stanct.  As  much  braine  as  a  burbolt. 

fHi  Jlltry.  Well  dame  Cuflance,  if  he  heare  you  thus 

C.  Cngtancc.  What  will  he?  [play  choploge. 

|tt.  |Hcrp.  Play  the  deuill  in  the  horologe. 

C  (£u5tancc.  I  defye  him  loute.  « 

|tt._iUcrg.  Shall  I  tell  hym  what  ye  fay? 

^".  ^ui-Uiuc.  Yea  aiid  adde  what  fo  euer  thou  canft, 
I  thee  pray, 
And  I  will  auouche  it  whatjojuer  itjbee. 

|tl.  iUerg.  Then  let  me  alone  we  will  laugh  weil 
ye  Ihall  fee,    '  --"-^'-~ 
It  will  not  be  long  ere  he  will  hither  reforte. 

C.  (Cuglancc.  Letjiym  come  when  hym  luR,  I  wiPne 
no  better  fport. 
Fare  ye  well,  1  will  in,  and  read  my  great  letter. 
1  fhall  to  my  wower  make  anfwere  the  better.     Exeat. 


Actus,  iij.  Scaena.  iij. 

IHatljcto  ^lerpgrcckc.     Slovotcr  pointer. 

|tt.  fUcrg.  [gg^^^^'Owe  that  the  whole  anfwere 
in  my  deuife  doth  rcfl, 
I  fliall  paint  out  our  uower 

in  colours  of  the  bell. 
And  all  thai  I  fay  fliall  be  on 
Cuflanccs  mouth, 
She  is  author  of  all  that  T  fliall  fjjcakc  iorfoth. 
But  yond  rommcth  Roifler  Doillcr  nowe  in  a  traunce. 
Jl.  Horsier,  ///w  fende  me  tliis  day^ood  lucke  and 
good  cnauncc. 
I  can  not  but  come  fee  how  Merygreekc  doth  fpccde. 
|U.  ^fX)}.   I  will  not  fee  him,  but  giue  him  a  iutte 
1  crie  your  maRcrfliyp  mcrcie.  [in  deede. 

Jl.  Ilojjstfr.  And  Ahith.cr  now?  [you. 

in.  fSitxx^.  As  fad  as  I  could  runne  fir  in  pofle  againll 
But  why  fpcake  ye  fo  family,  o.  why  arc  yc  fo  fad  ? 
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Jl.  Hoy^ttr.  Thou  knoweft  the  prouerbe,  bycaufe  I 

can  not  be  had. 
Had  thou  Ipokcn  with  this  woman  ? 

f.  IHerjj.  Yea  that  I  haue. 
Jlojijstcr.  And  what  will  this  geare  be? 

f^.  fSiixys.  No  fo  God  me  faue. 

%.  ?loi)!s"tcr.   Hafl  thou  a  flat  anfvver  ? 

JH.  iHciri.  Nay  a  fharp  anfwer. 

%  ?!lo))/ter.  What  [hir  cat. 

fSi.  lUcrp.  Ye  fliall  not  ((he  fayth)  by  hir  will  inairy 
Ve  are  fiich  a  calfe,  fuch  an  affe,  fuch  a  blocke, 
Such  a  lilburne,  fuch  a  hoball,  fuch  a  lobcocke, 
And  bicaufe  ye  flioulde  come  to  hir  at  no  feafon, 
She  defpifed  your  ma(bip  out  of  all  reafon. 
Bawawe  what  ye  fay  (ko  1)  of  fucfi  a  ientman, 
Nay  1  toare  him  not  (ko  fhe)  doe  the  bed  he  can. 
He  vaunteth  him  felfe  for  a  man  of  proweffe  greate, 
Where  as  a  good  gander  I  dare  fay  may  him  beaie. 
And  where  he  is  louted  and  laughed  to  fkorne, 
For  the  veriefl.  doke  that  euer  was  borne, 
And  vcrieR  lubber,  floucn  and  beafl., 
Liuing  in  this  worlde  from  the  wefl  to  the  eall : 
Yet  ol  himfelfe  hath  he  fuche  opinion, 
That  in  all  the  worlde  is  not  the  hke  minion., 
lie  thinketh  eche  woman  to  be  brought  in  dotage 
With  the  onely  fight  of  his  goodly  perfonage  :   [ilocke, 
Yet  none  that  will  hauc  hym  :  we  do  hym  loute  and 
And  mal;e  him  among  vs,  our  common  fporting  Ilocke, 
And  fo  would  I  now  (ko  flie)  faue  onely  bicaufe, 
Better  nay  (ko  I)  I  lufl  not  medle  with  dawes. 
Ye  are  happy  (ko  I)  that  ye  are  a  woman, 
This  would  cofl  you  your  life  in  cafe  ye  were  a  man. 

|i.  ^ODSttr.  Yea  an  hundred  thouland  pound  (hould 
not  faue  hir  life.  [your  wife, 

|tt.  iHerp.  No  but  that  ye  wowe  hir  to  haue  hir  to 
But  1  coulde  not  floppe  hir  mouth. 

|J.  ^Kopsttr.   Heigh  how.akis, 

|tt.  I^lcrji.  Be  of  good  cheere  man,  and  let  the 
worlde  pafle.  [not  bee. 

%.  IRosssttr.  Whatfliail  I  doe  or  fey  nowe  that  it  will 
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|tt.  IRerp.  Ye  fliall-4ia«e  cht)ifc  of  ^  thonfande  as 
good  a&  fli€e, 
And  ye  mud  pardon  liir,  it  is  for  lacke  of  witte. 

%.  flogiStcr.  Yea,  for  were  not  I  an  hufbande  for 
Well  what  Hiould  I  now  doe  ?  [hir  fitte } 

fK.  iUeru.  In  faith  I  can  not  tell. 
%.  ^lopstcr.  I  will  go  home  and  die. 

.  Ittero.  Then  Hiall  I  bidde  toll  the  bell? 
^lODSter.  No. 
in.  iHers.  Cod  haue  mercie  on  your  foule,  ah  good 
gentleman, 

That  er  ye  Hiuld  th[u]s  dye  for  an  vnkinde  woman, 
Will  ye  drinke  once  ere  ye  goe. 
|R.  JloifSler.   No,  no,  I  will  none. 
Itt.  lEcrji.  How  feele  your  foule  to  God. 
|El.  ^loi^tfr.  I  am  nigh  gone. 
^.  fJlcrij.  And  fliall  we  hence  flreight? 
|R.  Jlonelcr.  Yea. 

;ftt.  |tlcrn.  Plaabo  dikxi.  [vf  infra* 

Maifler  Doiller  DoiRcr  will  flreight  go  home  and  die. 

^.  Jlogsltc.  Heigh  how,  alas,  the  pangs  of  death 

my  hearle  do  breake. 
jflSl.  ftlccy.   Ilolde  your  peace  for  ftiame  fir,  a  dead 
man  rnay  not  fpcake.  [haue  ? 

Nequando  :  What  mourners  and  what  torches  fliall  we 
%.  Jlogstcr.  None.  [graue, 

|tt.  /Rcrg.  Dirii^e.     He   will   go   darklyng   to   his 
Neque,  lux,  tuque  aux,  tiequc  mourners,  tieque  cliiikc, 
HejKilLiLcale_to_heaiiej]U--vnknowiiig  toXiod  J  ihinke. 
A  porta  iriferi,  who  fliall  your  goodes  poffefTe? 

^.  ^ojigltr.  Thou  flialt  be  my  fcctour,  and  haue  all 

more  and  lefTe. 
ffi.  ^trn.  Requiem  aternam.      Now  God    reward 
your  maH-erfliyp. 
And  I  will  crie  halfepenie  doalc  fur  your  worfliyp. 
Come  forth  firs,  heare  the  dolcfuU  newca 

I  (hall  you  tell.  *»^m/^o... 

Our  good  maifler  here  will  uo  longer  with      *"^'''' 
vs  dwell, 

•  .r«, /^  J.,  w. 
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But  in  fpite  of  CuRance,  which  hath  hym  weried, 
Let  vs  fee  his  mafhyp  folemnely  buried. 
And  while  fome  piece  of  his  foule  is  yet  hym  within, 
Some  part  of  his  funeralls  let  vs  here  begin.         [man, 
Audiui  vocetu.  All  men  take  heede  by  this  one  gentle- 
Howe  you  fette  your  loue  vpon  an  vnkinde  woman. 
For  thefe  women  be  all  fuch  madde  pieuifhe  elues, 
They  will  not  be  wonne  except  it  pleafe  them  feluas. 
But  in  fayth  CuRance  if  euer  ye  come  in  hell, 
MaiRer  RoiRer  DoiRcr  fhall  ferue  you  as  well. 
And  will  ye  needes  go  from  vs  thus  in  veiy  deede  ? 

^.  l^oUjStcr.  Yea  in  good  fadneffe  ? 

|tt.  |tlcrj).  Now  lefus  ChriR  be  your  fpeede. 
Good  night  Roger  oldc  knaue,  farewell  Roger  olde 

knaue, 
Good  night  Roger  olde  knaue,  knaue  k?-ap,   vt  infra* 
Pray  for  the  late  rnaiRer  RoiRer  DoiRtrs  foule, 
And  come  forth  pariRi  Clarke,  let  the  paffmg  bell  toll 
Pray  for  your  mayRer  firs,  and  for  Adso-uavu- 

hym  ring  a  peale.  '''"• 

He  v.-as  your  right  good  maiRer  while  he  was  in  heale 
Qjii  Lazanim. 

%.  J'lOK^tcr.  Heigh  how. 

|U.  |iaerii-  Dead  men  go  not  fo  faft 
In  Paradifiitn. 

'§,.  Jioyjster.  Heihow. 

^.  i^tcrg.  SoR,  heare  what  I  haue  ca(l 

$11.  I^lojistcr.  I  will  heare  nothing,  I  am  pad. 

|H.  IHcrn.  Whough,  we  11  away. 
Ye  may  tarie  one  houre,  and  heare  what  I  fhall  fay, 
Ye  were  beR  fir  for  a  while  to  reuiue  againe, 
And  quite  them  er  ye  go. 

51.  Horister.  TroweR  thou  fo  ? 

fR.  iHcrp.  Ye  plain. 

|l.  Jloyglcr.  How  may  I  reuiue  being  nowe  fo  farre 
paR? 

|U.  |Hcrg.  I  will  rubbe  your  temples,  and  fette  you 
againe  at  laR. 

^.  flog^tcr.  It  will  not  be  poffible. 

•  SMp.  88. 
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pa.  i^erg.  Yes  for  twentie  pounde. 

51-  Jloysiter.  Amies  what  dofl  thou  ? 

Jtt.  ittcrn.  Fet  you  again  out  of  your  found 
By  this  croffe  ye  were  nigh  gone  in  deede,  I  might  feele 
Your  foule  departing  within  an  inche  of  your  heele. 
Now  folow  my  counfell. 

^.  Bogjstcr.  What  is  it  ? 

|U.  illcrr).  If  I  wer  you, 
Cullance  fliould  eft  feeke  to  me,  ere  I  woulde  bowe. 

Jl.  ^Liogsler.  Well,  as  thou  wilt  haue  me,  euen  fo 
will  1  doe. 

|1tt.  IVlcrg.  Then  fliall  ye  reuiue  againe  for  an  hoiire 
or  two. 

fl.  lUogSter.  As  thou  wilt  I  am  content  for  a  little 
fpace. 

fU.  IttcrT).  Good  happe  is  not  haflie  :  yet  in  fpace 
com[eJth  grace, 
To  fpeakejvith  Cuflance  your  felfe  fhoulde  be  ver)' 

well, 
What  good  therof  may  come,  nor  I,  nor  you  can  tell. 
But  now  the  matter  flandeth  vpon  your  mariage, 
Ye  mufl  now  take  vnto  you  a  luRie  courage. 
Ye  may  not  fiicake  with  a  faint  heart  to  Cudance, 
But  with  a  lufly  brcafl  and  countenance, 
That  fhe  may  knowe  flie  hath  to  anfwere  to  a  man. 

%.  Jlonstcr.  Yes  I  can  do  that  as  well  as  any  can. 

|U.  i'^cri;!.  Then  bicaufe  yc  mufl  Cuflance  face  t-^ 
face  wowc. 
Let  vs  fee  huw  to  beliaue  your  felfe  ye  can  doe. 
Ye  mufl  haue  a  portely  bragge  after  your  eftate. 

^.  lloisttr.  Tuflie,  I  can  handle  that  after  the  beO 
rate. 

ftt.  ,{fterB.  Well  done,  fo   loe,  vp  m.in  -with  j'our 
head  and  ciiin, 
Vp  with  that  fnoute  man  :  fo  loe,  nowe  ye  begin, 
So,  that  is  foniewhat  like,  but  prankie  co'.c,  nay  whan, 
That  is  a  luflie  brute,  handcs  vndcr  your  fide  man  : 
So  loe,  no'.v  is  it  euen  as  il  fhould  bee. 
That  is  fomcwhat  like,  for  a  man  of  your  <legrce. 
Then  mufl.  yc  fl.ately  goe,  letting  vp  and  downe, 
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Tut,  can  ye  no  better  fliake  the  taile  of  your  gowne? 
There  loe,  fuche  a  luflie  bragge  it  is  ye  mufl  make. 

^.  ^ODjSttr.  To  come  behind,  and  make  curtfie,. 
thou  mufl  fom  pains  take. 

JE.  JUerg.  Y\i(t  were  I  much  to  blame,  I  thanke 
your  maflerfhyp. 
The  lorde  one  day  all  to  begrime  you  with  worihyp, 
Backe  fir  fauce,  let  gentlefolkes  haue  elbowe  roorae, 
Voyde  firs,  fee  ye  not  maifter  Roifler  Doifter  come? 
Make  place  my  maifters. 

Jl.  ^ojjiSUr.  'iTiou  iuftlefl  nowe  to  nigh. 

|tt.  iUerg.  Back  al  rude  loutes. 

%.  ^ou.stcr.  Tufh. 

|tt.  |Herg.   I  crie  your  mafliip  mercy 
Hoighdagli,  if  faire  fine  miftrefleCuflancefawe  you  now, 
Ralph  Royfler  Doifler  were  hir  owne  I  warrant  you. 

|[l.  ^o^S^ter.  Neare  an  M  by  your  girdle  ? 

fSi.  pierg.  Your  good  maftei^yps 
Maifterfliyp,  were  hir  owne  Miflrefhyps  miftrefhyps, 
Ye  were  take  vp  for  haukes,  ye  were  gone,  ye  were  gone, 
But  now  one  other  thing  more  yet  I  ihinke  vpon. 

^.  Jloji^tcr.  Shewe  what  it  is. 

|E.  |Ucr]).  A  wower  be  he  neuer  fo  poore 
Mufl  play  and  fing  before  his  beflbeloues  doore, 
How  much  more  than  you  ? 

|S.  Jioysiter.  Thou  fpeakefl  wel  out  of  dout. 

|Vl.  |Ucrg.  And  perchaunce  that  woulde  make  hir 
the  fooner  come  out. 

fv.  ?lo])2(tcr.  Goe  call   my  Mufitians,  bydde  them 
high  apace. 

J?l.  I'slcr'j.  I  ^711  be  here  with  them  ere  ye  can  fay 
trey  ace.  Exeat, 

|5..  Jlopfittr.  This  was  well  fayde  of  Merygreeke,  I 
lowe  hys  wt, 
Before  my  fwcete  hearts  dore  we  will  haue  a  fit, 
That  if  my  loue  come  forth,  that  I  may  with  hir  talkc, 
\  doubt  not  but  this  geare  fhall  on  my  fide  walkc. 
Hut  lo,  how  well  Merygreeke  is  returned  fence. 

<^T.  |tltrp.  There  hath  grown  iio  graffe  on  my  heelc 
fmce  I  went  hence, 
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Lo  here  haue  I  brought  that  (hall  make  you  paftance. 
3^  Jlogster.  Come  firs  let  vs  fing  to  winne  my  deare 
loue  CuRance. 

CaritcTii. 

fSi.  Jtterg.  Lo  where  fhe  coir.meth,  fome  counten 
aunce  to  hir  make 
And  ye  fhall  heare  me  be  plaine  with  hir  for  your  fake. 


Actus,  iij.  Scaena.  iiij. 

Citstance.    lUcrggnche.     |loijJtcr  ^oisiUr. 

®.  (Jttjstance.  (^^^^^i^^at  gaudyng  and  foolyng  is 

this  afore  my  doore  ? 
|tt.  i^Hcri).  May  not  folks 
be  honed,  pray  you, 
tliough  they  be  pore  ? 
C  (Cujstauce.  As  that  thing  may  be  true,  fo  rich 

folks  may  be  fooles, 
JS.  %{o]}^Ux,  Hir  talke  is  as  fine  as  flie  had  learned 

in  fchooles. 
|U.  jPCitvr).  Looke  partly  towarde  hir,  and  drawe  a 

little  nere. 
C  Cnjftancf.  Get  ye  home  idle  folkes. 
^.  fCLtx}).  Why  may  not  we  be  here  ? 
Nay  and  ye  will  haze,  haze:  olhorwife  I  tell  you  plaine, 
And  ye  will  not  haze,  then  giue  vs  our  geare  againe. 
C  duslancc.  In  deede  I  haue  of  yours  much  gay 

things  God  fane  all. 
^.  ^loijSttr.  Spcake  gently  vnto   hir,  and   let   hii 

take  all. 
jH.  |ttenj.  Ye  are  lo  tender  hearted:  fliall  flie  make 
vs  dawcs  ?  [caufe. 

Nay  dame,  I  will  he  plaine  with  you  in  my  friends 
%.  Hon^ttr.  Let  all  this  pafTc  fwccL'J  heart  and  ac- 
cept my  Ceruice. 
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C.  dusitAnct.  1  will  not  be  fenied  with  a  foole  in 
no  wiTe, 
When  I  choofe  an  hufbande  I  hope  to  take  a  man. 

IE.  JVleni.  And  where  will  ye  finde  one  which  can 
doe  that  he  can  ? 
Now  thys  man  towarde  you  being  fo  kinde,      [minde. 
You  not  to  make  him  an  anfwere  fomewhat  to  his 

(IT.  Ciijstancc  I  fent  him  a  full  anfwere  by  you  dyd 
I  not? 

iE.  fRcrji.  And  I  reported  it. 

(IT.  (JittStantc.  Nay  I  mud  fpeake  it  againe. 

%.  Jlonjiter.  No  no,  he  tolde  it  all. 

iE.  IHcrn.  Was  1  not  metely  plaine  ? 

?l.  ^orjster.  Yes. 

iU.  ftlcrjj.   But  I  would  not  tell  all,  for  faith  if  I  had 
With  you  dame  Cuflance  ere  this  houre  it  had  been 

bad, 
And  not  without  caufe  :  foLthis.gopdly  perfonage, 
Ment  no  leffe  than  to  ioyne  with  you  in  manage. 

©.  CTu.^tancc.  Let  him  wafl  no  more  labour  nor  fute 
about  me.  [lieth  I  fee, 

|tt.  ItHcrg.  Ye  know   not  where   your   preferment 
He  fending  you  fuch  a  token,  ring  and  letter. 

(iT.  (U^u^tance.  Mary  here  it  is,  ye  neuer  fawe  a  better. 

|tl.  flltrg.  Let  vs  fee  your  letter. 

Cl.  (Jiustdnce.  Holde,  reaae  it  if  ye  can. 
And  fee  wliat  letter  it  is  to  winne  a  woman. 

I^l.  itlery.  To  mine  owne  dcaie  coney  birde,  fwete 
heart,  and  pigfny 
Good  Miflrcffe  Cuflance  prefent  thefe  by  and  by, 
Of  this  fupeifcription  do  ye  blame  the  flile  ? 

®.  Cu^tancc.  With  the  refl  as  good  fluffe  as  ye 
redde  a  great  while. 

|S.  ittcrg.  Sweete  miflreffe  where  as  I  loue  you 
nothing  at  all, 
Regarding  your  fubflance  and  richeffe  chiefe  of  all, 
For  your  perfonage,  beautie,  demeanour  and  wit, 
I  commende  me  vnto  you  neuer  a  whit 
Sorie  to  heare  report  of  your  good  welfare. 
For  (as  I  heare  fay)  fuche  your  conditions  are. 
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That  ye  be  worthie  fauoiir  of  no  lining  man. 

To  Be  ablio'rfed  of  euery  honefl  man. 

To  be  taken  for  a  woman  enclined  to  vice. 

Nothing  at  all  to  Vertue  gyuing  hir  due  price. 

Wherfore  concerning  mariage,  ye  are  thought 

Suche  a  fine  Paragon,  as  ofire^hoxiefl  man  bought. 

And  nowe  by  thefe  prefentes  I  do  you  aduertife 

That  I  am  minded  to  marrie  you  in  no  wife. 

Tor  your  goodes  and  fubflance,  I  coulde  bee  content 

To  take  you  as  ye  are.     If  ye  mynde  to  bee  my  wyfc 

Ye  fhall  be  aiTured  for  the  tymc  of  my  lyfe, 

I  will  keepe  ye  ryght  well,  from  good  rayment  and  fare, 

Ye  (hall  not  be  kepte  but  in  forowe  and  care. 

Ye  fhall  in  no  wyfe  lyue  at  your  owne  libertie, 

I)pe  and  lay  wiiat  ye  luH,  ye  fliall  neuer  pleafe  me^ 

But  when  ye  are  meiy,  I  will  be  all  fadde, 

When  ye  are  fory,  I  will  be  very  gladde. 

When  ye  feeke  your  hcaries  eafe,  1  will  be  vnkinde, 

At  no  tyme,  in  me  fhall  ye  muche  gonilenefTe  finde. 

But  all  things  contrary  to  your  will  and  minde, 

Shall  be  done :  otherwife  1  wyll  not  be  bchinde 

Tofpcake.  Andaslor  all  them  that  woulcle  do  you  wrong 

I  will  fo  hclije  and  mainteyne,  ye  fliall  not  lyue  long. 

Nor  any  fo  iliflie  doltc,  (h  ill  cunibre  you  but  I. 

I,  who  ere  fay  nay,  uyll  flicke  by  you  tyll  1  die, 

Thus  good  miflrefie  Cuflance,  the  lorde  you  laue  and 

kepe, 
From  me  Roider  Doifler,  whether  I  wake  or  (Icpe. 
\Vho  fiiuourcth  you  no  Itffe,  (ye  may  be  bolde) 
Than  this  letter  purporteth,  which  yc  haue  vnfoldc. 

C.  (Cw^tance.  ilowe  by  this  letter  of  loue  ?  is  it  nut 
fine  ?  [n2iii£« 

y.  Fvongtcr.  By  the  armcs  of  Calcjs  U  is  none^f^ 

|u.  ihcrg7'Fie  you  are  fowle  to  blame  this  is  your 
owne  hand. 

C.  Custantc.  Mif'ht   not  a  woman  be  proude   of 
fiK  h  an  luifljamle  ? 

fH.  fUtrp.  Ah  that  ye  would  in  a  letter  flicw  fuoh 
defpite. 

jE.  JlopsUr.  Oil  I  would  I  liad  Iiym  here,  the  whicli 
iid  it  endite. 
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in.  iilerji.  \Viiy  ye  made  it  your  felfe  ye  tolde  me 

by  this  light. 
^.  ^ogiEitcr.  Yea  I  ment  I  wrote  it  myne  owne  feK- 

yeflernight, 
^.  (JIujJtante.  Ywis  fir,  I  would  not  haue  fent  you 

fuch  a  mocke. 
|l.  ^oggtcf.  Ye  may  fo  take  it,  but  I  ment  it  not  fo 

by  cocke. 
|K.  JScrg.  Who  can  blame  this  woman   to  funic 

and  frette  and  rage  ? 
Tut,  tut, your  felfe  nowe  haue  marde  your  owne mani- 

Well,  yet  miflreffe  Cuflance,  if  ye  can  this  remitte, 
This  gentleman  other  wife  may  your  loue  requitte. 
(S-  (Jlttjstance.  No  God  be  with.XQy -both,. apd, feck.' 
no  m.ore  to  me.  Exeat. 

51.  glojijstcr.  Wough,  (lie  is  gone  for  euer,  I  fhall  hii 

no  more  fee, 
jVl.  Iilerii.  V/hat  weepe?  fye  for  fhame,  and  blub- 
ber? for  manhods  fake, 
N^cuer  lette  your  foe  fo  muclie  pleafure  of  you  take. 
Rather  play  the  maus  parte,  and  doe  loue  refraiiie. 
.  If  n^e  defpife  you  een  dc-fpife  ye  hir  againe. 

|l.  Jloiistcr.  By  gofl'e  and  for  thy  fake  I  defye  hi. 

in  deede. 
|tt.  picry.  Yea  and  pcrcliaunce  that  way  ye  fliall 
much  fooner  fpeede, 
For  one  madde  propretie  thefe  women  haue  in  fey. 
When  ye  will,  they  will  not:  Will  not  ye,  then  will  the\-. 
Ah  foolifhe  woman,  ah  mofle  vnluckie  Cuflance, 
Ah  vnfortunate  woman,  ah  pieuifhe  Cuflance, 
Art  thou  to  thine  harraes  fo  obflinately  bent, 
That  thou  canfl  not  fee  where  lieth  thine  high  prefer- 
ment ?  [well  ? 
Canft  thou  not  lub  dis  man,  whicli  coulde  lub  tlee  fo 
Art  thou  fo  much  thine  own  foe. 
ja.  Jioyister.  Thou  doft  the  tnith  tell 
^.  ^ern.  Wei  I  lament. 
%u  ^ojigtcc.  So  do  I. 
jfH.  JH-ers.  Wherfor? 
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|l.  ^oviStct.  For  this  thing 
Bicaufe  The  is  gone. 

fft.  /Eery.  I  mourne  for  rtn  other  thing. 

^.  JlogSiter.  What  is  it  Merygreeke,  wherfore  thou 
dofl  griefe  take  ? 

|S.  iUtrj.  That  I  am  not  a  woman  myfelfe  for  your 
fake, 
I  would  haue  you  my  felfe,  and  a  flrawe  for  yond  Gill, 
.And  mocke  much  of  you  though  it  were  againfl  ni)' 

will. 
I  would  not  I  warrant  you,  fall  in  fuch  a  rage, 
As  fo  to  refufe  fuche  a  goodly  perfonagc.  [greeke. 

%.  iPiOiiStcr.  In  faith  I  heartily  thanke  thee  Mery- 

lU.  i^lcn).  And  I  were  a  woman. 

jl.  ^oij^tcr.  Thou  wouldefl  to  me  feeke.  [bee. 

ijft.  ;iHcrT).  ^OT  though  I  fay  it,  a  goodly  perfon  ye 

%..  TionjsUr.  No,  no. 

;fEl.  fSlery.   \'cs  a  ^ocdly  man  as  ere  1  dyd  fee, 

JL  ilouj^Ur.  No,  I  am  a  poore  homclj^jnan  a§  God 
made  mee.- 

;At-  iHcrg.  By  the  faith  that  I  owe  to  God  fir,  but 
ye  bee. 
Woulde  I  might  for  your  f;ike,  fpende  a  thoufande 
pound  land. 

^.  lloiistcc.   \  dare  fay  ihou  wouldefl  haue  me  to 
thy  hulbande. 

|tt.  j|Ucrn.   Yea :  And  I  were  the  fairell  lady  in  the 
(lucre, 
And  knewe  you  as  I  know  you,  and  fee  you  nowehere. 
Well  I  fay  no  more. 

^.  It'onattr.  Gramercics  with  all  my  hart. 

flfl.  <Hen,i.   But  fincc  that  can  not  be,  will  ye  play  a 

p..  iion,«lcr.   Mow  fliould  I  ?  [wife  parte? 

$(X.  /tlcrg.  Ucfrainc  from  Cufl.mce  a  while  oow. 
And  I  warrant  hir  foonc  right  glad  to  fccke  to  you, 
\'c  fhall  fee  hir  anon  come  on  hir  knees  crcei)ing. 
A\v\  i)ray  you  to  be  good  to  hir  falte  teares  weeping. 

Jt  llonsltr.  But  what  and  fhe  come  not  ? 

/U.  /ttern.  In  faith  then  farewel  fhe. 
Or  rir-  i(  V.   K..  woti-    -•'•  -.yiy  nuengcd  be. 
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Jl\.  IRonsJttf.  By  cocks  precious  potfticke,  and  een 
fo  I  niall. 
1  wyll  vtterly  deflroy  hir,  and  houfe  and  all, 
But  I  woulde  be  auenged  in  the  meane  fpace, 
On  that  vile  fcrrbler,  that  did  my  wowyng  difgrace. 

|tt.  ^erji-  Scribler  (ko  you)  in  deede  he  is  worthy 
no  kllc. 
I  will  call  hym  to  you,  and  ye  bidde  me  doubtlelTe. 

^.  lUori^ter.  Yes,  for  although  he  had  as  many  liue^ 
As  a  thoufande  widowes,  and  a  thoufande  vviues, 
As  a  thoufande  lyons,  and  a  thoufand  raltes, 
A  thoufande  wolues,  and  a  thoudmde  cattes, 
A  thoufande  bulles,  and  a  thoufande  calues, 
And  a  thoufande  legions  diuided  in  halucs, 
Me  fhall  neuer  fcape  death  on  my  fv/prdes  point, 
Though  I  flioulde  b?  tome  therrore  ioynt  by  ioynt, 

fft.  IHcrji.  Nay,  if  ye  will  kyll  bim,  I  will  not  fette 
him, 
I  will  not  in  fo  muche  extremitie  fette  him, 
He  may  yet  amende  fir,  and  be  an  honell.m.an, 
Therfore  jiardon  him  good  foule,  as  muche  as  ye  can, 

51.  Slopsttr.  Well,  for  thy  fLike,  t'\Jb  -ouce  witli,  his 
lyfe  he  fliall  pafi'e, 
But  I  wyll  hewe  hym  all  to  pieces  by  the  iVfaffe. 

|ll.  |Hcri}.  Nay  faylh  ye  fliall  promife  that  he  (hall 
no  harme  haue, 
Elfe  I  will  not  fet  him. 

Jl.  $low5tcr.  I  fliall  fo  God  me  faue. 
But  I  may  chide  him  a  good. 

lU.  iHcnj.  Yea  that  do  hardely. 

|.l.  Siorjslcr.  Go  then. 

jH.  iUcrjj.  I  returae,  and  bring  him  to  you  by  and 
by.  Ex,. 


Roister  Dolster.  55 

Actus,  iij.  Scaena.  v. 

Jloi^tcr  poi.«Ur.    |TtatI)croe  ^evjsvccke.     ^cdttcner. 

|l.  lloyjJter.  jK^^^a"!  lat  is  a  guntlciiiaii  but  his 
worde  and  his  promife? 
I  mullnowefaue  thisvilaines 

lyfe  in  any  wife, 
And  yet  at  hyni  already  my 
handes  doc  tickle, 
I  fliall  vneth  holde  them,  they  wyll  be  fo  fickle. 
But  lo  and  Merygrecke  haue  not  brought  liim  fens  ? 
|Tt.  ittern.  Nay  I  wouldc  I  had  of  my  purfe  payd<i 

fortie  pens, 
.^triucncr.  So  woulde  I  too  :  but  it  needed  not  that 

Rounde, 
|tl.  |Hen).  But  the  ientman  had  rather  fpent  fiue 
thoufande  pounde, 
For  it  difgraced  hun  at  leafl  fiue  tymes  fo  muche. 
^trinrncr.   He  difgraced  hym  felfe,  his  loutifhneffe 

is  fiiche. 
^.  yioiistcr.  Howe  long  they  flande  prating?    Why 

coinit  thou  not  away? 
pi.  Ittcrp.  Come  nowe  to  hymfelfe,  and  hearke  what 

he  will  fay. 
jftcriucntr.  1  am  not  afrayde  in  his  prefence  to  ai>- 

peere. 
Jl.  5Roi;stcr.  Arte  thou  come  felow? 
,»pti"iutncr.   IIf)w  tliinke  you?  am  I  not  here? 
^  ilopslcr.  What  hindrance  haR  thou  doae  me, 

and  what  villanie  ? 
^criuentr.  Jt  hath  come  of  thy  fclfc,  if  thou  h:ill 

had  any. 
Jl.  3Bon«(lcr.  All  the  ftocke  thou  corned  of  later  or 
rather, 
From  thy  fyrfl  fathers  grandfathers  fathers  father, 
Nor  all  that  fliall  come  of  thee  to  the  worldes  endc, 
Though  to  three  frorc  generations  they  dcfccndt:, 
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Can  be  able  to  make  me  a  iufl  recompenfe, 
For  this  trefpafie  of  thine  and  this  one  ofTenfe. 
Scriutncr.  Wherin? 

|1.  ^oji^ter.  Did  not  you  make  me  a  letter  brother  ? 
^criucncr.  Pay  the  like  hire,  I  will  make  you  fuche 

an  other, 
p.  3lloi)j(tcr.  Nay  fee  and  thefe  whoorefon  Pharifeys 
and  Scribes 
Doe  not  get  their  liuyng  by  polling  and  bribes. 
If  it  were  not  for  flianie. 
^criuencr.  Nay  holde  thy  hands  ftill. 
|tt.  |Ucr]i.  Wliy  did  ye  not  promife  that  ye  would 

not  him  fpill  ? 
^crinentr.  Let  him  not  fpare  me. 
21  ^oy^ter.  Wliy  wilt  thou  (Irike  me  again  ? 
^crtucncr.  Ye  fh'all  h.aue  as  good  as  ye  bring  of  me 

that  is  plaine. 

|U.  iUerg.  I  can  not  blame  him  fir,  though  your 

blowes  wold  him  greue. 

For  he  knoweth  prefent  death  to  enfue  of  all  ye  geue. 

^.  Jloyctcr.  Well,  this  man  for  once  hath  purchafed 

thy  pardon.  [n'O"- 

^criunicr.  And  what  fay  ye  to  me  ?  or  elfe  1  will  be 

Jl.  ^lou^tcr.  I  fay  the  letter  thou  madefl  me  wus 

not  good. 
*cviucutr.  Then  did  ye  wrong  copy  it  of  likelyhood. 
^c.  ^liogjJter.  Yes,  out  of  thy  copy  worde  for  worde  1 
vvrote.  [wote, 

Stcriucncr.  Then  was  it  as  ye  prayed  to  haue  it  I 
But  in  reading  and  pnintyng  there  was  made  fome  faulte. 
ji.  ^oy^ter.  I  wote  not,  but  it  made  all  my  matter 

to  haulte. 
^rriucncr.  Howe  fay  you,  is  this  mine  originall  or 
no  ?  [niote  I  gG 

3Pi.  ?lo20tcr.  The  felfe  fame  that  I  wrote  out  of,  fo 
^criutncr.  Loke  you  on  your  owne  fill,  and  I  will 
looke  on  this, 
And  let  this  man  be  iudge  whether  I  reade  amifle. 
To  myne  owne  dere  coney  birde,  fweete  heart,  and 
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Good  miftreffe  Cuflance,  prefent  thefe  by  and  by. 
How  now  ?  doth  not  tin's  fuperfcription  agree  ? 

%.  Koiisttr.  Reade  that-is-within,  and  there  ye  fliall 
the  fault  fee, , 

^crittencr.  Sweete  raiflreffe,  v/here  as  I  loue  you, 
nothing  at  all 
Regarding  your  richeffe  and  fubflance  :  chiefe  of  all 
For  your  perfonage,  beautie,  demeanour  and  witte 
I  commende  me  vnto  you  :  Neuer  a  whitte 
Sory  to  heare  reporte  of  your  good  welfare. 
For  (as  I  heare  fay)  fuche  your  conditions  are, 
That  ye  be  worthie  fauour :  Of  no  liuing  man 
To  be  abhorred  :  of  euery  honefl  man 
To  be  taken  for  a  woman  enclined  to  vice 
Nothing  at  all :  to  vertue  giuing  hir  due  price. 
Wlierfore  concerning  mariage,  ye  are  thought 
Suche  a  fine  Paragon,  as  nere  honed  man  bought. 
And  nowe  by  thefe  prefents  I  doe  you  aduertife, 
That  I  am  minded  to  marrie  you  :  In  no  wyfe 
For  your  goodes  and  fubflance  :  I  can  be  content 
To  take  you  as  you  are :  yf  ye  will  be  my  wife, 
Ye  (hall  be  alTured  for  the  time  of  my  life, 
I  wyll  keepe  you  right  well :  from  good  raiment  and  larc, 
Ye  fhall  not  be  kept :  but  in  forowe  and  care 
Ye  fliall  in  no  wyfe  lyue  :  at  your  owne  libertie, 
I^oe  and  fay  what  ye  lufl :  ye  fliall  neuer  pleafe  me 
But  when  ye  arc  merrie :   I  will  bee  all  faddc 
When  ye  are  forie :  I  wyll  be  very  gladde 
When  ye  feeke  your  hcartcs  eafc  :  1  will  be  vnkinde 
At  no  time:  in  me  fliill  ye  muche  gentlenelTe  finde. 
But  all  things  contrary  to  your  will  and  minde 
Slull  be  done  otherwife  :  I  wyll  not  be  behynde 
To  fpcake:  Andas  forall  they  that  woulde  do  yc^u  wrong, 
(I  wyll  fo  hc-lpe  and  maintayne  ye)  fliill  not  lyue  long. 
Nor  any  fooliflie  doltc  fliall  cumber  you,  but  1, 
1,  who  ere  fay  nay,  wyll  flicke  by  you  tyll  1  die. 
iius  good  mifl.refle  Cuflance,  the  lorde  you  faue  and 
Itepe. 
From  me  Roifttr  Doifler,  whether  I  w.ike  or  Ucj.f-, 
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Who  fauoureth  you  no  leffe,  (ye  may  be  bokle) 
nian  this  letter  purportetli,  which  ye  haue  vnfolde. 
Now  fir,  what  default  can  ye  fmde  in  this  letter? 
^.  ^0|)j<ter.  Of  truth  in  my  mynde  there  can  not  be 
a  beuer,  [in  writyng, 

^crittcuir.  Then  was  the  fault  in  readyng,  and  not 
No  nor  I  daie  fiy  in  tlie  fourme  of  endityng, 
But  who  read  this  letter,  that  it  founded  fo  nought  ? 
|U.  JHcry.  1  redde  it  in  deede. 
^criitcneu.  Ye  red  it  not  as  ye  ought 
^i.  ITioy.'Stcr.  Why  thou  wretched  villaine  was  all  this 

fame  fliult  in  thee  ? 
|U.  fctevg.  I  knocke  your  coflarde  if  ye  offer  to 

llrike  me. 
|I.  Jlopjstcr.  Striked  thou  in  deede?  and  I  offer  but 
in  icfl?  [fit  in  refl. 

|tt.  |Uerj).  Yea  and  rappe  you  againe  except  ye  can 
And  I  will  no  longer  tarie  here  me  beleue. 
51.  ^oyster.  What  v,ilt  tliou  be  angry,  and  I  do 
thee  forgcue  ? 
Fare  thou  well  fcribler,  I  crie  thee  mercie  in  deede. 
^trincncr.  Fare  ye  well  bibblcr,  and  worthily  may 

ye  fpeede. 
^.  llogjstcr.  If  it  were  an  other  but  thou,  it  were  a 
knaue.  [both  faue, 

|ll.  I^lerp.  Ye  are  an  other  your  felfe  fir,  the  lorde  vs 
Albeit  in  this  matter  I  mufl  your  pardon  craue, 
Alas  woulde  ye  wyfhe  in  me  the  witte  that  ye  haue? 
But  as  for  my  fault  I  can  quickely  amende, 
I  will  fliewe  CuRance  it  was  I  that  did  offende. 

Ji.  ^OBjittr.  By  fo  doing  hir  anger  may  be  reformed, 
|ll.  ittcrij.  But  if  by  no  entreatie  flie  will  be  turned, 
Then  lette  lyght  by  hir  and  bee  as  teflie  as  rtiee, 
And  doe  your  force  vpon  hir  with  extremitie, 

51.  J^oistcr,  Come  on  therefore  lette  vs  go  home  in 
fadneffe.  [readineffe, 

|!l.  Ittery,  That  if  force  fhall  neede  all  may  be  in  a 
And  as  for  thys  letter  hardely  let  all  go, 
We  Ti\')'ll  know  where  fhe  refufe  you  for  that  or  no. 

\Exeavt  am. 
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Actus,  iiij.  Scaena.  j. 


^im  ^ure. 


there  any  man  hut 
I  Sym  Surefuy 
alone, 
That  .  would  haue 
taken  fuch  an  en- 
terprifehimvpon, 
fuche  an  outra- 
gious  tempefl  as 
as  this  was. 


In 


Suche  a  daungerous  gulfe  of  the  fea  to  paffe. 
I  thinke  verily  Neptuiies  mightie  godfliyp, 
Was  angry  with  fome  that  was  in  our  fliyp, 
And  but  for  the  honedie  which  in  me  he  founde, 
I  thinke  for  the  others  fake  we  had  bene  drownde. 
But  fye  on  that  fcruant  which  for  his  maifters  wealth 
Will  fticke  for  to  hazartle  both  his  lyfe  and  his  health 
My  maifler  (Jawj^r^Goodhirke  after  me  a  day 
5icaille  oflli^^veatherrrhoiTgFt  befl  hys  fliyppe  to  flay. 
And  now  that  I  haue  the  rougii  fourges  fo  well  jiaft, 
Qod  graiiDt-J  .may  findcalithingS-fafc  here  at.kiR. 
Then  will  I  thinke  all  my  trauaile  well  fpent. 
Nowe  the  firnjjoyjiMvljMyre  my  niaifler  liath  me  fern 
Is  to  falute  Hame  CliriRian  CuRance  his  wife, 
Kfj.ouf  d  i^-hbme  he  Icndreth  no  leffe  than  his  life, 
I  mud  fcc'how  it  is  witii  hir  well  or  wrong, 
And  whether  for  him  flie  dodi  not  now  tliinke  long: 
Then  to  other  fricndes  I  haue  a  mcffage  or  tway, 
And  then  fo  to  relume  and  mete  him  on  the  way. 
Now  wyll   I  goe  knocke  that  I  may  difpatche  wilh 

fpeede, 
But  loe  forth  commcth  hir  felfe  happily  in  deede. 
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Actus,  iiij.  Sc^na.  ij. 

Cri)n$thtn  (JTiTiStAnct.    ^im.  ^urcgbn. 

C  (Eajitantf.  ]^^^^^  Come  to  fee  if  any  more 
Rirryng  be  here, 
But  what  Ptra linger  is  this, 
which  doth  to  mcappere? 
^msi  <^ur«<.  I  will  fi)eake 
to  hir :  Dame  the  lorde  you  faue  and  fee. 
CiT.  (Jtujstance.  What  fricnde  Sym  Surelby?     Forfoth 
right  welcome  ye  be, 
Howedothmine  owneGaw)TiGoodluckc,  I  praythe  tell? 
^.  ^uvosbij.  When  he  knoweth  of  your  health  he 
will  be  perfect  well.  [would  be. 

(£.  CTuStancc.  If  he  haue  perfect  helth,  I  am  a.s  I 
^iin.  §ncc.  Suche  neweswill  pleafe  him  well,  this  is 

as  it  fhould  be. 
d.  GittStance.  I  thinke  now  long  for  him. 
^um  ^nrc.  And  he  as  long  for  you. 
(3^.  Cujstancc.  VVHien  wil  he  be  at  home? 
^gm  Jeure.  His  heart  is  here  een  now 
His  body  commeth  after. 
(E.  (JTustanrc.  I  woulde  fee  that  faine.         [a  maine. 
^im  (^ure.  As  fa(l  as  wynde  and  fayle  can  cary  it 
])Ut  what  two  men  are  yonde  comming  hitherwarde  ? 
(JT.  (!Iu)Stancc.  Now  I  fhrew  their  bed  Chriftmaffe 
chekcs  both  togetherward. 

Actus,  iiij.  Scaena.  iij. 

dhti^tian  Cnsitflnfc.    ^jjm  ^itrt^bii.    JlalpI) 
^oi;3tcr.    |Hat!)CKi  |ttci-pgreke.    E^ruptng. 

(jI.  CTujitance.  I^^^SSI'Iat    meane    thefe   lewde 

felowes  thus  to  trouble 
me  stil  ? 
iymSurefbyhere  perchance 
fnal  therof  deme  fom  yll. 
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And  fhall  fufpect  in  me  fome  point  of  nanghtinefle, 
And  they  come  hitherward. 
J&gm  J^ur:.  Wliat  is  their  bufineffe? 
CrrCttjstaucc.  I  haue  nought  to  them,  nor  they  to 

me  in  fadnelTe. 
^im  ^nrc.  Let  vs  hearken  them,  fomewhat  there 

is  I  feare  it. 
Jl.  Jlogjiter.  I  will  fpeake  out  aloude  bed,  that  fae 

may  heare  it. 
JVl.  ittcrg.  Nay  alas,  ye  may  fo  feare  hir  out  of  hir 
wit.  [hir  no  whit. 

5R.  ^UvgStir.  By  the  croffe  of  my  fworde,  I  will  hurt 
|Tl.  Itltrn.  \Vill  ye  doe  no  harme  in  dcede,  fliall  I 
iruil  your  worde  ?  [but  in  borde. 

|R.  I^og^ter.  By  Roifler  Doiflers  fayth  1  will  fpeake 
j&jm.  jpurc.  Let  vs  hearken  them,  Ibmwhat  there  is 
I  feare  it.  [heare  it : 

%.  |[loBJJttr.  I  will  fpeake  out  alonde,  I  care  not  who 
Sirs,  fee  that  my  harnefle,  my  tergat,  and  my  fhield, 
tie  made  as  bright  now,  as  when  I  was  lafl  in  fielde, 
As  white  as  I  flioulde  to  warre  againe  to  morrowe  : 
For  ficke  fhall  I  be,  l)Ut  T  worke  fome  folke  forow. 
Therfore  fee  that  all  fhine  as  bright  as  fa i net  George, 
Or  as  doth  a  key  newly  come  from  the  .Smiths  forge. 
1  woukle  haue  my  fworde  and  harneffe  to  fliine  fo  bright. 
That  I  might  therwiih  dinimc  mine  enimies  fight, 
I  would  haue  it  cafl  beames  as  fall  I  tell  you  playne, 
K%  doth  the  glittryng  graffe  after  a  fliowrc  of  raino. 
And  fee  that  in  cafe  I  flioulde  ncede  to  come  to  arm- 
All  things  may  be  ready  at  a  minutes  warning,      [ing, 
I'or  fuch  thaimce  may  chaunce  in  an  houre,  do  ye 
heare  ? 
JKl.  jHcrg.  As  perchance  fliall  not  chaunce  againe 

in  feu  en  ycarc. 
Tv.  3S.oj}j»t«r.  Now  draw  wc  nearc  to  hir,  and  here 

wliai  fliall  be  faydc. 
jlfl.  ^ern.   But  I  wimldc  not  haue  you  make  hir  too 

nu'.chc  afra}dc. 
H.  Ilojijjttr.  VVdl  fouude  fwtsete  wife  (1  uufl)  ft>r  aL 
this  your  fourc  looke. 
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(S>.  CTujsltatTCC.  Wife,  why  cal  ye  me  wife? 
^Sim  ^ure.  Wife  ?  this  gear  goth  acrook. 
IE.  iltcrg.  Nay  miflreffe  Cuftaiice,  I  warrant  you, 
our  letter 
Is  not  as  we  redde  een  nowe,  but  much  better, 
And  where  ye  halfe  (lomaked  this  gentleman  afore, 
For  thLs  fame  letter,  ye  wyll  loue  hym  now  therefore, 
Nor  it  is  not  this  letter,  though  ye  were  a  qucene. 
That  flioulde  break  e  marriage  betweone  you  twaine  I 
weene.  [fake. 

C.  dugtancc.  I  did  not  refufe  hjTii  for  the  letters 
^.  flogstcr.  Then   ye  aire  ;;;coritent   me   for  your 

hufbande  to  take. 
(E,.  (Hn^lumt.  You  for  my  hufbande  to  take?  no- 
thing leffe  truely. 
^.  IHog^tcr.  Yea  fay  fo,  fweete  fpoufe,  afore  ftraun- 
gers  hardly.  [with  me, 

^.  iUerji.  And  though  I  haue  here  his  letter  of  loue 
Yet  his  ryng  and  tokens  he  fent,  keepe  fafe  with  ye. 
(J.  CTri^tance.  A  mifchiefc  take  his  tokens,  and  him 
and  thee  too. 
Hut  what  prate  I  with  fooles?  haue  I  nought  elfe  to  doo? 
Come  in  with  me  Sym  Surcfuy  to  take  fome  repaft. 
^im  ^nrc.  I  muft  ere  I  drinke  by  your  leaue,  goe 
in  all  hafl, 
To  a  place  or  two,  with  earned  letters  of  his. 
d.  dujitaucc.  Then  come  drink  here  with  me. 
^im  ^nxe.  I  thank  you. 
(II.  (Jttjstance.  Do  not  miffe 
Vou  fliall  haue  a  token  to  your  maifler  with  you. 
^■Qm  ^nxt.  No  tokens  this  time  gramercies,  God 
be  with  you.  -E-y^^L 

<S.  CufStanre.  Surely  this  fellowe  mifdecmeth  fome 
yll  in  me. 
Which  thing  but  God  helpe,  will  go  neere  to  fpill  me. 
'§..  Jloystcr.  Yea^farewellXeJlow,  and  tell  thy  maifter 
Goodlucke 
That  he  commeth  to  late  of  thys  blolTome  to  plucke. 
Let  him  keepe  him  there  flill,  or  at  lead  wife  make  no 
As  for  his  labour  hither  he  (\\i\\  fpende  in  wad.     [hafU 
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His  betters  be  in  place  no\ve. 

^.  iilcr]).  As  long 'as  it  will  hold. 

C-  ^ujstjnce.  I  will  be  euen  with  thee  thou  beall, 
thou  mayfl  be  bolde. 

%.  Jloysttr.  Will  ye  haue  vs  then  ? 

grt.ffngtiince.  I  will  nr:uer  haue  tlige. 

Jl.  5logsUr.  Then  will  1  haue  you  ? 

CT.  dTn.sitance.  No,  the  deuill  (hal  haue  thee. 
I  haue  gotten  this  houre  more  fharae  and  haiine  by  thee, 
Then  all  thy  life  days  thou  canfl.  do  me  honeflie. 

i^-  i^fi^B-  ^^'^y  nowe  may  ye  fee  what  it  comth  too 
in  the  ende, 
To  make  a  deadly  foe  of  your  mofl  louing  frende  : 
And  ywis  this  letter  if  ye  woulde  heare  it  now. 

(J.  (iTastante.  I  will  heare  none  of  it. 

|U.  lUcrj).  In  faith  would  rauiflie  you.       [is  cleare 

(£.  (Custituce.   He  hath  Rained  my  name  for  euer  diis 

|&.  ^05$ter.  I  can  make  all  as  well  in  an  houre. 

|Tl.  iUcrg.  As  ten  yeare. 
How  fay  ye,  wil  ye  haue  him? 

(E.  (JIttstancc.  No. 

|U.  fttcrp.  Wil  yc  take  hira? 

€.  Cu$tance.  I  defie  him. 

/n.  ittfui).  At  my  word  ? 

(fl.  CTujiitauce.  A  fhame  take  him. 
WaRe  no  more  wynde,  for  it  will  neuer  bee. 

fHi.  lUery.  This  one  faullc  with  twaine  fliall  be 
mended,  ye  Riall  fee. 
Gentle  miRreffe  CuRance  now,  good  miRreffe  CnRance, 
Honey  miRreffeCuRance  now,fweete  miRreffe  CuRance, 
Golden  miRreffeCuRance  now,  white  miRredeCuRance, 
Silken  miRreffe  CuRance  now,  faire  miRreffe  Cuflancc 

Ct.  Cugtrtnce.  Faith  rather  than  to  mary  with  fuche 
a  doltiflie  loute, 
I  woulde  matche  my  fclfc  with  a  begger  out  of  doutc. 

^.  Ittcrj.  'Ihcn  1  can  fay  no  more,  to  fi>ctde  we 
are  not  like, 
Excejit  yc  rappe  out  a  rn[;ge  of  your  Rhetorike. 

C  Cujstance.  Spcake  not  of  winnyng   nn.e  :    for  it 
flialj  neuer_be_li8j,  "^ 
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^.  $loj3«>tci'.  Yes  dame,  I  will  haue  you  whether  ye 

'    will  or  no, 
I  commaunde  you  to  loue  me,  wherfore  fhoulde  ye  not? 
Is  not  my  loue  to  you  chafing  and  burning  hot  ? 

|E.  |Hcrji.  Too  hir,  that  is  well  fayd. 

fl.  5log;Ster.  Shall  I  fo  breake  my  braine 
To  dote  vpon  you,  and  ye  not  loue  vs  againe? 

|E.  picrij.  AVel  fayd  yet. 

(Jl.  (JIujStancc.  Go  to  you  goofe. 

%.  |loi),stcr.  I  fay  Kit  Cuftance, 
In  cafe  ye  will  not  haze,  well,  better  yes  perchaunce. 

(JI.  Cttjstiintc.  Auaunt  lozell,  picke  thee  hence. 

|tt.  IHerg.  Wcl  fir,  ye  perceiue. 
For  all  your  kinde  offer,  fhe  will  not  you  receiue. 

51.  Pogs^tcr.  Then  a  flrawe  for  hir,.  and  a  flrawe  for 
hir  againe, 
She  iliall  not  be  my -w-ifef  woulde  fhe  neuer  fo  faine, 
No  and  though  fhe  would  be  at  ten  thoufand  pounde 
cofl.  [ye  haue  lofl. 

|H.  |tlcrg.  Lo  dame,  ye  may  fee  what  an  hufbande 

^.  (itit^tancc.  Yea,  no  force,  a  icwell  muche  better 
loft  than  founde. 

|U.  fslcri).  x\h,  ye  will  not  beleue  how  this  doth  my 
heart  wounde. 
How  flioulde  a  mariage  betwene  you  be  towarde, 
If  both  parties  drawe  backe,  and  become  fo  frowarde. 

p,.  ^op$tcr.  Nay  dame,  I  will  fire  thee  out  of  thy 
houfe, 
And  deftroy  thee  and  all  thine,  and  that  by  and  by. 

f^.  iHcrg.  Nay  for  the  paffion  of  God  fir,  do  not  fo. 

%.  ^oyistcr.  YeSjj^xcept  Ae,ffill.fay_ye;^  to  that  flie 
fayde  no. 

C  (ilusitancc.  . '  nd  what,  be  there  no  officers  trow 
we,  in  towne 
To  checke  idle  loytrers,  braggyng  vp  and  downe? 
Where  be  they,  by  whome  vacabunds  fhoulde  be  re- 

preft? 
That  poore  fillie  WidoAves  might  liue  in  i)eace  and  reft. 
Shall  I  neuer  ridde  thee  out  of  my  companie  ? 
I  will  call  for  helpe,  what  hough,  come  forth  Trupenie. 
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Sruptnit.  Anon.  What  is  your  -vvill  miflrefle  ?  dyd 
ye  call  me  ?  [may  be, 

C-  Cnsitancc.  Yeaj, go  runne- apace,  and  as  fad  as 
Pray  Triftram  Tnafty,  my  mofle  aflured  frcnde, 
To  be  here  by  and  by,  that  he  may  me  defende. 
Srupcnie.  That  melTage  fo  quickly  fhall  be  done  by 
Gods  grace, 
That  at  my  returne  ye  fhall  fay,  I  Avent  apace.     Exeat^ 
C.  (JlusHancc.  Then  fhall  we  fee  I  trowe,  whether  ye 

fhall  do  me  harme, 
Jl.  ^oyster.  Yes  in  faith   Kitte,  I  fliall  thee  and 
thine  fo  charme. 
That  all  women  incarnate  by  thee  may  beware. 

CT.  (Custancc.  Nay,  as  for  charming  me,  come  hither 
if  thou  dare,  [traine, 

I  fhall  cloute  thee  tyll  thou  flinke,  both  thee  and  thy 
And  coyle  thee  mine  owne  handes,  and  fende  thee 
home  againe.  [me  threaten? 

^R.  Jlonsiltr.  Yea  fayfl  thou  me  that  dame?  dofl.  thou 
Goe  we,  I  riill  fee  whether  I  fliall  be  beaten. 
jn.  iUerg.  Nay  for  the  paiflie  of  God,  let  me  now 
treate  peace. 
For  bloudflied  will  tliere  be  in  cafe  this  flrife  increace. 
Ah  good  dame  Cuflance,  take  better  way  with  you. 
©.  (flu^tancc.   Let  him  do  his  worR. 
ffX..  illcnj.  Ycld  in  time. 
JR.  Jloy^ter.  Come  heiKe  thou. 

Excant  Roijler  et  Mcry. 

Actus,  iiij.  Scaena  iiij. 

€l)risUim  (JTujJtancc.    ;2Vnol  ;Mi)fate. 
ti;:ibtt  Z.     fSS.-  |ttnmblttnist. 

CnjJtance.  ES^SSS^^  ^\v!?i,  if  I  Ihould  not  with 
hym  take  this  way, 
I    fliould    not    be    riddf 
of  him    I    thinke   till 
doomcs  day, 
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I  will  call  forth  my  folkes,  that  without  any  mockes 
If  he  come  agayne  wc  may  glue  him  rappes  and  knockes. 
Mage  Mumblecrufl,  come  forth,  and  Tibet  Talke  apace. 
Yea  and  come  forth  too,  miflreffe  Annot  Alytace. 
^nnot  %\\}.  I  come. 
STibft.  And  I  am  here. 
fil.  |Humb.  And  I  am  here  too  at  length. 
(E.  (!Iu5tancc.  Like  warriers  if  nede  bee,  ye  mufl 
fliew  your  (Irength 
The  man  that  this  day  hath  thus  bcgiled  you, 
Is  Ralph  Roifler  DoiRer,  whome  ye  know  well  mowe, 
I'he  mode  loute  and  dailarde  that  euer  on  grounde 
trode.  fabrode. 

STib.  Salk.  I  fee  all  folke  mocke  hym  when  he  goth 
(HI.  Clusitance.  What  pretie  raaide?   will  ye  talke 

when  I  fpeake? 
Sib.  STalk.  No  forfooth  good  miftrede. 
(ST.  (Jlusitancc.  Will  ye  my  tale  breake  ? 
He  threatneth  to  come  hither  with  all  his  force  to  fight, 
I  charge  you  if  he  come,  on  him  willi  all  your  migiit. 
|tl.  |Unmbl.  I  with  my  diflaffe  will  reache  hym  one 
_  rappe, 

Sib.  %3\\\.  And  I  with  my  newe  broome  will  fweepe 
hym  one  fwappe, 
And  then  with  our  greate  clubbe  I  will  reache  hym  one 
rapj)e. 
^tt.  j^liface.  And  I  with  our  fkimmer  will  fling  him 

one  flappe. 
®ib.   5^alk.   Then    Trupenies    fireforke  wU    him 
fhrewdly  fray. 
And  you  with  the  fpitte  may  driue  him  quite  away, 
d.  Cu^tancc.  Go  make  all  ready,  that  it  may  be 

een  fo. 
mb.  Salk.  For  my  parte  I  flircwe  them  that  lafl  about 
it  go,  E^ea;U. 
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Actus,  iiij.  Scsena.  v. 

Ci;i)ri!Sti«n  CttiStancc.     STntpeuu.    STrbtram  ©rujstg. 

(J.  (Jujstaiue.  I^^^^^Rupenie  dyd  promife  me 

to  runne  a  great  pace, 
My  friend  Triflram  Trufl y 

to  fet  into  this  place. 
Indeede  hedwelleth  hence 
a  good  flert  1  confelTe : 
But  yet  a  quicke  meflanger  might  twice  fince  as  I  gelTe, 
Haue  gone  and  comeagaine.    K\\  yond  I  fjjie  him  now. 
STrupcnn.  Ye  are  a  flow  goer  fir,  I  make  God  auow. 
My  miRrelTe  Cuflance  will  in  me  put  all  the  blame, 
Your  leggs  be  longer  than  rnyne :  come  apace  for  fiiame. 
(Jl.  dastancc.  I  can  thee  thanke  Trupenie,  thou  hafl 
done  right  wele.  [on  my  hele, 

S^rupenn.  Maiftreffe fince  Iwentnografle  hath  growne 
But  maifler  TriRram  Truflie  here  maketli  no  fpeede. 

d.  (£ngtiincc.  That  he  came  at  all  I  thanke  him  in 
very  deede, 

For  now  haue  I  ncede  of  the  heljje  of  fome  wife  man. 

e.  5l^ruj5t]i.  Then  may  I  be  gone  againe,  for  none 
fuch  I  [a]m.  [man 

S^rupcnie.  Ye  may  bee  by  your  going :  for  no  Alder- 
Can  goe  I  dare  fay,  a  fadder  j)ace  than  ye  can. 

C-  (£ust«ntc.  Trupenie  get  thee  in,  thou  flialt  among 
them  knowe, 
How  to  vfe  tliy  felfe,  like  a  proprc  man  I  trowe. 

Srupenn.   I  go.     Ex.  [much. 

(£.  (CusJlaufc.  Now  Triflram  TruRy  I  thank  you  right 
For  at  my  firR  fending  to  come  ye  neucr  grutch. 

S.  5>rnstp.  Dame  CuRance  God  ye  faue,  and  while 

my  life^fiiall  UiR,  [waft. 

For  my  friende  (ioo.i'.'.icks  fake  ye  fhall  not  fendo  in 

d.  (tujJlance.   He  fhal  giue  you  thanks. 

51.  Srustij.  I  will  do  much  for  his  fake 

C  (!lu3t.inte.   But  alack,  I  fcare,  gre;U    difplcafurc 
(hall  be  take. 
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3^.  ®ctt)8tjj.  Wherfore? 

CT.  (ilujJtantt.  For  a  foolifh  matter. 

5r.  ©rujStg.  What  is  your  caufe  fdawes. 

®.  CuiStance.  I  am  yll  accombred  with  a  couple  of 

SC.  5l^rusJt|).  Nay  weepe  not  woman :  but  tell  me  what 
your  caufe  is 
A.S  concerning  my  fricnde  is  any  thing  amiffe  ? 

(H.  CIttiStancc.  No  not  on  my  part:  but  here  was  Sym 
Surefby. 

%.  Srustie.  He  was  with  me  and  told  me  fo. 

(E.  dusitantc.  And  he  iloode  by 
While  Ralph  Roifler  Doifler  with  helpe  of  Merygreclce. 
For  promife  of  mariage  dyd  vnto  me  feeke. 

%.  ertJjStg.  And  had  ye  made  any  j,romife  before  them 
twaine,  [flaine, 

C  (ilusstantc.  No  I  had  rather  be  tome  in  pieces  and 
No  man  hath  my  faith  and  trouth,  but  Gawyn  Good- 

lucke, 
And  that  before  Surefby  dyd  I  fay,  and  there  flucke, 
But  of  certaine  letters  there  were  fuche  words  fpoken. 

ST.  STrusitie.  He  tolde  me  that  too. 

or.  (JittjJtancc.  And  of  a  ring  and  token. 
That  Surefby  I  fpied,  dyd  more  than  halfe  fufnect. 
That  I  my  faitli  lu  Gawyn  Goodlucke  dyd  reiect. 

e.  erustj)   But  there  was  no  fucb  matter  dame  Cus- 
lance  in  dcede  ? 

d.  Custantc.  If  euer  my  head  thought  it,  God  fende 
me  yll  fpeede. 
Wherfore  1  befeech  you,  with  me  to  be  a  witneffe, 
That  in  all  my  lyfe  I  neuer  intended  thing  lelfe, 
And  what  a  brainficke  foole  Ralph  Roifler  Doifter  is, 
Your  felfe  know  well  enough. 

5r.  ei'UiStg.  Ye  fay  full  true  ywis.  [apply, 

€^.  Cujstance.  Bicaufe  to  bee  his  wife  I  negraunt  nor 
Hither  will  he  com  he  fweareth  by  and  by,  [houfe  flat. 
To  kill  both  me  and  myne,  and  beate  downe  my 
Therfore  I  pray  your  aide. 

%.  cTrugtic.  I  warrant  you  that. 

C.  (JTujitancc.  Hauelfomanyyeresliuedafobrelifc, 
And  fliewcd  my  fclfe  honell,  mayde,  widowe,  and  wyfe 
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And  nowe  to  be  abufed  in  fuch  a  vile  forte, 

Ye  feeTTowe"p"oore  Wido-.ves  lyue  all  voyde'  of  comfort. 

%.  STnijitw.  I  warrant  hym  do  you  no  hanne  nor 
wrong  at  all.  [mpfl  appall, 

CT.  Ctt^tiinte.  No,  but  Matherv-Mcrygreeke  doth  me 

That^h.e-WOulde  io>'neJiyDa.Xelfe>Lithfu£h£il,\\Tetched 

loute.  [doubte, 

STTStujiIb.  He  doth  it  for  a  iefl  I  knowe  hym  out  of 
And  here  cometh  Merygreke. 

C.  €u)Stanct.  Then  flial  we  here  his  mind. 


Actus,  iiij.  Scaena.  vj. 

JfHersgrekt.    CljrisUan  Cu^tance.    Srijst.  Srajstji. 

|\tl.  fRerji.  ^{J^^JUJ^iU fiance  and  Truflie  both,  1 

doe  you  here  well  finde. 

(C.    (!In$tancc.  Ah    Mathew 

Merygretke,  ye  haue  vfed 

me  well. 

i^-  i^*^''!'-   ^^'owc    for    altogether     ye    muR    your 
anfwcre  tell. 
Will  ye  haue  this  man,  woman  ?  or  clfc  will  ye  not? 
Klfe  will  he  come  neucr  bore  fo  brymmc  nor  tofl  fo  liot. 
(Tvi^.  anb  Cu.  But  why  ioyn  ye  with  him. 
(?-.  5Iru5>lr».   For  mirth. 

€1.  Cusstance.  Or  elfc  in  fadneflc  [mater  gcfie. 

f6^.  JUci),'.  Tho  more  fond  of  you  both  hardly  ynt 
trislram.  I>o  how  fay  ye  dame? 
1^-  i^crS-  Why  do  ye  thinkc  dime  Cuftance 
That  in  this  wowyng  I  haue  ment  ouglit  but  n;ifl,\nce? 
(JI.  tCujJtante.    M^f;J-i   tliin^r.s  yc  fpake,   I  wotc,   to 

maintainc  his  dotage. 
ffi..  jnHcrn.  But  well  might  ye  iudgc  I  fpake  it  all 
in  mockage  ? 
For  u-hv?  ;    Voider  Doiftcr  a  fitte  huiband  for  vou? 
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%.  STruiStjj.  I  dare  fay  ye  neuer  thought  it 

|E.  lUerg.  No  to  God  I  vow. 
And  dyd  not  T'knowe  nfore  of  the  infurance 
Betweene  Gawyn  Goodlucke,  and  Chriflian  Cuflance? 
And  dyd  not  I  for  the  nonce,  by  my  conueyance, 
Reade  his  letter  in  a  wrong  fenfe  for  daliance? 
That  if  you  coulde  haue  take  it  vp  at  the  firfl  bpunde, 
We  fhould  therat  fuch  a  fporte^anj,,  pailime_haue 

founde, 
That  all  the  whole  to%vne  fliould  haue  ben  the  merier. 

(!t.  (SuiStancc.  Ill  ake  )'Our  heades  both,  I  was  neuer 
werier, 
Nor  neuer  more  vexte  fmce  the  firfl  day  I  was  borne. 

%.  5ri"ugtj).Buf~vei'y  well  Twin,  he  here  did  all  in 
fcorne. 

C  (ilu^tancc.  But  I  feared  therof  to  take  difhoneflie. 

|E.  JHcrii.  This  fliould  both  haue  made  fport,  and 

fhewed  your  honeflic  [low. 

And  Goodlucke  I  dare  fweare,  your  witte  therin  would 

®.  STrujStg.  Yea,  being  no  worfe  than  we  know  it 
to  be  now.  fcome  to  him, 

;(E.  iHcry.  And  nothing  yet  to  late,  for  when  I 
Hither  will  he  repairt  with  a  Iheepes  looke  full  grim, 
By  plaine  force  and  violence  to  driue  you  to  yelde. 

(!I.  (!lu5tance.  If  ye  two  bidde  me,  we  will  with  him 
I  and  my  maides  together.  [pitche  a  fielde, 

|H.  iHcri).  Let  vs  fee,  be  bolde. 

d.  (ilugtancc.  Ye  fhall  fee  womens  warre. 

S.  eruiStu.  That  fight  wil  I  behold.  brim, 

fdi.  iUcrg.  If  occafion  ferue,  takyng  his  parte  full 
I  will  flrike  at  you,  but  the  rappe  fliall  light  on  him. 
When  we  firfl  appeare. 

(JI.  (JLuiStautf.  Then  will  I  runne  away 
As  though  I  were  afeard. 

%.  Srujotg.   Do  you  that  part  wel  play 
And  I  will  fue  for  peace. 

fSl.  jftlcrp.  And  I  wil  fet  him  on. 
Then  will  he  looke  as  fierce  as  a  CotfTold  lyon. 

S.  STi'U^t^).  But  when  goft  thoa  for  him  ? 

f^.  j(H.ecfi.  That  do  I  very  nowt^. 
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(ff.  (Ctistiince.  Ye  fhal  find  vs  here. 

ffi.  /ttcrg.  Wei  god  haue  mercy  on  you.  Ex. 

\.  ^nDStg.  There  is  no  caufe  of  feare,  the  leall  boy 
in  the  ilreete  :  [him  take  his  feete. 

C  CtisJtancc.  Nay,  the  leafl  girle  I  haue,  will  make 
But  hearke,  me  thinke  they  make  preparation. 

S-  Ci^niiStj.  No  force,  it  will  be  a  good  recreation. 

^.  (Sugtanct.  I  will  lland  within,  and  fleppe  forth 
fpeedily, 
And  fo  make  as  though  I  ranne  away  dreadfully. 

Actus,  iiij.  Sc^na.  vij. 

|i.  Jlou^ter.    Jtt.  Iltcriigrccke.     CT.  (JTu^tance. 
p.  poujjijUc.     'gixvpax.    5;riglram  STrujJtg. 

^  l&og^tcr.  j^^^gi^^^Owe  firs,  keci)e  your  ray,  aud 
fee  your  hcartes  bcdoute, 
But  where  be  thcfe  caitifes, 
me  think  they  dare  not 
route,  [fay?. 

Howfayfl  thou  Mer)'greekc?  What  doth  Kit  Cuftance 
/U.  /Ucrn.  I  am  loth  to  tell  you. 
^.  iiloDSter.  TuHie  fpcake  man,  yea  or  nay?  [lean. 
fn.  fHcrg.   Forfooth  fir,  I  haue  fpoken  for  you  all  that 
But  if  ye  winne  hir,  ye  mufl  een  jjlay  the  man, 
Ecn  to  fight  it  out,  ye  mufl  a  mans  heart  take. 
JR.  Jloijjster.  Yes,  they  fliall  know,  and  thou  knowcR 
I  haue  a  flomacke.  [man  had. 

fitl.  iTElcrjj.]  A  flomacke  (quod  you)yca,as  good  as  ere 
Jl.  luonjsicr.  1  trowe  they  Ihall  finde  and  feclc  that 
I.amalad.  [meate  as  well, 

A^-  -f^ffU-  %  ^^is  erode  I  haue  fcenc  you  eate  your 
As  any  ihat  ere  I  haue  feene  of  or  heard  tell, 
A  flomacke  quod  you  ?  he  that  will  that  denie 
I  knosv  was  neuer  at  dynner  in  your  comijanie. 
51.  2i0i)3ltr.  Nay,  the  flomacke  of  a  num  it  is  that 
I  meane.  [I  wccne. 

in.  |Htr^.  Nay  the  flomacke  of  a  hcrfc  or  a-  dogge 
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5R.  |ioji)Stev.  Nay  a  mans  ftomacke  Anth  a  weapon 
meane  I.  [fpoone  in  a  pie. 

^.  itlcry.  Ten  men  can  fcarce  match  you  with  a 
%.  liOgjSter.  Nay  the  ftomake  of  a  man  to  trie  in 
ftrife.  [in  my  lyfe. 

|tt.  itterg.  I  neuer  lawe  your  flomacke  cloyed  yet 
^.  ^ogjJtcr.  Tuflie  I  meane  in  ftrife   or  fighting 
to  trie.  [angry. 

p.  iEcrg.  We  fliall  fee  how  ye  will  ftrike  nowe  being 
fl.  flousitcr.  Haue  at  thy  pate  then,  and  faue  thy 
head  if  thou  may.  [this  day, 

^.  IHerg.  Nay  then  haue  at  your  pate  agayne  by 
^.^ojJjSter.  Nay  thou  mayfl^not  flrike  at  me  againe 
in  no  wife.  [warrantife  : 

pt.  |ttcrg.  I  can  not  in  fight  make  to  you  fuche 
But  as  for  your  foes  here  let  them  the  bargaine  bie. 
1^  lilogiSter.  Nay  as  for  they,  fhall  euery  mothers 
childe  die. 
And  in  this  my  fume  a  little  thing  might  make  me, 
To  beate  downe  houfe  and  all,  and  elfe  the  deuill  take 
me. 
|tt.  lEcrg.  If  I  were  as  ye  be,  by  gogs  deare  mother, 
I  woulde  not  leaue  one  (lone  vpon  an  other. 
Though  fhe  woulde  redeeme  it  with  twentie  thoufand 
pound  es. 
|J.  ^ogjJtcr.  It  fhall  be  euen  fo,  by  his  lily  woundes. 
itt.  i^trp.  Bee  not  at  one  with  hir  vpon  anyamendes. 
|l.  ftogsilcr.  No  though  (he  make  to  me  neuer  fo 
many  (rendes. 
Nor  if  all  the  worlde  for  hir  woulde  vndertake, 
No  not  God  hymfelfe  neither,  (hal  not  hir  peace  make, 
On  therfore,  marche  forwarde.  foft,  (lay  a  whyle  yet. 
ia.  ittery.  On. 
g.  Jlog^tcr.  Tar)'. 
•  i^crij.  Forth. 
Jloii^tcr.  Back. 
.  iHcnj.  On. 

^loygter.  Soft.  Now  forward  fet.  [alas,  alas. 
Ct.  (Jtn^tancc.  What  bufineffe  haue  we  here?  oat 
'R.  5loj}«tfr.  Ha,  ha,  ha,  ha,  ha. 
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Dydfl  thou  fee  that  Merj'greeke?  howafrayde  fliewas? 
Dydd  thou  fee  how  (he  fledde  apace  out  of  my  fight  ? 
Ah  good  fweete  Cuftance  I  pitie  hir  by  this  light. 

|tt.  |fterji.  That  tender  heart  of  yours  \vyll  marre 
altogether, 
Thus  will  ye  be  turned  with  waggymg  of  a  fether. 

|S.  Jlogjster.  On  firs,  keepe  your  ray. 

fSi.  ill  erg.  On  forth,  while  this  geare  is  hot 

^.  Jlonstev.  Soft,  the  Armes  of  Caleys,  I  haue  one 

JH.  iKcni.  What  lacke  we  now  ?  [thing  forgot. 

%..  floyster.  Retire,  or  elfe  we  be  all  flain. 

|H.  I^etrg.  Backe  for  the  pafhe  of  God,  backe  firs, 
What  is  the  great  mater  ?  [backe  againe. 

^.  5Roi)j«tfr.  This  haflie  forth  goyng 
•Had  aimofl  brought  vs  all  to  vtter  vndoing, 
It  made  me  forget  a  thing  mofl  neceffarie.         [Marie. 

|Tl.  iUcr]}.  Well  remembred  of  a  captaine  by  fainct 

^.  y.OTijSter.  It  is  a  thing  mufl  be  had. 

|Tl.  iTlcrii.  Let  vs  haue  it  then. 

%.  Jloij^ter.  But  I  wote  not  where  nor  how. 

i^-  ftt^'^B-  Then  wote  not  I  when. 
But  what  is  it  ? 

^.  Jlon^ter.  Of  a  chiefe  thing  I  am  to  feeke.  [a  weke. 

|tt.  ;fTltrn.  Tut  fo  will  ye  be,  when  ye  haue  ftudied 
But  tell  me  what  it  is  ? 

^.  Monster.  I  lacke  yet  an  hedpiece.         [to  grece, 

|1tt.  ^ern.  The  kitchen  collocauit,  the  befl  hennes 
Runne,  fet  it  Dobinet,  and  come  at  once  withal), 
And  bryng  with  thee  my  potgunne,  hangyng  by  the 

wall, 
I  haue  feene  your  head  with  it  full  many  a  tyme, 
Couered  as  fafe  as  it  had  bene  with  a  fkrine  : 
And  I  warrant  it  fane  your  head  from  any  flroke, 
Except  pcrchaunce  to  be  amafed  with  the  fmoke  : 
I  warrant  your  head  therwith,  except  for  the  mill, 
As  fafe  as  if  it  were  fafl  locked  vp  in  a  chifl. : 
And  loe  here  our  Dobinet  commeth  with  it  nowe. 

p.  JBougl).  It  willcoucr  me  tothefhoulderswellinow. 

jtt.  itterg.  Let  me  fee  it  on. 

F 
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%.  ^ogiStcr.  In  fayth  it  doth  metely  well,  [mud  vs  tell 
|E.  JWcrg.  There  can  be  no  fitter  thing.     Now  ye 
What  to  do. 
51.  JloTjjJter.  Nowforthinrayfirs,and(loppenomore. 
JE.  JlJ^crg.  Now  fainct    George   to    borow,    Drum 

dubbe  a  dubbe  afore, 
2C.  STrujsti).  What  meane  you  to  do  fir,  committe 
manflanghter.  [laughter. 

5^  SU)r))5tcr.  To   kyll   fortie   fuch,  is   a  matter  of 
®.  S^rujJtg.  And  who  is  it  fir,  whome  ye  intende 
thus  to  fpill  ?  [againfl  my  will. 

^.  Jtogjitcr.  Foolifhe   Cuflance    here    forceth   me 
®.  SmjStu.  And  is  there  no  meane  your  extreme 
wrath  to  flake. 
She  fhall  fome  amendes  vnto  your  good  mafhyp  make. 
3^.  JK^ogsitcr.  I  will  none  amendes. 
%.  3^rtt)»tg.  Is  hir  offence  fo  fore  ? 
JE.  JEerg.  And  he  were  a  loute  (he  coulde  haue 
done  no  more. 
She  hath  calde  him  foole,  and  dreffed  him  like  a  foole. 
Mocked  him  lyke  a  foole,  vfed  him  like  a  foole. 
%.  STru^tg.  Well  yet  the  Sheriffe,  the  luftice,  or 
Conftable, 
Hir  mifdemeanour  to  punifhe  might  be  able. 
^.  ^ogjSter.  No  fir,  I  mine  owne  felfe  will  in  this 
prefent  caufe, 
Be  Sheriffe,  and  ludice,  and  whole  ludge  of  the  lawes, 
This  matter  to  amende,  all  officers  be  I  (hall, 
Conftable,  Bailiffe,  Sergeant. 
jftt.  itterg.  And  hangman  and  all.  [a  man 

5C.  ^rujJtg.  Yet  a  noble  courage,  and  the  hearte  ot 
Should  more  honour  >vinne  by  bearyng  with  a  woman. 
Therfore  take  the  lawe,  and  lette  hir  aunfwere  therto. 
Jl.  l^ogjSttr.  Merygreeke,  the  beft  way  were  euen  fo 
to  do. 
What  honour  (hould  it  be  with  a  woman  to  fight  ? 
|ll.  ^erjj.  And  what  then,  will  ye  thus  forgo  and 

lefe  your  right  ? 
JJ.  I^opjsttr.  Nay,  I  will  take  the  lawe  on  hir  with- 
outen  grace. 
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S.  S^rujStg.  Or  yf  your  mafhyp  coulde  pardon  this 
I  pray  you  forgiue  hir.  [one  trefpace. 

?l.  ^ogister.  Hoh? 

|a.  |l£lerg.  Tulhe  tufhe  fir  do  not. 
Be  good  maifler  to  hir. 

^.  IRoB^tcr.  Hoh  ? 

|tt.  lUcrD.  Tufh  I  fay  do  not. 
And  what  fliall  your  people  here  returne  ilreight  home? 

5r.  ®rtxs!tie.  Yea,  leuie  the  campe  firs,  and  hence 
againe  eche  one,  [call, 

^.  IXogjJtcr.  But  be  flill  in  readinefle  if  I  happe  to 
I  can  not  tell  what  fodaine  chaunce  may  befall. 

fm.  ittcrii.  Do  not  off  your  harneffe  firs  I  you  aduife, 
At  the  lead  for  this  fortnight  in  no  maner  wife, 
Perchaunce  in  an  houre  wlien  all  ye  thinke  leaft. 
Our  maiflers  appetite  to  fight  will  be  bed. 
But  foft,  ere  ye  go,  haue  once  at  Cuftance  houfe. 

%.  Jlogjster.  Soft,  what  wilt  thou  do  ? 

|tt.  Jlltrg.  Once  difcharge  my  harqueboufe     [goon. 
And  for  my  heartes  eafe,  haue  once  more  with  my  pot- 

^  ^ogj^ttr.  Holde  thy  handes  elfe  is  all  our  purpofe 
cleane  fordoone. 

jftt.  iHerii.  And  it  cofl  me  my  life. 

%.  jRoijjJter.  I  fay  thou  fhalt  not.       [with  haile  fliot 

f^..  ^Herj.  By  the  matte  but  I  will.    Haue  once  more 
I  will  haue  fome  penyworth,  I  will  not  leefe  all. 

Actus,  iiij.  Scaena.  viij. 

fft.  itttrBgrcckt.    €.  CTugtance.    ?l.  JloijJter.    Sib.  S. 

^n.  ^Infiice.     |Tfl.  iRa.umbUcru)St.     GTrupcuit. 

jBobinet  |Dougl}tic.     Ijarpai.     Two 

drummcs  with  their  Unfigna. 

(tt.  ClttjtUnct.  KPS'SfSSlHat  cailifes  are  thofc  that 

fo  fhake  my  houfe  wall? 
fd.  iWcr]}.  Ah  firrlia  now 
('uRance  if  yc  had  fo 
imuJic  wit 
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I  woulde  fee  you  afke  pardon,  and  your  felues  fubmit 

CF.  CTttJJtance.  Haue  I  flill  this  adoe  with  a  couple 
of  fooles  ? 

J!l.  iVlerg.  Here  ye  what  flie  faith  ? 

C.  (lujJtance.  Maidens  come  forth  with  your  tooles. 

1^  l^ogjiter.  In  a  ray. 

|tt.  |lerg.  Dubba  dub  firrha. 

%.  ^osJSter.  In  a  ray. 
They  come  fodainly  on  vs. 

p:.  JKerg.  Dubbadub.. 

^.  ^ogsitcr.  In  a  ray. 
That  euer  I  was  borne,  we  are  taken  tardie. 

1%.  Jilerj).  Now  firs,  quite  our  feke*  like^taU'  men 
and  hardie. 

([T.  (Ju«(tancc.  On  afore  Truepenie,  bolde  thyne  owne 
Annot, 
On  towarde  them  Tibet,  for  fcape  vs  they  can  not. 
Come  forth  Madge  MumblecruR,  fo  (lande  fad  togither. 

|E.  Itterj).  God  fende  vs  a  faire  day. 

^.  JlogjSter.  See  they  niarche  on  hither. 

i;ib.  S^alk.  But  miflreffe. 

or.  €u!Stancc.  What  fayil  you  ? 

WCq-  Shall  I  go  fet  our  goofe  ? 

€.  (JTujftance.  What  to  do  ? 

jzTtb.  To  yonder  Captain  I  will  tume  hir  loofe 
And  fhe  gape  and  hiffe  at  him,  as  (he  doth  at  me, 
I  durfl  ieoparde  my  hande  flie  wyll  make  him  flee. 

d.  (flu^tancc.  On  forward, 

Jl.  ^oijjitcr.  They  com. 

^.  itlcrg.  Stand. 

2EI.  ^oB^ter.  Hold. 

f.  ittcrg.  Kepe 
^ogjJtcr.  There. 
|tt.  jHa-g.  Strike. 
3J.  ^loggter.  Take  heede. 
C.  CttjJtancc.  Wei  fayd  Truepeny. 
S^ntptng.  Ah  whoorefons. 
ffl.  (!ltt;Stance.  Wei  don  in  deede 
|tt.  Itterg-  Hold  thine  owne  Harpax^  downe  with 
them  Dobinet. 
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C  CDttjStance.  Now  Madge,  there  Annot :  now  fticke 
them  Tibet.  [knaue, 

WCq.  STalk.  All  my  chiefe  quarell  is  to  this  fame  littlt 
That  begyled  me  lafl  day,  nothyng  fhall  him  faue. 

p.  pougl).   Downe  with  this  litle  queane,  that  hath 
at  me  fuch  fpite, 
Saue  you  from  hir  maifler,  it  is  a  very  fprite. 

©.  (iTusitance.  I  my  felfe    will    mounfire    graunde 
captaine  vndertake, 

51.  poujStcr.  They  win  grounde. 

fSa.  Ittcrg.  Saue  your  felfe  fir,  for  gods  fake. 

^l.  ^onslter.  Out,  alas,  I  am  flaine,  helpe. 

in.  ^crg.  Saue  your  felf. 

%.  ^ogjiUr.  Alas. 

|tt.  Itterg.  Nay  then,  haue  at  you  miflrefie. 

fl.  ^logsder.  Thou  hittcfl  me,  alas. 

|tt.  I^err).  I  wil  flrike  at  Cuflance  here. 

^.  ^onjsttr.  Thou  hitteft  me. 

|tt.  iUcrn.  So  I  wil. 
Nay  miflreffe  Cuflance. 

Jl.  3Rx)g3ter.  Alas,  thou  hittcfl  me  flill. 
Hold.' 

|ft.  itterg.  Saue  your  felf  fir. 

jl.  Jlonjster.  Help,  out  alas  I  am  flain 

|ll.  Jtterrj.  Truce,  hold  your   hands,    truce   for   a 
pining  while  or  twaine  : 
Nayjiow  lay  you  Cuflance,  for  fauing  of  your  life, 
Will  ye  yclde  and  graunt  to  be  this  gcntmans  wife  ? 

©.  (Hxxjstancc.  Yc  tolde  me  he  loued  me,  call  ye  this 
louc '{ 

/Vl.  ittcrn.   lie  loucd  a  while  cuen  like  a  turtle  douc. 

<tt.  (Cugtancc.  Gay  loue  God  faue  it,  fo  foone  hotte, 
fo  foone  colde, 

|tt.  |Ucrn.  I  am  fory  for  you  :  he  could  loue  you 
yet  fo  lie  coulde. 

^.  JlojjjJlfr.  Nay  by  cocks  precious  flie   fliall   be 
none  of  mine. 

gl.  itterp.  Uliy  foi»  [kine. 

3R.  |[lo]ijsler.  Come  away,  by  the  matte  flic  is  man- 
I  durfl  aducnturc  the  lofTe  of  my  right  handc, 
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If  fhee  dyd  not  flee  hir  other  hufbande : 
And  fee  if  flie  prepare  not  againe  to  fight. 

|tt.  Jttcrg.  What  then  ?  fainct  George  to  borow,  our 

Ladies  knight. 
Jl.  JlogjStcr.  Slee  elfe  whom  fhe  will,  by  gog  fhe 

fliall  not  flee  mee. 
|tt.  ^ttcrp.  How  then  ? 

"%.  ^ogiSter.  Rather  than  to  be  flaine,  I  will  flee. 
€^.  ®U)Stance.  Too  it  againe,  my  knighteffes,  downe 

with  them  all. 
11.  Jlojo^tcr.  Awa)',  away,  away,  fhe  will  elfe  kyll 

vs  all. 
|E.  |tlcrg.  Nay  flicke  to  it,  like  an  hardie  man  and 

a  tall. 
%.  JioujStcr.  Oh  bones,  thou  hitteft.  me.     Away,  or 

elfe  die  we  fliall. 
lU.  |lXei"D.  Away  for  the  pafhe  of  our  fweete  Lord 

lefus  Chrifl. 
d.  CTttiStancc.  Away  loute  and  lubber,  or  I  fhall  be 

thy  priefl..  Exeant  om. 

So  this  fielde  is  ours  we  haue  driuen  them  all  away. 
Stb  S^alk.  Thankes  to  God  mifl.reffe,  ye  haue  had 

a  faire  day. 
(J.  Cugtante.  Well  nowe  goe  ye  in,  and  make  your 

felfe  fome  good  cheere. 
Omnes  pariter.  We  goe. 
S.  STruSt.  Ah  fir,  what  a  field  we  haue  had  heere. 
©.  CTtt^tance.  Friend  Triftram,    I    pray   you   be   a 

witnefle  with  me. 
®.  SriDStg.  Dame  Cufl.ance,  I  fliall  depofe  for  your 

honeflic. 
And   nowe  fare  ye  well,   except  fome  thing  elfe  ye 

wolde. 
d.  dnjJtancc.  Not  now,  but  when  I  nede  to  fende  I 

will  be  bolde.  Exeat. 

I  thanke  you  for  thefe  paines.     And  now  I  wyll  get 

me  in, 
Now  Roiller  Doifler  will  no  more  wowyngbegin.   Ex, 
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Actus.  V,  Scasna.  j. 

6aiMj)tt  (Sootiltttke.    ^^jjin  ^urc^bg. 

jYm   Surefby   my  truflie  man,  neve 
aduife  thee  well, 
And  fee  that  no  falfe  furmifes  thou 

me  tell, 
Was  there  fuch  adoe  about  Cuf- 

tance  of  a  truth  ? 
^im.  ^ure.    To    reporte   that    I 
hearde  and  fawe,  to  me  is  ruth, 
But  both  my  duetie  and  name  and  propretie, 
Warneth  me  to  you  to  fhewe  fidelitie, 
It  may  be  well  enough,  and  I  wyfhe  it  fo  to  be, 
She  may  hir  felfe  difcharge  and  trie  hir  honeflie, 
Yet  their  clayme  to  hir  me  thought  was  very  large, 
For  with  letters  rings  and  tokens,  they  dyd  hir  charge. 
Which  when  I  hearde  and  fawe  I  would  none  to  you 
bring.  [thing. 

®.  (Sooill.  No,  by  fainct  Marie,  I  allowe  thee  m  that 
Ah  fiira,  nowe  I  fee  truthe  in  the  prouerbe  olde. 
All  things  that  fliineth  is  not  by  and  by  pure  golde, 
If  any  doe  lyue  a  woman  of  honeflie, 
I  would  hanc  fwomeChridian  Cuflancc  had  bene  fliee. 
j&im  ^nre.  Sir,  tliougli  I  to  you  be  a  feruant  true 
and  iufl. 
Yet  doe  not  ye  therfore  your  faithfull  fpoufe  myflrufl. 
But  examine  the  matter,  and  if  ye  fhall  it  finde, 
To  be  all  well,  be  not  yc  for  my  wonles  vnkinde. 
(S.  (SoobL   I  fhall    do   that    is  right,  and  as  I  fee 
caufc  why. 
But  here  commeth  Ciiflance  forth,  we  flial  know  by 
and  bv 
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Actus.  V.  Scaena.  ij. 

€:.  dttsitftnce.    ©arogn  (Sooliluckc.    ^i,nn  ^urcjsbs. 

^.  duiStance.  I^K^^^  Come  forth    to  fee  and 

hearken  for  newes  good, 
For  about  this  houre   is 
the  tyme  of  likelyhood, 
That  Gawyn  Goodlucke 
by  the  fayingsof  Surefby, 
Would  be  at  home,  and  lo  yond  I  fee  hym  I. 
What  Gawyn  Goodlucke,  the  onely  liope  of  my  life, 
Welcome  liome,  and  kyffe  me  your  true  efpoufed  wife. 
(Sa.  (Soob.  Nay  foft  dame  Cuflance,  I  mufl  firft  by 
your  licence, 
See  whether  all  things  be  cleere  in  your  confcience, 
I  heare  of  your  doings  to  me  very  flraunge. 

(ST.  (JTusStance.  What  feare  ye  ?  that  my  faith  towardes 

you  fhould  chaunge  ?  [entangled. 

^a.  (Koob.  I  muft  needes  miftrufl  ye  be  elfewhere 

For  I  heare  that  certaine  men  with  you  haue  wrangled 

About  the  promife  of  mariage  by  you  to  them  made. 

®.  CTtxSlance.  Coulde  any  mans  reporte  your  minde  . 

therein  perfuade?  [to  (lande  cleere, 

da.  (SooJ).  Well,  ye  mufl.  therin  declare  your  felfe 
Elfe  I  and  you  dame  Cuflance  may  not  ioyne  this  yere 
d.  (JiuiStance.  Then  woulde  I  were  dead,  and  faire 
layd  in  my  graue. 
Ah  SureflDy,  is  this  the.honefl.ie  that  ye  haue? 
To  hurt  me  with  your  report,  not  knowyng  the  thing, 
^int  ^XiXt.  If  ye  be  honefl.  my  wordes  can  hurte 
you  nothing. 
But  what  I  hearde  and  fawe,  I  might  not  but  report.  _ 
CT.  (Hustance.  Ah  Lorde,  helpe  poore  widowes,  defli- 
tute  of  comfort.  [paflance. 

Truly  mofl.  deare   fpoufe,  nought  was  done  but  for 
(5.  (Soob.  But  fuchkyndeoffporting  is  homely  daliance. 
(3^.  (JTugtattCC.  If  ye  knewe  the  truthe,  ye  would  take 
all  in  good  parte.  [in  that  arte. 

da.  ©oob.  By  your  leaue  I  am  not  halfe  well  fkilled 
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C  CTttjStattce.  It  was  none  but  Roifler  Doifter  that 
fooliflie  raome.  [fcufe  than  none. 

da.  (Soob.  Yea  Cuftance,  better  (they  fay)  a  badde 
C  GTugtancc.  Why  Triflram  Truflie  fir,  your  Iruf 
and  faithful!  frende^ 
Was  priuie  bothe  to  the  beginning  and  the  ende. 
Let  him  be  the  ludge,  and  for  me  teflifie.         [veritie, 
(5a.  (5oob.  I  will  the  more  credite  that   he  fhall 
And  bicaufe  I  will  the  truthe  know  een  as  it  is, 
I  will  to  him  my  felfe,  and  know  all  without  miffe. 
Come  on  Sym  Surefby,  that  before  my  friend  thou  may 
Auouch  the  fame  wordes,  which  thou  dydfl  to  me  fay. 

Exeafit. 

Actus.  V.  Scaena.  iij. 

(!DI)n)Sttan  C^ujstance. 

C.  (IttjStance.  i|^^^3  Lorde,  howe  neceflarie  it 

is  nowe  of  dayes, 
That    eche     bodie     liue 
vprightly    all    maner 
wayes, 

For  lette  neuer  fo  httle  a  gappe  be  open, 
And  be  fure  of  this,  the  word  fliall  be  fpoken 
Howe  innocent  flande  I  in  this  for  deede  or  thought? 
And  yet  fee  what  iniflrufl  towardes  me  it  hath  wrought 
But  thou  Lorde  knowcfl  all  folkes  thoughts  and  eke 
And  thou  arte  the  deliuercr  of  all  innoccntcs.  [intents 
Thou  didfl  hclpe  the  aduoutreffe  that  flie  might  be 

amended, 
Much  more  then  helpe  Lorde,  that  neuer  yll  intended. 
Thou  didfl  hclpe  Sufanna,  wrongfully  accufed, 
And  no  lefle  dofl  thou  fee  Lorde,  how  I  am  nowabufcd, 
Thou  didfl  helpe  I/e/lcr,  wlien  flic  fliould  hauc  died, 
Helpe  alfo  good  Lorde,  tiiat  my  truth  may  be  tried. 
Yet  if  Gawiu  Goodluckc  with  Trillram  Trufly  fpeakc. 
I  trufl  of  yll  rci)ort  the  force  flinll  be  but  weakc, 
And  loe  yond  they  come  fadly  talking  togither, 
I  V.7II  abyde,  and  not  fhrinke  for  their  comming  hither. 
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Actus.  V.  Scaena.  iiij. 

^aujgit  CKooblttcke.    STriiStram  STrnjstte. 
C  Cttjstance.    .^gm  ^urcjsbs. 

jNd  was  it  none  other  than 
ye  to  me  reporte  ? 
S^rijitram.   No,   and  here 
were  ye  wiflied  to  haue 
feene  the  fporte. 
Woulde  I  had,  rather  than  halfe  of  that 
in  my  purfe.  [was  no  wurfe, 

^im  ^ure.  And  I  doe  muche  reioyce  the  matter 
And  hke  as  to  open  it,  I  was  to  you  faithfull, 
So  of  dame  Cuflance  honefl  truth  I  am  ioyfulh 
For  God  forfende  that  I  (houlde   hurt  hir  by  falfe 
reporte.  [comforte. 

(Sa.  (Soob.  Well,  I  will  no  longer  holde  hir  in  dif- 
(fli.  (!tti)5tattce.  Nov/e  come  they  hitherwarde,  I  trull 
all  fhall  be  well.  [nor  tongue  tell, 

da.  (!looi).  Sweete  Cuftance  neither  heart  can  thinke 
Howe  much  I  ioy  in  your  conflant  fidelitie, 
Come  nowe  kiffe  me  the  pearle  of  perfect  honeflie. 
(H.  dTujStance.  God  lette  me  no  longer  to  continue 
in  lyfe, 
Than  I  fhall  towardes  you  continue  a  true  wyfe. 
(Ka.  doobl.  Well  now  to  make  you  for  this  feme 
parte  of  amendes, 
I  (hall  defire  firfl  you,  and  then  fuche  of  our  frendes, 
As  fhall  to  you  feeme  befl,  to  fuppe  at  home  with  me, 
Where  at  your  fought  fielde  we  fhall  laugh  and  mery  be. 
^im  J^ure.  And  miflreffe  I  befeech  you,  take  with 
me  no  greefe, 
I  did  a  true  mans  part,  not  wifhyng  you  repreefe. 
CT.  (JTttJStance.  Though  haflie  reportes   through  fur- 
mifes  growyng, 
May  of  poore  innocentes  be  vtter  ouerthrowyng, 
Yet  bicaufe  to  thy  maifler  thou  hafl  a  true  hart,  [part. 
And  I  know  mine  owne  tnith,  I  forgiue  thee  for  my 
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^a.  doobl.  Go  we  all  to  my  hoiife,  and  of  this  geare 

no  more. 

Goe  prepare  all  things  Sym  Surefby,  hence,  runne  afore. 

^im  ^ure.  I  goe.  Ex. 

^.  (Sool).  But  who  commeth  yond,  M.  Merygreeke? 

®.  ©ttjJtancc.  Roifler  Doiflers  champion,  I  fhrewe 

his  befl  cheeke.  [hym  too. 

%.  GTrttgtj).  Roifler  Doifter  felfe  yourwower  is  with 

Surely  fome  thing  there  is  with  vs  they  haue  to  doe. 

Actus.  V.  Sc^na.  v. 

|U.  Ittcrgprccke.    Jlalpl]  $iOt<Jtcr.    (iKaroijn  (Hooblucke. 
erifJtram  tl^nx^tic.     (IT.  Cusstancc. 

|tt.  ^ers-  Ig^'^f^g^Ond  I  fee  Ga\v}'n  Goodlucke, 
to  whome  lyeth  my  mes- 
fage, 
I  will  firfl  falute  him  after  his 
long  voyage, 

And  then  make  all  thing  well  concerning  your  behalfe. 
21.  |lo2«(ter.  Yea  for  the  paflie  of  God. 
^.  jnerj).  Hence  out  of  fight  ye  calfe. 
Till  I  haue  fpoke  with  them,  and  then  I  will  you  fet, 
5R.  Jlotjster.  In  Gods  name. 

itt.  Iftcrg.  What  mader  Gawin  Goodluck  wel  met 
And  from  your  long  voyage  I  bid  you  right  welcome 
(!ir»a.  Ci>ootl.  I  thanke  you.  [home. 

|tt.  fEtcrij.  I  come  to  you  from  an  honeft.  mome. 
f&K.  6oob.  Who  is  that? 
|tl.  ittccn.  Koiflcr  Doillcr  that  doughtie  kite. 
CT.  (JIugtance.  Fye,  I  can  fcarce  abide  ye  flioulde  his 
name  recite.  [all  pafl, 

ffy.  |Tlerp.  Ye  mufl.  take  him  to  fauour,  and  pardon 
He  hcareth  of  your  rcUirnc,  and  is  full  yll  agafl. 
<Sa.  C?»ooi).   I  am  ryght  well  content  he  liaue  with 
vs  fome  chcrc.  [be  there. 

€D.  CttjJtanre.  Fye  vpon  him  beafl,  then  wyll  not  I 
(5a.  (!T»oob.  W^hy  CuRance  do  ye  hate  hym  more 
than  veloueme? 
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(E-  Cttjstancc.  But  for  your  mynde  fir,  where  he  were 
would  I  not  be  ? 

dt.  STrujitg.  He  woulde  make  vs  al  laugh. 

fH.  Jtterg.  Ye  nere  had  better  fport.  [vs  refort. 

(!5a.  (!§oob.  I  pray  you  fweete  Cuflance,  let  him  to 

d.  (JTttjStante.  To  your  will  I  aflent. 

§&..  IHerg.  Why,  fuche  a  foole  it  is, 
As  no  man  foi  good  padime  would  forgoe  or  miffe. 

(S.  dSootll.  Fet  him  to  go  wyth  vs. 

fPi.  0lttv.  He  will  be  a  glad  man.     .  £x. 

ST.  ©rujftg.  We  mud  to  make  vs  mirth,  maintaine 
hym  all  we  can. 
And  loe  yond  he  commeth  and  Merygreeke  with  him. 

<S'-  (Ettsitanct.  At  his  firfl  entrance  ye  Ihall  fee  I  wyll 
him  trim. 
But  firfl  letvs  hearken  the  gentleman^wife  talke.  [flalke. 

(E.  Sru^tg.  I  pray^you  marke  if  euer  ye  fawe  crane  fo 

Actus.  V.  Scaena.  vj. 

'jSi.  |lot)Ster.     |tt.  Itterjjgrccke.      (IT.  (JTuiStaucc.     (5. 
(gooblncke.     ST.  STm^tie.    ^.  ^Bongljtie.    ^arpax. 

^.  lilogjsUr.  ^^f^^^jAy  I  then  be  bolde  ? 

i^'  l^crg.  I  warrant  you 


on  my  worde, 
They  fay  they  fhall  be  ficke, 
but  ye  be  at  theyr  borde. 
|R.  ^Og$ttr.  Thei  wer  not  angry  then. 
fd.  itltrg.  Yes  at  firil,  and  made  (Irange 
But  when  I  fayd  your  anger  to  fauour  fhoulde  change, 
And  therewith  had  commended  you  accordingly, 
They  were  all  in  loue  with  your  mafhyp  by  and  by. 
And  cried  you  mercy  that  they  had  done  you  wrong. 
Jl.  JlojJ^tcr.  For  why,  no  man,  woman,  nor  childe 
can  hate  me  long.  [one  day, 

f$i.  ittcrj).  We  feare  (quod  they)  he  will  be  auenged 
Then  for  a  peny  giue  all  our  Hues  we  may. 
^  ^oj)0tcr.  Sayd  they  fo  in  deede. 
f£L.  |Ucrg.  Did  they  ?  yea,  euen  wth  one  voice 
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He  will  forgiue  all  (quod  I)  Oh  how  they  did  reioyce. 

|K.  ^ogj^ter.  Ha,  ha,  ha.  [good  moode, 

fSi.  |tterg.  Goe  fette  hym  (fay  they)  while  he  is  in 
For  haue  his  anger  who  luft,  we  will  not  by  the  Roode. 

Jl.  IJojjjStf  r.  I  pray  God  that  it  be  all  true,  that  thou 
And  that  ihe  fight  no  more.  [hafl.  me  tolde, 

|tt.  i^erg.  I  warrant  you,  be  bolde 
Too  them,  and  falute  them. 

|R.  ^og?(ter.  Sirs,  I  greete  you  all  well. 
Omnes.  Your  maiflerfhip  is  welcom. 

(JT.  (UnjJtancc.  Sauyng  my  quarell. 
For  fure  I  will  put  you  vp  into  the  Efchequer. 

i^-  i^trS-  ^Vhy  fo  ?  better  nay  :  Wherfore  ? 

(J.  Cttjitance.  For  an  vfurer. 

^.  Jlog^tcr.  I  am  no  vfurer  good  miftreffe  by  his 
armes.  [mans  harmes  ? 

|tt.  IHtrj).  When  tooke  he  gaine  of  money  to  any 

\.  (SiDSUuce.  Yes,  a  fowle  vfurer  he  is,  ye   fhall 
fee  els.  [no  mo  quarels? 

J{.  JiOj)?iter.  Didfl  not  thou  promife  fhe  would  picke 

(!r.  CujSlancc.  He  will  Icnde  no  blowes,  but  he  haue 
in  recompence 
Fiftene  for  one,  wliirhe  is  to  muche  of  confcience. 

Jl.  Jloii^tcr.   Ah  dame,  by  the  auncient   lawe    ot 
armes,  a  man 
Hath  no  honour  to  foile  his  handes  on  a  woman. 

^.  (JTojitancc.    And  where  other  vfurers  take  their 
gaines  yercly, 
This  man  is  angry  but  he  haue  his  by  and  by. 

(Ba.  (Soolll.  Sir,  doe  not  for  hir  fake  beare  me  your 
dilplcafure.  [at  leafure. 

|tt.  |Utrn.  Well,  he  fliall  with  you  talke  thcrof  more 
Vpon  your  good  vfagc,  he  will  now  fhake  your  hande. 

|tl.  ^logjitcr.  And   much  heartily  welcome  from  a 
flraungc  lanrlc. 

fjSi.  Itterg.  Be  not  afearde  Gawyn  to  let  him  fliake 
your  fyfl.  [I  wift. 

(6a.  €»ooi)l.  Oh  the  mofte  honefle  gentleman  that  ere 
I  befeeche  your  mafhyp  to  take  paync  to  fuppe  with  vs. 

/E  'OJtqi.  He  fhall  not  fayyounayand  I  too,bylef;:3. 
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Bicaufe  ye  fliall  be  friends,  and  let  all  quarels  pafle. 
51.  ^lon^tei".  I  wyll  be  as  good  friends  with  them  as 
ere  I  was.  [haue  a  fong, 

JU.  |ttcrg.  Then  let  me  fet  your  quier  that  we  may 
Jl.  ^ojjjStcr.  Goe.  [yeare  long. 

(S.  C^ootiluck.  I  haue   hearde  no  melodic   all   this 
JE  |Hcrg.   Come  on  firs  quickly. 
^.  ^.cusster.  Sing  on  firs,  for  my  frends  fake. 
is.  ^ongl).  Cal  ye  thefe  your  frends? 
%..  JlogjStcr.  Sing  on,  and  no  mo  words  make. 

Here  tJiey  fing. 
C5a.  (Jlooi).   The    Lord    preferue    our  mod   noble 
Queene  of  renowne, 
And  hir  virtues  rewarde  with  the  heauenly  cro\vne. 
C  (EttSitance.  The  Lorde  flrengthen  hir  mofl  excel- 
lent Maieflie, 
Long  to  reigne  ouer  vs  in  all  profperitie.       [to  defende, 
3;.  SrujStg.  That  hir  godly  proceedings  the   faith 
He  may  llabliflie  and  maintaine  through  to  the  ende. 
|U.  Jtterg.  God  graunt  hir  as  flie  doth,  the  Gofpell 
to  protect, 
I  earning  and  vertue  to  aduaunce,  and  vice  to  corre<fl. 
^.  5iO|)«{tcr.  God  graunt  hir  louyng  fubiects  both 
the  minde  and  grace, 
Hir  mofl  godlyprocedyngs  worthily  to  imbrace.  [profper, 
Harpax.  Hir  highnefie  mofl  worthy  ccunfellers  God 
With  honour  and  loue  of  all  men  to  minifler. 
Omncs.  God  graunt  the  nobilitie  hir  to  ferue  and  loue, 
With  all  the  whole  commontie  as  doth  them  behoue. 

AMEN. 

Certaine  Songs  to  be  fong  by 

tJwfe  which  JJtall  vfe  this  Comedie  or  Enterlude. 

i/jTHo  fo  to  marry  a  minion  Wyfe, 
(i\i    H^th  hadde  good  chaunce  and  happe, 
<^'*->^    Mud  loue  hir  and  cherifhe  hir  all  his  life, 
And  dandle  hir  in  his  lappa. 
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If  (Tie  will  fare  well,  yf  fhe  wyll  go  gay, 
A  good  hufbande  euer  flyll, 
What  euer  rtie  lufl  to  doe,  or  to  fay, 
Mufl.  lette  hir  haue  hir  owne  will. 

About  what  aflfaires  fo  euer  he  goe. 
He  mud  fhewe  hir  all  his  mynde, 
None  of  hys  counfell  fhe  may  be  kept  fiee, 
Elfe  is  he  a  man  vnkynde. 

Sl)e  fouvll)  <^oug. 

uT^  Mun  be  maried  a  Sunday 
jjk    I  mun  be  maried  a  Sunday, 
Q^   Who  foeuer  fhall  come  that  way, 
I  mun  be  maried  a  Sunday. 

Royfler  Doyfler  is  my  name, 
Royfler  Doyfler  is  my  name, 
A  luftie  brute  I  am  the  fame, 
I  mun  be  maried  a  Sunday. 

Chriflian  Cuftance  haue  I  founde, 
ChriRian  Cuftance  haue  I  founde, 
A  ^Vydowe  worth e  a  thoufande  pounds, 
I  mun  be  maried  a  funday. 

Cuftance  is  as  fweete  as  honey, 
Cuftance  is  as  fweete  as  honey, 
I  hir  lambe  and  flie  my  coney, 
I  mun  be  maried  a  Sunday. 

When  we  fhall  make  our  weddyng  feaft. 
When  we  fhall  make  ourc  weddyng  feaft, 
There  fhall  bee  chcere  for  man  and  beafl, 
I  raun  be  maried  a  Sunday. 

I  mun  be  maried  a  Sunday,  etc. 

The  PJahnodie 

fLaceho  dilcxi,  [<^Je» 

Maiftcr  Roifter  Doiftcr  wil  ftreight  go  home  and 
^^^  Our  Lordc  Icfus  Chrift  his  foulc  haue  mercicvpon- 
Thus  you  fee  to  day  a  man,  to  morrow  lohn. 
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Yet  fauing  for  a  womans  extreeme  crueltie, 
He  might  haiie  lyucd  yet  a  moneth  or  two  or  three. 
But  in  fpite  of  Cuflance  which  hath  h..n  weried, 
His  mafhyp  (hall  be  worfhipfully  buried. 
And  while  fome  piece  of  his  foule  is  yet  hym  within, 
Some  parte  of  his  funeralls  let  vs  here  beijinne. 
Dirige.  He  will  go  darklyng  to  his  ^raue. 
Neque  lux,  neque  crux,  nifi  folum  clinke, 
Neuer  gentman  fo  went  toward  heauen  I  thinke. 

Yet  firs  as  ye  wyllthe  bliffe  of  heauen  win, 
When  he  commeth  to  the  graue  lay  hym  foftly  in, 
And  all  men  take  heede  by  this  one  Gentleman, 
How  you  fette  your  loue  vpon  an  vnkinde  woman : 
For  thefe  women  be  all  fuche  madde  pieuifh  elues, 
They  wyll  not  be  woonne  except  it  pleafe  them  felue*. 
But  in  faith  Cuflance  if  euer  ye  come  in  hell, 
Maifler  Roifler  Doifler  fhall  ferue  you  as  well,   [knaue. 
Good  night  Roger  olde  knaue,  Farewel  Roger  olde 
Good  night  Roger  olde  knaue,  knaue,  knap. 
Nequando.         Audiui  vocem.         Requiem  aternatn. 

%\vi,  JPcalc  of  beLlcfi  rong  bj)  the  parish  €lcrk, 

anti  Jiotjstcr  Poi^tcrjs  fortre  nun. 

Sriic  fir^t  ^ell  a  Sriple. 
Wlien  dyed  he ?    When  dyed  he? 

%t)t  jsccontie. 
We  haue  hym.  We  haue  hym. 

%\\t  t!}irlie 
Royfler  Doyfler,  Royfler  Doyflei. 

5r!)e  fourtl)  |Sell. 
He  commeth,  He  commeth. 

S;i)e  grcatc  |SclL 
Our  owne,  Our  owne. 

FINIS. 
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